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This is an abbreviated version of the full project entitled Pentecostal Spirituality.
This paper will address: The current realities of Pentecostal engagement among Northwest Network Youth Ministries and present a Biblical proposal for further engaging students with the experiential aspects of a Spirit-filled life.
Main Points:
· There is a Biblical precedent for Spirit-filled living among all Christian believers and especially among those who play a role in Christian Leadership in the Church.

· Limited exposure equals minimal engagement! This is the tension that we face in many of today’s Pentecostal churches.
· The average student’s exposure to formal teaching regarding the gifts of the Spirit and their evangelical role in the expansion of the 21st Century Church is limited or non-existent. 
· There is an unquestionable link between focus of vision and congregational engagement; essentially, we “get” what we “go for”. 

· Because of an exposure to excess and or extreme experiences in some churches there is at times an aversion to actively pursuing experiential engagement with the Holy Spirit. 

· There is a strong desire for genuine Spirit filled living among Millennials which can be realized if presented in a balanced way.
Current Realities among Northwest Network Youth Ministries Leadership Team
It is imperative then that Pentecostal leaders who hold a unique platform for promoting engagement, have their finger on the pulse of their respective areas of ministry and strain their ear to hear the voice of the Spirit who desires to lead them to Christ honoring expressions. 3 
In order to get a relevant snap-shot of current trends among Northwest Network youth ministries a survey was conducted among the churches that make up the Youth Department Leadership Team. 
The following four survey questions were presented:
1. In what ways are the gifts of the Spirit evidenced in your ministry? (What gifts are active?)

2. What gifts are most often being utilized?

3. Is the practice of your youth ministry different than your Sunday morning service(s)?

4. Do you feel prepared to lead a service/gathering/small-group where the gifts are active?
Of the 25 Network youth ministries surveyed their collective responses were extremely positive and indicated a collective pursuit of and allowance for the gifts of the Spirit in their various ministry settings. 3
Biblical Examples of Spirit Filled Leaders/Christians
Even after the outpouring of the Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost there was a continued empowerment and in-filling for those who were tasked with taking the lead roles of bringing the early church from infancy to a deeper place of maturity which would have been impossible in their own efforts! The Disciples had been observed on more than one occasion to be beyond their own human leadership capacity as evidenced by those outside the faith community. “When they saw the courage of Peter and John and realized that they were unschooled, ordinary men, they were astonished and they took note that these men had been with Jesus.” (Acts 4:13) Is this not the objective of every believer—to have an impact on those they engage in the market place and rely not on outward distinctives or accomplishments but rather on the inner evidence of a Spirit-filled life! 5
In each of the examples given there is something taking place in the lives of these Christ-followers that prompts the questions to which the preaching of the Gospel is the answer! The Church cannot be grasped apart from the Holy Spirit, and can only be grasped as the work of the Holy Spirit. Only after Pentecost, that is, after the sending of the Spirit through the Risen One.
6
The influence of the Holy Spirit stands as an unquestionable truth then and should cause us once more to re-examine the Spirit’s role in our current ministries, worship expressions and ultimately in our personal lives! It should be noted that each of the interventions of the Holy Spirit had as its objective the bringing of the gospel to the Gentiles. His great preoccupation, then as now, was to make the church a missionary church.
 8
The gift of the Holy Spirit was empowerment to both witness and BE WITNESS! The news that the rejected and crucified Jesus is alive is something that cannot possibly be suppressed. It must be told. Who could be silent about such a fact? The mission of the Church in the pages of the New Testament is more like the fallout from a vast explosion, radioactive fallout which is not lethal but life-giving.
 8
H.P. Liddon is quoted as saying, “What we do on some great occasion will probably depend on what we are; and what we are will be the result of previous years of self-discipline.” 8
The Spirit-filled life should also demonstrate progressive development toward a complete Christ-like character. The fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 5:22, 23) should be developing in the life of every believer. 9
The fruit of the Spirit are the outward evidences of the Spirit’s inward working to both the believer and the non-believer. These fruit are in essence the witness of God’s power at work within us. Apart from the Spirits empowerment to display our faith we are simply striving to live good lives minus the transformational power of God! Christian living, minus the power of the Spirit is not appealing to the millennial generation. 9
In addressing the Holy Spirit’s role and the task of the church N.T. Wright states that, “The two walk together, hand in hand. We can’t talk about them apart. The point of the Spirit is to enable those who follow Jesus to take into all the world the news that he is Lord, that he has won the victory over the forces of evil, that a new world has been opened up, and that we are to help make it happen.”
9-10
Concerns that shape our current engagement in Spiritual Gifts
Fear of misuse will eventually lead to disuse. 10
We cannot determine when or where the Spirit will speak but we can create environments ripe for His presence. The Holy Spirit will never sponsor any vocal gift that will drive people away from Christ.11
We must be careful not to treat the Person of the Spirit the same way we treat major Christian holidays; on the front burner during seasons of the year and then put back in their normal place until that same time again next year. 11 
Practical Recommendations Based On Reflection of Current Engagement
The Holy Spirit is the most culturally relevant and sensitive person in the church today.12 
 We’ve made drastic and crucial steps toward “both and” thinking in other foundational aspects of doing and being The Church and that same freedom needs to be applied to this specific aspect of Christian living.12
In order for youth pastors, who are the primary leadership pipeline for future lead pastor roles, to be prepared to lead their ministries into deeper places with the Spirit, they must personally encounter the Person of the Spirit in their daily lives. An unfamiliar and unpracticed relationship with the Spirit can rarely, if ever, translate into strong public leadership regarding the gifts of the Spirit. So the beginning of healthy engagement in our churches must start with healthy interaction and practice of the gifts of the Spirit in our lives personally! 13-14 
What sets Jesus apart was/is his ability to connect with the common man who instantly recognized him as a person of unparalleled inner power. 14 
Practical Implications for engaging students in the experiential aspects of the Spirit 
In order for students to encounter the working of the Spirit in their own spiritual journey someone has to put this on their radar. Systematic preaching and teaching on topics interrelated to the Holy Spirit and his personhood and role in the expansion of the church from New Testament times to now will help expose and (re) engage students. Potential formats and venues for this include: 1) Sermon Series, 2) Small Group Curriculum, 3) Holy Spirit retreats, 4) Leadership development regarding Spiritual gifts and their Biblical precedence, 5) Sunday School, and 6) Peer to peer dialogue regarding the gifts of the Spirit and their role in the church today.  16

