 “LIVING AGAINST THE GRAIN”

The Better Life
1 Corinthians 6:1-11
INTRODUCTION – So much of unsavory living has begun to characterize those who are in the church.  It was the same in Corinth during the time when Paul wrote this letter to the Corinthians.  Former habits and lifestyle patterns were being practiced in the church.  In this letter, Paul instructs the Corinthians how they are to be different from the world by giving three general statements that separated them from the world.
STATEMENT #1
Christians have different 


 (vv. 1-6).

A.
Affected by 



 (v. 1).

1
Does any one of you, when he has a case against his 
neighbor, dare to go to law before the unrighteous and 
not before the saints?
B.
Affected by 



 (vv. 2-3).

2
Or do you not know that the saints will judge the world?  If the world 
is judged by you, are you not competent to constitute the smallest law courts?

3
Do you not know that we will judge angels?  How much more matters of this life?

C.
Affected by 



 (vv. 4-6).
4
So if you have law courts dealing with matters of this 
life, do you appoint them as judges who are of no 
account in the church?

5
I say this to your shame.  Is it so, that there is not 
among you one wise man who will be able to decide 
between his brethren,

6
but brother goes to law with brother, and that before 
unbelievers?

STATEMENT #2
Christians have different 


 (vv. 7-8).
7
Actually, then, it is already a defeat for you, that you have 
lawsuits with one another.  Why not rather be wronged?  Why 
not rather be defrauded?

8
On the contrary, you yourselves wrong and defraud.  You do 
this even to your brethren.

STATEMENT #3
Christians have different 


 (vv. 9-11).
A.



 (vv. 9-10).

9
Or do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God?  Do not be deceived; neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor homosexuals, 

10
nor thieves, nor the covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers, will inherit the kingdom of God.

B.



 (v. 11).

11
Such were some of you; but you were washed, but you were sanctified, but you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and in the Spirit of our God.

CONCLUSION -- Are you still displaying actions that are common among the unbelieving world?  Do you desire to grow in your Christian life?  What steps are you taking to be different?
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