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This paper will address: The current realities of Pentecostal engagement among Northwest Network Youth Ministries and present a Biblical proposal for further engaging students with the experiential aspects of a Spirit-filled life.
Main Points:
· There is a Biblical precedent for Spirit-filled living among all Christian believers and especially among those who play a role in Christian Leadership in the Church.

· Limited exposure equals minimal engagement! This is the tension that we face in many of today’s Pentecostal churches.
· The average student’s exposure to formal teaching regarding the gifts of the Spirit and their evangelical role in the expansion of the 21st Century Church is limited or non-existent. 
· There is an unquestionable link between focus of vision and congregational engagement; essentially, we “get” what we “go for”. 

· Because of an exposure to excess and or extreme experiences in some churches there is at times an aversion to actively pursuing experiential engagement with the Holy Spirit. 

· There is a strong desire for genuine Spirit filled living among Millennials which can be realized if presented in a balanced way.

Current Realities among Northwest Network Youth Ministries Leadership Team
In a period of history where our emerging culture is desperately looking for something spiritually relevant which blends traditional doctrine with fluid Christian experience, there seem to be few viable structured options. Christian denominations are scrambling to adapt their ministries to hit the moving target of emerging culture.
  This heightened spiritual thirst creates an environment ripe for Pentecostal engagement but brings with it potential for new expressions. It is imperative then that Pentecostal leaders who hold a unique platform for promoting engagement, have their finger on the pulse of their respective areas of ministry and strain their ear to hear the voice of the Spirit who desires to lead them to Christ honoring expressions. In order to get a relevant snap-shot of current trends among Northwest Network youth ministries a survey was conducted among the churches that make up the Youth Department Leadership Team. The following four survey questions were presented:
1. In what ways are the gifts of the Spirit evidenced in your ministry? (What gifts are active?)

2. What gifts are most often being utilized?

3. Is the practice of your youth ministry different than your Sunday morning service(s)?

4. Do you feel prepared to lead a service/gathering/small-group where the gifts are active?
Of the 25 Network youth ministries surveyed their collective responses were extremely positive and indicated a collective pursuit of and allowance for the gifts of the Spirit in their various ministry settings. The general sense among those surveyed was one of confidence that the future of Pentecostal engagement is a bright one.  The responses provide cause for encouragement due to the relatively high level of engagement in many of the spiritual gifts as listed in I Corinthians 12 which include wisdom, knowledge, faith, healing, miracles, prophecy, discerning of spirits, speaking in tongues, and interpretation of tongues. The following gifts are most often in use across the Northwest Network youth ministries on a weekly basis: wisdom, word of knowledge, faith, discerning of spirits, and speaking in tongues.

Of the spiritual gifts listed in 1 Corinthians 12:8-10 there is a noted absence of physical healings in most youth ministries followed by limited engagement in tongues with interpretation. Many described the use of prophecy not as a public utterance but rather as a prompting that would be expressed as “feeling led by the Spirit” or “it seems like God wants to encourage us…” A purposeful taming of extreme vernacular seems to be the norm. Avoiding phrases like, “Thus says the Lord” and “I the Lord…” and not speaking for God has served to make both the presenter and the listener more apt to embrace the prophetic gifts. While some negative experience tend to taint some people’s view of spiritual gifts a look at the Biblical pattern and regularity will serve to call ministers back to their practice.
Biblical Examples of Spirit Filled Leaders/Christian
Being filled with the Spirit was the singular commonality shared by those who would serve to propel New Testament Church forward. Beginning with Christ at his baptism we read that, “the Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from heaven: "You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased." (Luke 3:22) and then discover also, “How God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and power, and how he went around doing good and healing all who were under the power of the devil, because God was with him.”(Acts 10:38) 

The continued empowerment of the Spirit was not limited to Christ himself but was the promised gift for the disciples who were instructed, “On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave them this command: "Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak about. For John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit." So when they met together, they asked him, "Lord, are you at this time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?" He said to them: "It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his own authority. 8But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth." (Acts 1:4-8)