In order for our ministries to be healthy, there must be multiple voices who can speak with Biblical authority regarding the gifts of the Spirit and their role in our present church culture. Every volunteer needs to know the basics of what the Bible says about these precious gifts. 16
Words matter. For students to have spiritual experiences that leave a footprint that is kingdom building and credibility enhancing the leaders engaged in facilitating must bring with them a cultural awareness – if even a limited one! To become relevant is to catch up with the time in history you were intended to serve. Relevance is not about having everyone agree with you. It is about speaking the truth of Christ honestly and credibly into a person’s life. When we speak relevantly to the world we live in, there is a resonance of reality and authenticity.
 17 
To be culturally sensitive and evangelical does not mean we have to be anti-Pentecostal. 18
This is what students long for and can find in the presence of the Holy Spirit but will often not stumble into and thus must be led. 18
What are the current influences both for and against Pentecostal expression in the local church youth ministry?
If only a few settings are available each year that provide opportunity for students to have what I would call “green house moments” where they can safely and freely investigate the person of the Spirit and His gifts we are missing it! In order for Christian leaders to create green house moments for Millennial Pentecostals, who are exposed to other green house moments outside of their faith, we must look for these opportunities in the regular ebb and flow of everyday ministry. 19 
What is the womb and cradle for Pentecostal experience among our teens and maybe more importantly our children?
Pentecost is more than a historical and instrumental link between a theology of the incarnation and a theology of the institutional church. Pentecost is more than the birth of the church; it is the indwelling power of the Spirit of Christ as the source of the church’s life and ministry. The Great Commission gives the church its instructions; Pentecost provides its initiation and power. 20-21

 Young leaders are, in many ways, simply doing what Pentecostals have done since Azusa Street, trying to sort out how the beliefs and practices of movement make the journey from the church to the sidewalk. For them, a Pentecost that does not function at Starbucks is not Pentecost at all.
  21 
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