“LIVING AGAINST THE GRAIN”

The Resurrection:  True or False?
1 Corinthians 15:12-19
INTRODUCTION – We often live our lives as though Christ was not resurrected.  We live defeated lives.  We look no different than the world.  We do not live resurrected lives.  There were some in the Corinthian church who denied the resurrection of the dead.  So, Paul argues in 1 Corinthians 15:12, that one must deny Christ's resurrection if he denies the resurrection of the dead.
12
Now if Christ is preached, that He has been raised from the dead, how do some among you say that there is no resurrection of the dead?

In 1 Corinthians 15:12-19, we see that if we deny the resurrection of the dead, we must also deny four pertinent truths of Christianity.
TRUTH #1
We must deny 


 (vv. 13-14).  Why?

A.
Scripture states the 


 was resurrected (v. 13).

13
But if there is no resurrection of the dead, not even Christ has been raised;


B.
Scripture states that we are to 


 in Christ (v. 14).

14
and if Christ has not been raised, then our preaching is vain, your faith also is vain.

TRUTH #2
We must deny 


 (v. 15).  Why?

A.
God's appointed messengers proclaimed a 


 


message (v. 15a).

15a
Moreover we are even found to be false witnesses of God, because we testified against God that He raised Christ, 

B.
God's appointed messengers accredited God with 


 that He did not have (v. 15b).
15b
whom He did not raise, if in fact the dead are not raised.

TRUTH #3
We must deny 


 (vv. 16-17).  Why?


A.
Salvation is dependent upon 


 resurrection (v. 16-


17a).

16
For if the dead are not raised, not even Christ has been raised;

17a
and if Christ has not been raised, your faith is worthless

B.
Salvation is dependent upon pardoned 


 (v. 17b).

17b
you are still in your sins.

TRUTH #4
We must deny 


 


 (vv. 18-19).  
Why?

A.
The 



 have been destroyed (v. 18).

18
Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished.

B.
The 



 have no hope (v. 19).

19
If we have hoped in Christ in this life only, we are of all men most to be pitied.

CONCLUSION -- My Lord was resurrected, what about yours?  Is the life that you are now living proof that He is alive?
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