“LIVING AGAINST THE GRAIN”

The Gospel and The Word
1 Corinthians 2:1-5
INTRODUCTION – It is so easy to become distracted by the world that the message of the Gospel becomes weakened and polluted.  Paul calls the Corinthians attention in 1 Corinthians 2:1-5 to three nuggets of truth concerning the Gospel.
NUGGET #1

The Gospel is not about 


 


 





 (v. 1).     
A.
That includes personal 



 (v. 1).

1
And when I came to you, brethren, I did not come with 
superiority of speech or of wisdom, proclaiming to you 
the testimony of God.

B.
That includes the 



 (v. 2).
2
For I determined to know nothing among you except 
Jesus Christ, and Him crucified.

NUGGET #2

The Gospel is not about the 



 or 
the 



 but about the 

 




 (vv. 3-4).
A.



 is a must (vv. 3-4a).

3
I was with you in weakness and in fear and in much 
trembling,

4a
and my message and my preaching were not in 
persuasive words of wisdom, 
B.


 


 is a must (v. 4b).
4b
but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power,
NUGGET #3

The Gospel has 


 (v. 5).

5
so that your faith would not rest on the wisdom of men, but on the power of God.

CONCLUSION -- Have you personally experienced the power of God?  Are you depending upon your personal capability in sharing the Gospel or upon the power of God?
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