The Baptism in the Holy Spirit 



 Lesson 4
Key thought: The Baptism in the Holy Spirit is an experience available to all believers following conversion, which empowers them to be witnesses.  

Focus Scriptures: 
· Joel 2:28-29 “And afterward I will pour out my Spirit on all people. Your sons and daughters will prophesy, your old men will dream dreams, your young men will see visions. Even on my servants, both men and woman, I will pour out my Spirit in those days.”
· Acts 1:4-5 “Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak about. John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.”

· Acts 1:8 “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”
Why was the gift of the Spirit given?

The task of spreading the Gospel to the entire world was an impossible task prior to the outpouring of the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit endues us with power for the purpose of fulfilling the Great Commission. (Matthew 28:19-20)
Who baptizes us in the Holy Spirit? 

In salvation, the Holy Spirit baptizes the believer into Christ. – 1 Cor. 12:13.
In Holy Spirit baptism, Jesus baptizes the believer in the Holy Spirit – Matt. 3:11 
How to receive the Baptism in the Holy Spirit

1. The Baptism in the Holy Spirit is for every believer.
2. It is essential that the one who desires the gift remains focused on worshipping Christ rather than on seeking an experience.

3. After you have made your life right before God through confessing sin, you can rest assured that you are in the spiritual position to receive from God.
4. Worship the Lord with a genuine heart. Acts 5:32

5. In faith, ask Jesus to give you the “promised gift” of the Spirit.
6. At some point you must stop praising the Lord in English (known tongue) and step out in faith and speak in tongues (unknown tongues). You may or may not have words in your mind. Regardless, our step of faith is to speak out. The Spirit will not overwhelm us into speaking in tongues, but He will empower us. Acts 2:4
Hindrances to receiving the Baptism in the Holy Spirit

1. Unconfessed sin.

2. Doubt, due to a lack of understanding.
3. Fear of failure. There is no failure when it comes to pursuing intimacy with God.
4. Past experiences. It is important to not allow past experiences to be a hindrance to future experiences. Each day is a new day with God. 
5. Past encounters with the occult. If there has been occult activity in the past, it will need to be renounced. 
Helping others experience the Baptism in the Holy Spirit
1. Explain the basics of the Baptism in the Holy Spirit.

2. Encourager them in prayer.
3. Pray in the Spirit – but be careful not to distract the seeker.
4. Don’t try to play the role of Jesus, who is the baptizer.
5. Be sensitive to the leading of the Spirit as you progress. He may show you areas that are hindering the receiving of the gift.
6. With discretion, place your hands on them – but be careful not to distract them. (Remember we are not the one who baptizes them.)
Small Group Discussion Questions:
1. Do you desire to live a life that displays the character of Christ?

2. Are you aware of anything (Sin, doubt, fear, uncertainty) that may hinder you from receiving the gift?

3. If you have been baptized in the Holy Spirit are you currently practing the gift of speaking in tongues?
4. For those of you who have received the Baptism in the Holy Spirit - wow has this gift “empowered” you in everyday life?

Application:                                    





          As you seek to live a life empowered by the Spirit, begin to pursue the Baptism in the Holy Spirit on a personal level and respond to opportunities that are given. Read 
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