“LIVING AGAINST THE GRAIN”

Polluted Worship
1 Corinthians 10:14-22
INTRODUCTION – We are called out as believers to worship God as a way of life.  Our whole life is to be devoted to the worship of God.  Yet, so often our worship becomes polluted as we allow the world to influence our way of thinking and our lifestyle.  In 1 Corinthians 10:14-22, Paul gives us four facts that help us to understand how to worship without being polluted by the world.
FACT #1
True worship must not include 



 (vv. 14-15).
14
Therefore, my beloved, flee from idolatry.

15
I speak as to wise men; you judge what I say.

FACT #2
True worship is demonstrated in 



 (vv. 


16-18).

16
Is not the cup of blessing which we bless a sharing in the blood of Christ?  Is not the bread which we break a sharing in the body of 
Christ?

17
Since there is one bread, we who are many are one body; for we all partake of the one bread.

18
Look at the nation Israel; are not those who eat the sacrifices sharers in the altar?

FACT #3
True worship cannot be 



 (vv. 19-21).
19
What do I mean then?  That a thing sacrificed to idols is anything, or that an idol is anything?

20
No, but I say that the things which the Gentiles sacrifice, they sacrifice to demons and not to God; and I do not want you to become sharers in demons.

21
You cannot drink the cup of the Lord and the cup of demons; you cannot partake of the table of the Lord and the table of demons.

FACT #4
True worship is not 



 to the Lord (v. 22).
22
Or do we provoke the Lord to jealousy?  We are not stronger than He, are we?

CONCLUSION -- Are you guilty of polluted worship?  Where do you specifically find idolatry existing in your life?   What are you going to do about it?
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