“LIVING AGAINST THE GRAIN”

Unity But Diversity
1 Corinthians 12:12-19
INTRODUCTION – Unity in the Body of Christ is a must.  It exists in Christ, but often is not recognized in the local church.  The key factor to unity in the local body is its diversity.  The purpose of diversity is to work towards unity.  If each member of the body does not recognize and accept their role division will occur.  In 1 Corinthians 12:12-19 we learn four facts about the Body of Christ that lead to be unified while being diverse in spiritual gifts.
FACT#1
The body of Christ is 


 (v. 12).
12
For even as the body is one and yet has many members, and 
all the members of the body, though they are many, are one 
body, so also is Christ.

FACT #2
The body of Christ is 


 by one Spirit (v. 13).
13
For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body, whether Jews 
or Greeks, whether slaves or free, and we were all made to drink of one Spirit.

FACT #3
The body of Christ is 



 (vv. 14-17).

14
For the body is not one member, but many.

15
If the foot says, "Because I am not a hand, I am not a part of the body," it is not for this reason any the less a apart of the body.

16
And if the ear says, "Because I am not an eye, I am not a part of the 
body," it is not for this reason any the less a part of the body.

17
If the whole body were an eye, where would the hearing be?  If the whole were hearing, where would the sense of smell be?

FACT #4
The body of Christ is 


(vv. 18-19).
18
But now God has placed the members, each one of them, in 
the body, just as He desired.

19
If they were all one member, where would the body be?

CONCLUSION -- Are you accepting your role in the Body of Christ?  Are you trying to be something different than what God has gifted you to be?  Are you relying on your own personal skills and talents rather than God's gifts?  What needs to change in your life?
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