“LIVING AGAINST THE GRAIN”

Making Ministry Count
1 Corinthians 13:1-3
INTRODUCTION – One of the most misunderstood passages of Scripture in the Bible is 1 Corinthians 13.  It is usually seen only as a marriage manual.  Yet, the context suggests that doing ministry without love is worthless.  Paul corrects the Corinthians by informing how ministry must be done to be effective.  In verses 1-3, we find six actions that are worthless without love.
· A definition of love (ἀγάπη) -- 
ACTION #1



 without love is worthless (v. 1).
1
If I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but do not have love, I have become a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal.

ACTION #2



 without love is worthless (v. 2a).
2a
If I have the gift of prophecy, . . . but do not have love, I am nothing.
ACTION #3



 without love is worthless (v. 2b).
2b
and know all mysteries and all knowledge; . . . but do not have love, I am nothing.
ACTION #4



 without love is worthless (v. 2c).
2c
and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but do not 
have love, I am nothing.
ACTION #5

        


 without love is worthless (v. 3a).

3a
And if I give all my possessions to feed the poor, . . . but do 
not have love, it profits me nothing.
ACTION #6



 without love is worthless (v. 3b).

3b
and if I surrender my body to be burned, but do not have love, 


it profits me nothing.
CONCLUSION -- Are you practicing love in your life?  Do your actions speak louder than your words?  What do you need to change?
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