“LIVING AGAINST THE GRAIN”

Spiritual Gifts Versus Love
1 Corinthians 13:8-13
INTRODUCTION – Sometimes we forget to keep the main thing the main thing.  The Corinthian church was guilty of that in the area of the spiritual gifts.  Paul gives instruction to correct their thinking by presenting four facts contrasting spiritual gifts with agape love.
FACT #1
Spiritual gifts are 




 (v. 8).

8
Love never fails; but if there are gifts of prophecy, they will be 
done away; if there are tongues, they will cease; if there is 
knowledge, it will be done away.
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FACT #2
Spiritual gifts are not 





 (vv. 


9-10).

9
For we know in part and we prophesy in part;


10
but when the perfect comes, the partial will be done away.
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 is not. . . 
B.
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 is. . . 
FACT #3
Spiritual gifts are 




 (vv. 11-12).
11
When I was a child, I used to speak like a child, think like a child, reason like a child; when I became a man, I did away with childish things.

12
For now we see in a mirror dimly, but then face to face; now I know in part, but then I will know fully just as a I also have been fully known.

FACT #4
But, agape love is 




 (v. 13).
13
But now faith, hope, love, abide these three; but the greatest of these is love.

CONCLUSION -- Are you making the main thing the main thing?  Is agape love more important to you than anything else?  Is there someone for whom you have stopped having agape love?
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