BETHANY PRIMITIVE BAPTIST CHURCH
NEW MEMBER’S TRAINING and GROWTH GUIDE
WORKBOOK

Welcome to the Lord
And
The Church whose Center is Christ, Purpose is Praise and Mission is the Gospel
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BETHANY PRIMITIVE BAPTIST CHURCH
NEW MEMBER’S TRAINING and GROWTH GUIDE
Workbook

You have made the most important commitment a person can make in life. As a result of
receiving Jesus as your Savior and Lord, you have experienced a new birth, a spiritual birth.
You now need to grow into a mature follower of Jesus. To assist in your continuous spiritual
growth, Bethany Primitive Church offers orientation and training for new members, Sunday
School classes and weekly Bible Study.

We, at Bethany believe unequivocally that God sends persons to this church to build upon its
ministry. The value of each member cannot be measured, for we see ourselves as members
of one Body, the Body of Jesus Christ. As you begin your spiritual journey, be aware that
Satan will seek to halt your study and Christian growth. Ask God to give you strength to
continue and complete your study. The subject and instructor of each session are described
below:

Session Subject Instructor
e Plan of Salvation Pastor Battle and Deacon Board
e Church Discipline/Doctrine and
l. First Wednesday Church Covenant
e The Meaning of Church
Membership
Baptist Ordinances: Pastor Battle and Deacon Board
Il. Second e Baptism
Wednesday e Holy Communion (The Lord’s Supper)

e Feet-Washing Rites

[ll. Third o Ministries
Wednesday Ministries of the Church Chairpersons/Presidents
V. Eourth Ministries of the Church (continued) Ministries

Chairpersons/Presidents
Q&A: New Members opportunity to

Wednesday discuss faith-based issues with the Pastor New Members
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Session |
A. Plan of Salvation
B. Primitive Baptist Church Covenant and Doctrine
C. The Meaning of Church Membership

A. Plan of Salvation

Session Objective: Ensure that you fully understand the Biblical basis for receiving
salvation.

The word of God (John 3:16; 1 John 5:11-13)
God wants you to know that you have life.

The promises of God (Rom 10:9; John 5:24)
What are the promises found in these two verses?
1.

2.

The character of God (1 Corinthian 1:9; | Thessalonians 5:24; Hebrews 10:23)
What do these verses tell you about God’s character?
God is

The Spirit of God (Ephesians 1:13-14; 2 Corinthian 5:17)
What is the seal given by God as a guarantee of His promise?

NOTES:

The Holy Spirit at work within you is indisputable proof of your salvation. The Holy
Spirit's work in your life will bring changes. Some changes will be gradual; some
changes will be instant. The inward and outward changes that result are the final proof
of your salvation.
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B. Primitive Baptist Church Covenant and Discipline/Doctrine

Session Objective: Ensure that the member fully understands the Biblical basis of the
Church Covenant and the Discipline/Doctrine of the Primitive Baptist Church as well as
how it is practiced at Bethany Primitive Baptist Church.

The Primitive Baptist Church Discipline/Doctrine is a detailed document that outlines the
Articles of Faith, The Christian Church, Church Membership, Church Officers, Church
Discipline, Discipline of Elders, Church Government, Parliamentary Rules and Church
Ordinances. This document is located under Tab 6 of your New Members Manual.

The church covenant is a voluntary agreement by members of a Baptist church whereby
they promise to conduct their lives in such a way as to glorify GOD and promote the
ongoing of His church. Every member should study it carefully, refer to it often, and
seek to live by it. It clearly outlines the obligations of church membership. The
document is located at Tab 8 of your New Member’s Manual.

NOTES:

C. The Meaning of Church Membership

Session Objective: Ensure that you fully understand you must TAKE CHURCH
MEMBERSHIP SERIOUSLY!

Membership in Bethany Primitive Baptist Church involves commitment to worship the
Lord corporately, edifying brothers and sisters through the word of guide, cooperating in
the vision God has given our Sheppard (the Pastor), and holding each other
accountable to walk in a manner pleasing to the Lord as a witness to the truth of Christ
in the world.
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We (Bethany) believe that covenant church membership is a wise and helpful path for
those who desire to walk together in obedience to the Lord and in a manner that is
worthy of the gospel of Christ (Philippians 1:27). This becomes evident when we
consider how the New Testament teaching on church government and church discipline
relate to mutual accountability and thus to the concept of covenant membership.

NOTES:

Session |l

Session Objective: Ensure that the member fully understands the Biblical basis for
Baptism, Holy Communion and the Feet-Washing Rites of the Primitive Baptist faith.

Baptism

Baptism is the immersion of a believer in water by the proper administrator — one who
has been baptized by immersion, in the name of the Father, Son and the Holy Ghost. In
other words, baptism is an outward symbol of an inner change and transformation that
is supposed to take place beforehand.
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NOTES:

Holy Communion (Lord’s Supper)

Communion is the ceremony of the last supper. | Corinthians 11: 23-26

NOTES:
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Feet-Washing Rites

Jesus established the rite of Feet-Washing in the 13" Chapter of St. John.

NOTES:

Session |l

Session Objective: To provide the member detailed information on the organization
and responsibilities of the church’s core ministries

1. Deacon Board
NOTES:

2. Mothers (Deaconess) Board
NOTES:
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3. Christian Education Department
NOTES:

4. Church Administration
NOTES:

5. Couples Ministry
NOTES:
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6. Evangelism Ministry
NOTES:

7. Finance Ministry
NOTES:

8. Hospitality Ministry
NOTES:
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9. Men’s Ministry
NOTES:

10.Music Ministry
NOTES:

Session IV

Session Objective: Session Objective: To provide the member detailed information
on the organization and responsibilities of the church’s core ministries and provide the
member with an opportunity to discuss a variety of faith-based issues with the Pastor of
Bethany Primitive Baptist Church.

1. Nursery
NOTES:

New Member’s Training-Workbook (Last Updated: 12 October 2011) Page 10



2. Recreation Ministry
NOTES:

3. Singles Ministry
NOTES:

4. Trustee Board
NOTES:

5. Usher Ministry
NOTES:
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6. Van Ministry
NOTES:

7. Women’s Auxiliary
NOTES:

8. Worship Ministry
NOTES:
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9. Youth Ministry
NOTES:

Questions & Answers:
Please note the questions or issues you would like to discuss with the Pastor:
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NOTES:
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NOTES:
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