Even after the outpouring of the Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost there was a continued empowerment and in-filling for those who were tasked with taking the lead roles of bringing the early church from infancy to a deeper place of maturity which would have been impossible in their own efforts! The Disciples had been observed on more than one occasion to be beyond their own human leadership capacity as evidenced by those outside the faith community. “When they saw the courage of Peter and John and realized that they were unschooled, ordinary men, they were astonished and they took note that these men had been with Jesus.” (Acts 4:13) Is this not the objective of every believer—to have an impact on those they engage in the market place and rely not on outward distinctives or accomplishments but rather on the inner evidence of a Spirit-filled life! 
Further examples of Spirit filled living in the book of Acts include the time: Peter was filled with the Spirit when he addressed the Sanhedrin (4:8), The choosing of the seven, including Stephen, Philip, Procorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolas “who are known to be full of the Spirit and wisdom.” These men were given turn this responsibility of addressing the day to day administrative operations and care for widows (Acts 6:3,5), Stephen was enabled to provide an unwavering witness to Christ at his stoning (7:55-60), Philip was instructed by the Spirit to “Go to that chariot and stay near it” and upon his obedience was strategically positioned to present the Gospel thus transmitting the message through the Ethiopian eunuch to the Continent of Africa (8:26-38), Paul was filled with the Holy Spirit and at once regained his vision, was baptized and then began to preach Christ as Savior (9:17-22), Barnabas ministered in Antioch in the fullness of the Spirit and saw a great number of people brought to the Lord (11:22-26), The church was persecuted and ultimately Paul and Barnabas were expelled from Iconium but the word of the Lord was spread throughout the region “and the disciples were filled with joy and with the Holy Spirit.”(13:52), The recognized leaders of the church, while meeting in council at Jerusalem, deferred to the leading of the Spirit concluding their meeting with the statement, “It seemed good to the Holy Spirit and to us.” (15:28).   
 
Almost all of the proclamations of the gospel which are described in the book of Acts are in response to the inquiry of those outside the Church. We read in several accounts including: 

Peter’s sermon on the day of Pentecost, of the testimonies given by the apostles and by Stephen under interrogation, of the encounter of Philip with the Ethiopian eunuch, of Peter’s meeting with the household of Cornelius, and of the preaching of Paul in the synagogue at Antioch of Pisidia. In each of the examples given there is something taking place in the lives of these Christ-followers that prompts the questions to which the preaching of the Gospel is the answer! The Church cannot be grasped apart from the Holy Spirit, and can only be grasped as the work of the Holy Spirit. Only after Pentecost, that is, after the sending of the Spirit through the Risen One.


Examples of Spirit filled living in the Gospels and Pauline Epistles include:
A foundational segment of scripture on which to base both our doctrine and practice is Jesus discourse on the Holy Spirit in John 14-16. We also see the clear benefits of the public speaking gifts extolled by Paul in his corrective and instructive letter to the church in Corinth. 

I Corinthians 14:

· We speak to God and utter mysteries with our spirits (verse 2)
· We are strengthened (verses 3, 26)

· We are encouraged (verses 3, 31)

· We are comforted (verse 3)

· We are edified and built up (verses 4, 12)

· Pray and sing with our spirits (verse 15)

· We praise God with our spirit and give thanks (verse 16)

· The unbeliever is convinced that he is a sinner (verse 24)

· The secrets of the unbeliever’s heart  are laid bare, and he falls down and worships God (verse 25)

· We receive revelation (verse 30)

· We are instructed (verse 31)

The Temptation of Jesus where we read that, “Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit in the desert. (Luke 4:1), At that time Jesus, full of joy through the Holy Spirit, said, "I praise you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden these things from the wise and learned, and revealed them to little children. Yes, Father, for this was your good pleasure. (Luke 10:21), Do not get drunk on wine, which leads to debauchery. Instead, be filled with the Spirit. (Ephesians 5:18)

