Living a Spirit-Led Life

    


        Lesson 3
Key thought: The desires of the sinful nature are directly connected with our old life, but as a new creation in Christ, we will begin to see our perspective change as we submit to the Spirit.
Focus Scriptures: 

· So, I say, live by the Spirit and you will not gratify the desires of the sinful nature. For the sinful nature desires what is contrary to the Spirit and the Spirit what is contrary to the sinful nature. They are in conflict with each other, so that you do not do what you want. Galatians 5:16-17
· You were taught, with regard to your former way of life, to put off your old self, which is being corrupted by its deceitful desires; to be made new in the attitude of your minds; an to put on the new self, created to be like God in true righteousness and holiness. Ephesians 4:22-24

There will be many voices speaking to you
What are some of the voices you’ve had speak to you since your decision to surrender your life to Christ? 

Some common ones are:

· Doubt regarding your decision.

Key Questions: Have you had moments of doubt regarding your decision? 

What did you do when they came into your mind?

· Fear of losing your old friends. 

Key Question: How have the friends from your “old life” responded to your decision to become a Christ follower?

· Old habits and influences.
Key Question: Are you putting yourself in situations that will help of hinder your spiritual growth?

· Others
Study Text: John 10:1-21

As a Christ follower you can trust that the Holy Spirit will speak to you. 
He will use many different tools/people to help you navigate this new journey.
1. The Bible.

2. Sermons – talks at Church.

3. Small Groups leaders and other Christian leaders.

4. Friends and Family.

5. Thoughts in your mind. The Holy Spirit will whisper instruction in your ear. As a Christian you do not just have “Common sense” but  “Spirit sense”. (Although common sense doesn’t seem to be that common. ()
Your perspective will begin to change

As a new believer you should begin to sense a heightened sensitivity to what is right and wrong. Some of the things that you did prior to accepting Christ may now seem like a bad idea to you. That is the convicting voice of the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit will continue to reveal areas of your life (whether in action or in thought) that you should avoid and others that you should pursue.

Small Group Discussion Questions:

1. What are some of the differences you’ve already noticed between your old way of looking at life (relationships, values etc.) and your new way of looking at life?
2. What differences were most surprising to you or most difficult for you to actually embrace?

3. Who do you have in your life that is helping you walk through/think through your new life?

Rome wasn’t built in a day and your new life won’t be either. With that said, you will – and should – begin to see some changes in your life. Some of them may be difficult initially but you can rest assured that The Spirit has your best in mind. The days in front of you are better than the days behind you. 
Application: For the next two days

Before you go somewhere, have a conversation etc.  take a moment to ask the question, “will this experience compliment my desire to live a Spirit led life  or will it compete with that desire?
People to study who lived Spirit led lives: 

· Jesus                                                                                                        
· Peter

· Stephen  
· Paul                                          
