The Holy Spirit at Work in Peters Life 


Lesson 8
Character Focus: Peter
Key thought: We get a clear picture of the Spirit’s ability to work in our lives (despite our past) by looking at the life of Peter.
Focus Scriptures for Peter: “Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd: ‘Fellow Jews and all of you who live in Jerusalem, let me explain this to you; listen carefully to what I say.’” Acts 2:14
· Acts 2:14-41, 3:1-7, 3:11-26, 4:8-1, 5:29-32, 10-12.
Example of the Spirit empowered Peter vs. the fleshly fearful Peter.

We see the Spirit’s empowering work when we contrast Peter and John’s actions  before the Sanhedrin (Acts 4:8-13) with Peter’s actions when Jesus was arrested, tried and crucified (Matthew 16:13-20, 26:31-35, 26:47-56, 26:69-75; John 21:15). 

Peter was a leader even among the disciples. 

While he had great abilities and respect among the apostles and followers of Christ, he shrank back during Jesus’ arrest, trial and crucifixion. He rejected Christ when the heat got turned up. But God (as is part of His nature) provided a “way out” for Peter. The Gospel message is one of second chances.

The difference between God’s approval and man’s approval is enormous. 

Group Discussion: Why do we strive so fervently after the approval of our friends and family? We were designed for relationships. That’s how God wired us. The Holy Spirit prepares both our hearts and the hearts of our friends and family for even deeper intimacy. One of the major areas we struggle is in getting up after we’ve failed. Guilt can play such a huge role in establishing our perspective of truth. 

Here is the TRUTH: The Holy Spirit will not only draw us to salvation in Christ but He will empower us to fulfill Gods call for our lives. 

That God could and would still use Peter despite his rejection of Christ should encourage us when we make a mistake. Our failures are not final when we have the grace of God at work in our lives. 

Your past does not have to determine your future.

God had a plan for Peter just like he has a plan for you. The Spirits ability to restore that which is broken is seen so clearly in Peter’s life. 

Small Group Discussion Questions:
1. Do you ever feel like you are out of God’s reach?

2. Why do you think God chose to use Peter?

3. Will your past failures keep you from moving forward with God?

4. What did Peter have to do in order to be used by God after he had rejected Him?
Peter became totally convinced of the validity of Christ life, death and resurrection to the point that he would give his life for the cause of Christ. 
Application: Evaluate your thought life over the past week. Are you letting mistakes you’ve made keep you from moving forward in your walk with God?  2 Corinthians 10:5 instructs us to, “take every thought captive and make it obedient to Christ.” Take a moment right now to take control of those thoughts that have hindered your total surrender to God and kept you from stepping into God’s calling for your life.
Additional Character Study: Stephen

Acts 6 & 7 Specifically 6:3-5, 6:8-10, 6:15 7:55
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