The danger of drunkenness (Gal. 5:21) lies not only in itself but in what it may induce. Debauchery in the New Testament means dissoluteness or dissipation and it is what marked the story of the prodigal son. (Luke 15:13) However, Paul implores his listeners that rather than engaging in deplorable actions like drunkenness, they are to be filled with the Spirit. Paul calls Christ-followers to access the reinvigorating resources of the Holy Spirit. On the day of Pentecost the effect of such an experience was mistaken for drunkenness.
 The imperative to “be filled” with the Spirit makes it clear that this is a command for all Christians and cannot be relegated to a select group of people who aspire to Christian leadership. The call and challenge to be being filled with the Spirit was not a mere recommendation or negotiable option to Christian ministry. Both Peter and Paul viewed their assignment to preach the gospel as a mandate rather than a choice. “Woe to me if I do not preach the gospel!” (I Cor. 9:16)
The influence of the Holy Spirit stands as an unquestionable truth then and should cause us once more to re-examine the Spirit’s role in our current ministries, worship expressions and ultimately in our personal lives! It should be noted that each of the interventions of the Holy Spirit had as its objective the bringing of the gospel to the Gentiles. His great preoccupation, then as now, was to make the church a missionary church.
 The gift of the Holy Spirit was empowerment to both witness and BE WITNESS! The news that the rejected and crucified Jesus is alive is something that cannot possibly be suppressed. It must be told. Who could be silent about such a fact? The mission of the Church in the pages of the New Testament is more like the fallout from a vast explosion, radioactive fallout which is not lethal but life-giving.
 H.P. Liddon is quoted as saying, “What we do on some great occasion will probably depend on what we are; and what we are will be the result of previous years of self-discipline.” 
The Spirit-filled life should also demonstrate progressive development toward a complete Christ-like character. The fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 5:22, 23) should be developing in the life of every believer. It has been observed that some who have received the baptism in the Holy Spirit and claim to be living Spirit-filled lives demonstrate less evidence of the fruit of the Spirit than some who have not received the Baptism experience. Such a fact does not destroy the truth that the Spirit takes raw material and, if given the opportunity, helps develop Christ-like character traits in every believer. Yet development of the fruit of the Spirit can, and should, be enhanced in those who have been filled with the Spirit.
 
The fruit of the Spirit are the outward evidences of the Spirit’s inward working to both the believer and the non-believer. These fruit are in essence the witness of God’s power at work within us. Apart from the Spirits empowerment to display our faith we are simply striving to live good lives minus the transformational power of God! Christian living, minus the power of the Spirit is not appealing to the Millennial generation. 
Again the Apostle Paul expresses his unrelenting dependence upon the Holy Spirit when he writes,  “When I came to you, brothers, I did not come with eloquence or superior wisdom as I proclaimed to you the testimony about God. “For I resolved to know nothing while I was with you except Jesus Christ and him crucified.  I came to you in weakness and fear, and with much trembling. My message and my preaching were not with wise and persuasive words, but with a demonstration of the Spirit's power, so that your faith might not rest on men's wisdom, but on God's power.”
 (I Corinthians 2:2-5)
In addressing the Holy Spirit’s role and the task of the church N.T. Wright states that, “The two walk together, hand in hand. We can’t talk about them apart. The point of the Spirit is to enable those who follow Jesus to take into all the world the news that he is Lord, that he has won the victory over the forces of evil, that a new world has been opened up, and that we are to help make it happen.”

