“LIVING AGAINST THE GRAIN”

What's A Servant To Do?
1 Corinthians 4:1-5
INTRODUCTION – Often we find ourselves in the role of critic.  Our sin nature makes it quite easy for us to sit in the seat of judge and jury and pass out a verdict as others do the work.  That is often found in churches concerning the role of pastor. In 1 Corinthians 4:1-5, Paul gives us three characteristics that helps us to understand God's purpose for His servants.

CHARACTERISTIC  #1
How is he to be 



 (v. 1)?


A.
He is  a 



 of Christ (v. 1a).

1a
Let a man regard us in this manner, as servants of Christ 

B.
He is a 



 of God's mysteries (v. 1b).

1b
and stewards of the mysteries of God.
CHARACTERISTIC #2
What is the 




 (v. 2)?
2
In this case, moreover, it is required of stewards that one be found trustworthy.

CHARACTERISTIC #3
How is he to be 



 (vv. 3-5)?
A.
By 



 (v. 3).
3
But to me it is a very small thing that I may be examined by you, or by any human court; 

B.
By 


 (vv. 3b-4a).


3b
in fact, I do not even examine myself.

4a
For I am conscious of nothing against myself, yet I am not by this acquitted;

C.
By 


 (vv. 4b-5).
4b
but the one who examines me is the Lord.
5
Therefore do not go on passing judgment before the time, but wait until the Lord comes who will both bring to light the things hidden in the darkness and disclose the motives of men's heart; and then each man's praise will come to him from God.
CONCLUSION -- How should our perspective change?  How much respect do you have for the Gospel?  What will be revealed concerning your motives when you stand before Jesus?
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