“LIVING AGAINST THE GRAIN”

Our Resurrection Bodies
1 Corinthians 15:35-49
INTRODUCTION – To the human mind the resurrection makes no sense.  It is only by faith that we understand the fact of the resurrection.  If Jesus could be resurrected, it is nothing for him to resurrect the born again human body.  In 1 Corinthians 15:35-49 Paul gives four answers to two questions concerning the resurrection body.
· Two Questions (v. 35):

35
But someone will say, "How are the dead raised?  And with 
what kind of body do they come?"


1.



2.
· Four Answers (vv. 36-49):

ANSWER #1

An illustration from 


 (vv. 36-38).

A.



 (v. 36).

36
You fool!  That which you sow does not come to life unless it dies;

B.



 (v. 37).

37
and that which you sow, you do not sow the body which is to be, but a bare grain, perhaps of wheat or of something else. 

C.



 (v. 38).
38
But God gives it a body just as He wished, and to each of the seeks a body of its own.

ANSWER #2

The 

 of 



 body (vv. 39-42a).
39
All flesh is not the same flesh, but there is one flesh of men, and another flesh of beasts, and another flesh of birds, and another of fish.

40
There are also heavenly bodies and earthly bodies, but the glory of the heavenly is one, and the glory of the earthly is another.

41
There is one glory of the sun, and another glory of the moon, and another glory of the stars; for star differs from star in glory.

42a
So also is the resurrection of the dead.  
ANSWER #3

The 


 of the 


 body (vv. 



42b-44).
A.



 vs. 




42b
It is sown a perishable body, it is raised an imperishable body;

B.



 vs. 


 (v. 43a).
43a
it is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory; 

C.



 vs. 


 (v. 43b).
43b
it is sown in weakness, it is raised in power;

D.



 vs. 


 (v. 44).

44
it is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body.  If there is a natural body, there is also a spiritual body.
ANSWER #4

The 



 of our resurrection body (vv. 


45-49).
45
So also it is written, "The first MAN, Adam, BECAME A LIVING SOUL."  The last Adam because a life-giving spirit.

46
However, the spiritual is not first, but the natural; then the spiritual.

47
The first man is from the earth, earthy; the second man is from heaven.

48
As is the earthy, so also are those who are earthy; and as is the heavenly, so also are those who are heavenly.

49
Just as we have borne the image of the earthy, we will also bear the image of the heavenly.

CONCLUSION -- Do you believe in the resurrection of the dead?  Are you motivated by the resurrection of the dead in Christ?  How much improper emphasis do you place upon your current body?
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