Concerns that shape our current engagement in Spiritual Gifts
Fear of misuse will eventually lead to disuse. Trying to select the services in which the Holy Spirit will work through vocal gifts confuses sovereignty and strategy. With that unquestionable fact in mind the survey conducted across the NW Network Youth Ministries included several responses that echo the following submission presented by one local church pastor: “There is a hesitancy to seek public utterance of tongues and interpretation for a sense of the validity because they (students) have seen regular times of misuse in a service of adults. Some students are very young in their faith and very inquisitive. Others want to see a genuine move of God and question how genuine some of the messages are. In our church there is a lady who regularly gives a message and the interpretation is almost always the same wording.” This and other examples serve to sour students as they encounter the gifts of the Spirit. But disuse is not the answer. 
Every church wanting to reach those people who are far from God will employ strategies designed for that purpose. That also means that other strategies will not be utilized. However, vocal gifts are not a strategy which we can make a positive or negative determination.
 Vocal gifts are designed to benefit every church and community regardless of its cultural realities. The Gospel, and thus the Holy Spirit who works as the propeller of the Gospel, is not limited to one specific cultural norm and as such is not bound by geographic, racial, economical or stylistic preferences. We cannot determine when or where the Spirit will speak but we can create environments ripe for His presence. The Holy Spirit will never sponsor any vocal gift that will drive people away from Christ.
Because there is a lack of teaching and experiential engagement in the gifts of the Spirit in a majority of our Churches there are simply not enough hands-on exposure that allow for the its development. In these settings it is not a stretch to state that our churches are Pentecostal in doctrine, but not experience and practice in the sense that we would traditionally define it.
When this occurs it creates scenarios where our churches would be experientially proficient, but doctrinally deficient, or deficient in both. Not allowing for or creating the opportunity for people to receive the baptism with the Holy Spirit grossly limited the work of the Spirit in individuals lives which then by natural trickledown effect significantly limits the work of the Spirit in the Church corporately. While it is true that some see the baptism in the Spirit with the evidence of speaking in tongues as the “be all and end all” it is also true that many in our churches are like the Ephesian disciples who don’t understand doctrinally who the Holy Spirit is, or what he does. 

Many have received the baptism of the Spirit and now speak in tongues, but live lives that fail to display the presence of the Spirit. This is the greatest turn-off to this generation! The clearest evidence of the Spirits presence in a believer’s life is not that they speak in an otherworldly tongue but that they actually live lives that display characteristics of a genuine believer! Of course those who have not been baptized in the Spirit live without the benefits which that experience provides both for them and the church.

