 “LIVING AGAINST THE GRAIN”

God's Guidelines for Marriage
1 Corinthians 7:8-16
INTRODUCTION – The concept of marriage is in such disarray in our culture today.  Many marriages end in divorce.  Many just don't bother to get married.   For some, marriage is not an option.  The Corinthian church was filled with marriage problems, especially since many were saved out of a culture that did not place a high value on marriage.  As we look at 1 Corinthians 7:8-16, we will learn what God's guidelines are concerning marriage.  Paul writes general principles concerning marriage from God's perspective as applied to three groups of individuals.
GROUP #1
Guidelines for those who were 


        married (vv. 8-9).
8
But I say to the unmarried and to widows that it is good for them if they remain even as I.

9
But if they do not have self-control, let them marry; for it is better to marry than to burn with passion.

GROUP #2
Guidelines for those who are married to 


 


(vv. 10-11).
10
But to the married I give instructions, not I, but the Lord, that the wife should not leave her husband

11
(but if she does leave, she must remained unmarried, or else be reconciled to her husband), and that the husband should not divorce his wife.

GROUP #3
 Guidelines for those who are married to 



 

(vv. 12-16).

A. 
Those who want to 


 married (vv. 12-14).

12
But to the rest I say, not the Lord, that if any brother has a wife who is an unbeliever, and she consents to live with him, he must not divorce her.

13
And a woman who has an unbelieving husband, and he consents to 
live with her, she must not send her husband away.

14
For the unbelieving husband is sanctified through his wife, and the unbelieving wife is sanctified through her believing husband; for otherwise your children are unclean, but now they are holy.

B.
Those who want to 



 (vv. 15-16).
15
Yet if the unbelieving one leaves, let him leave; the brother or the sister is not under bondage in such cases, but God has called us to peace.

16
For how do you know, O wife, whether you will save your husband?  Or how do you know, O husband, whether you will save your wife?

CONCLUSION -- Are you being obedient to what God's Word says?  Or, are you ignoring truth to do your own will?  What changes do you need to make in your thinking?
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