Practical Recommendations Based On Reflection of Current Engagement
The Holy Spirit is the most culturally relevant and sensitive person in the church today. So how can we embrace Him and all that he has for us as a 21st Century Church? It is paramount that we help Christ-followers recognize that we do not receive an experience but rather the person of the Holy Spirit. For that to occur there must be the freedom for a shift away from 20th Century modes of engagement where needed. We’ve made drastic and crucial steps toward “both and” thinking in other foundational aspects of doing and being The Church and that same freedom needs to be applied to this specific aspect of Christian living.
No generation is more primed for a Pentecostal relationship with God through the baptism in the Holy Spirit than the millennial generation because they value participation as a prerequisite to belief.
 Because of that we do not have the option of neglecting to address this need head-on. Failure to do so will result in a missed opportunity we will undoubtedly regret.
We need a heightened level of personal engagement among current pastors and leaders who will study, dialogue, and purposefully expose their ministries to the Holy Spirit and Pentecostal expressions. It’s no secret that what students determine what is important spiritually by what they see and hear emphasized in their church. Purposeful attention, time and dialogue must be given to this issue in order for students to recognize both its value and urgency in propelling the Gospel.
Northwest Ministry Network ministers need to take a holistic approach to Bible teaching and preaching. Our tendency is to teach and preach in those areas that we feel most comfortable which leads to an unbalanced presentation of the Bible. Similar to a fitness fanatic who only focuses his or her training on one muscle group, producing an unbalanced body, a pastor who relegates his or her speaking to a limited segment of scripture produces an unbalanced body of believers.
What often keeps pastors from teaching and preaching on this crucial subject is their personal sense of inadequacy to address the topic with a high level of competence and clarity. While I believe we need to further develop our skills in this area; I propose that engagement in the workings of the Holy Spirit will always have a measure of messiness to them. The messiness is not on the Spirit’s end but on ours and we must come to a place that we will not allow our unease to hinder us from jumping into the deep end of the pool trusting that God will not allow us to drown.
It does not take long for a young minister to realize that watching other leaders facilitate the gifts of the Spirit and their benefits to the local church is vastly different than actually leading this type of experience themselves. Simply said, watching is not the same as doing. Pastors cannot and will not lead their ministries where they have not gone. In order for youth pastors, who are the primary leadership pipeline for future lead pastor roles, to be prepared to lead their ministries into deeper places with the Spirit, they must personally encounter the Person of the Spirit in their daily lives. An unfamiliar and unpracticed relationship with the Spirit can rarely, if ever, translate into strong public leadership regarding the gifts of the Spirit. So the beginning of healthy engagement in our churches must start with healthy interaction and practice of the gifts of the Spirit in our lives personally! In his book The Soul of Ministry, the author states that, equipping without empowering is like putting Saul’s armor on David. We know that David approached his epic battle with Goliath seemingly under equipped but fully empowered by the Spirit of God.
”The Lord, who saved me from the paw of the lion and from the paw of the bear, will save me from the hand of this Philistine.” (I Samuel 17:38-39). 
While David serves as one example of the Spirits empowerment, Jesus’ own ministry was marked more by the Spirit than by his professional methods and techniques. From the moment of his baptism in the Jordan on, the ministry of Jesus was one empowered by the Spirit more than by his Galilean origin and earlier vocation as a carpenter which only served to cast doubt on his credentials as a religious teacher. What set him apart was his ability to connect with the common man who instantly recognized him as a person of unparallel inner power. Matthew writes in his Gospel that, the crowds were amazed at his teaching, because he taught as one who had authority, not as the teachers of the Law. (Matthew 7:28-29). The empowerment of the Spirit is not always in obvious outward results, but in the unswerving commitment and the inexplicable devotion to a task. The empowerment of the Spirit did not diminish in the life and ministry of Jesus as he moved relentlessly toward the cross. It was only then that the true nature of empowerment became clear.

Spirit-filled  and overflowing
It seems evident that the Apostle Paul preferred prophecy over tongues and interpretation. He brought strong correction to the church in Corinth that was frequently engaged in the public use of tongues without an interpretation. Nevertheless he encouraged both prophecy and interpreted tongues in all services.
 We need not minimize and thus eliminate the public utterance gifts, for in doing so we remove practical public evidence of Spirit-filled living. The outward expressions of the Spirit will draw people who are far from God toward Him and provide edification for those who are already in relationship with Him. The natural response to the Spirit’s presence in a believer’s life is to share Him with others out of their overflow. I believe that is why Paul encouraged the Corinthian church to seek the “greater gifts” of prophecy because their practice would bring about the edification of the individual but more importantly the entire church body. Christ-followers are called to live lives full of the Spirit in order to have something to pour out.
Practical Implications for engaging students in the experiential aspects of the Spirit 
In order for students to encounter the working of the Spirit in their own spiritual journey someone has to put this on their radar. Systematic preaching and teaching on topics interrelated to the Holy Spirit and his personhood and role in the expansion of the church from New Testament times to now will help expose and (re) engage students. Potential formats and venues for this include: 1) Sermon Series, 2) Small Group Curriculum, 3) Holy Spirit retreats, 4) Leadership development regarding Spiritual gifts and their Biblical precedence, 5) Sunday School, and 6) Peer to peer dialogue regarding the gifts of the Spirit and their role in the church today.  In order for our ministries to be healthy, there must be multiple voices who can speak with Biblical authority regarding the gifts of the Spirit and their role in our present church culture. Every volunteer needs to know the basics of what the Bible says about these precious gifts. 
Our responsibility to equip leaders that the body of Christ might be built up is clearly laid out in Ephesians 4:11-12. Our volunteer workers must also have a general understanding of what to do in the event that a student does something unusual. While it is imperative that the Spirit not be quenched, it is equally important that He not be grieved through emotional expressions that elevate the individual rather than Jesus Christ. As a rule, a student that is experiencing something unusual (not anti-scriptural) in a crowd will experience the same expressions while alone or with a smaller group. This is one strategy to help guide students who are experiencing a unique and somewhat distracting expression. If it is real it will not be limited to a large group setting. 
Purposeful follow-up of students who experience and engage in spiritual gifts is an often overlooked but essential step in their spiritual formation. Talking through their experience—not to validate it but rather to pastor them—provides opportunity to address questions, concerns and misperceptions related to their encounter. Millennial students desperately want to experience God and a significant step in that process is leaving room for dialogue and even disagreement regarding their encounter. Pointing students to Biblical passages that reinforce their experience allow it be anchored to more than the right music, speaker and feelings and help to lay a framework for future participation, resulting in the spreading of the Gospel!
Regular examination of our own personal spiritual journey in order to distinguish those
seasons where we’ve cooled to the things of the Spirit; followed by a renewed commitment to re-engagement is crucial. It’s impossible to evaluate something without first establishing it as a value. This is where the ongoing and systematic preaching and teaching plays such a significant role. Simply stated, we must purposefully include the Holy Spirit and His gifts to our on-going balanced preaching and teaching schedule.
Words matter. For students to have spiritual experiences that leave a footprint that is kingdom building and credibility enhancing the leaders engaged in facilitating must bring with them a cultural awareness – if even a limited one! To become relevant is to catch up with the time in history you were intended to serve. Relevance is not about having everyone agree with you. It is about speaking the truth of Christ honestly and credibly into a person’s life. When we speak relevantly to the world we live in, there is a resonance of reality and authenticity.
 The words and phrases we use play a monumental role in shaping students ability to articulate their experience to others which is crucial future engagement. They must be able to answer the questions, “What happened to you?” and “Where is that in the Bible?” in words that are relevant to have a shared definition or they will be one-time experiences. I am not trying to limit the Holy Spirit’s work to a set of simple words that we can use to articulate His influence in our students, but believe that if we do not help them think through and at the very least approach a place where they can verbalize their experience it will be minimized and potentially pushed to the back burner of their spiritual pursuits. In his book UNChristian Dave Kinnaman writes, “If you are interested in communicating and expressing Christ to new generations, you must understand the intensity with which they hold their views. As Christians, we cannot just throw up our hands in disgust or defensiveness. We have a responsibility to our friends and neighbors to have a sober, reasonable understanding of their perspectives.”
 To be culturally sensitive and Evangelical does mean we have to be anti-Pentecostal.
Many students have made genuine attempts to experience the gifts of the Spirit only to find themselves leaving the altar or service discouraged because they “failed” to “get” the specific gift that was being presented, all too often in our Assembly of God churches that means the gift of tongues. To relegate the gifts of the Spirit to this one specific verbal gift is to short-change the students of the other beautiful expressions of the Spirit that are necessary for the building of the Kingdom and more specifically their personal spiritual lives which will in turn build the Kingdom! Because of the negative exposure some students have had in camps, services etc. there must be a concerted effort to utilize language that keeps them from feeling polarized.
The shortest route to gaining full access into the life of a student is love. Many students have failed to experience sustained love from those closest to them. As a result, they will look for love, or a cheap imitation of it, in places that produce heart-break, internal suffering and ultimately rejection. This is another practical way for the person of the Spirit to be presented to our students. As Saint Augustine surmised, “the primary presence of the Holy Spirit is love not knowledge.” It is love that creates abiding, constancy and unity.
 This is what students long for and can find in the presence of the Holy Spirit but will often not stumble into and thus must be led.
What are the current influences both for and against Pentecostal expression in the local church youth ministry?

If only a few settings are available each year that provide opportunity for students to have what I would call “green house moments” where they can safely and freely investigate the person of the Spirit and His gifts we are missing it! In order for Christian leaders to create green house moments for Millennial Pentecostals, who are exposed to other green house moments outside of their faith, we must look for these opportunities in the regular ebb and flow of everyday ministry. To only allow room for the Spirit’s expressions on occasion mitigates His role in their daily lives, thus pushing Him further to their fringe of their faith rather than toward the center where He belongs. If our aim is to make it a norm rather than relegating these experiences to one or two moments a year we will begin to help students mature in their faith which is the biblical mandate found in Ephesians 4:11-13. These green house moments are currently far and few between in the average church but I fully believe that we are closer to them taking place than we may think. Creating windows of opportunity for students to open their Bible’s, talk through what they are reading and then actively seek these God-given experiences in a safe but not stifling environment could serve to provide a positive setting that would create a thirst for greater engagement without the initial public pressure currently associated with many spiritual gifts.
What is the womb and cradle for Pentecostal experience among our teens and maybe more importantly our children?
Some ministries have marginalized Pentecostal expressions in the local church services. But to that I would counter that the most Pentecostal thing that could happen; or more clearly stated, the normal trajectory of Pentecostal expression would lead to evangelism. Do expressions of Spiritual Gifts hinder evangelism? Absolutely not! Excess of anything in public ministry and gifts can cause an overemphasis and conversely a de-emphasis of balanced ministry. Because of the abuses that are widely chronicled there is a general lack of early adoption to Pentecostal expressions. Pentecostals would do well to highlight the empowerment for prophetic witness in their understanding of Spirit baptism. They focus not on one’s initial conversion to Christ but on becoming the church for the world.
 When Pastors recognize the deep desire among evangelistically hungry church members, (not necessarily younger members) to be the Church in everyday life they will be quicker to embrace and release people to pursue Spiritual gifts.
Because many leaders propensity is to create comfortable, self contained gatherings that lack any of the New Testament messiness we’ve seen a lack of engagement in the Spiritual gifts.  Many leaders want to control their services and in doing so keep the outward expressions of the Spirit, especially the utterance gifts on the shelf. In so doing there is a general marginalization of the Spirit; thus squelching potential evangelistic opportunities afforded by Him! 
Pentecost is more than a historical and instrumental link between a theology of the incarnation and a theology of the institutional church. Pentecost is more than the birth of the church; it is the indwelling power of the Spirit of Christ as the source of the church’s life and ministry. The Great Commission gives the church its instructions; Pentecost provides its initiation and power. The command, “go and make disciples of all nations” (Matthew 28:19), anticipates the promise, “you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses…” (Acts 1:8).
 Incarnation without baptism in the Spirit would have left Jesus powerless, even though he was the Son of God. A Christ-followers we are woefully lacking the empowerment we need to live lives that involve any amount of eternal influence minus the Holy Spirits presence. Young leaders are, in many ways, simply doing what Pentecostals have done since Azusa Street, trying to sort out how the beliefs and practices of movement make the journey from the church to the sidewalk. For them, a Pentecost that does not function at Starbucks is not Pentecost at all.
 We are moving the right direction as leaders who actively present the person of the Holy Spirit to our people. The next step is to create a theology of leadership that moves from the focus on an individual hearing of the voice of God (Moses on the mountaintop) and casting vision to that of a leader who cultivates vision and leads the community in vision discovery—team leadership will become more prominent as the primary leader becomes a poet of vision empowering the community toward mission involvement, replacing the 20th Century model of Pentecostal leadership that has more often than not been focused on a leader-centered church and authoritarian pronouncement.
 Practical Pentecost is within reach, if we’d simply extend our hands, our head, and heart toward the person of the Spirit and His expressions for the church of today!
http://vimeo.coxm/4353976
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