“LIVING AGAINST THE GRAIN”

Serving the Lord Honorably
1 Corinthians 16:5-12
INTRODUCTION – Every Christian should be in the service of the Lord.  Unfortunately, we find that many Christians waste time and opportunities due to misplaced priorities and values.  Activity does not necessarily mean productivity for the Lord.  The Apostle Paul sought to serve the Lord at all times making the most of the opportunities.  We learn from 1 Corinthians 16:5-12 that as Christians we should employ six basic principles to effectively do the Lord's work.
PRINCIPLE #1
We must PLAN AHEAD (v. 5).
5
But I will come to you after I go through Macedonia, for I am going through Macedonia;

PRINCIPLE #2
We must be FLEXIBLE (v. 6).
6
and perhaps I will stay with you, or even spend the winter, so that you may send me on my way wherever I may go.

PRINCIPLE #3
We are to make every OPPORTUNITY EFFECTIVE (vv. 7-



8).
7
For I do not wish to see you now just in passing; for I hope to remain with you for some time, if the Lord permits.

8
But I will remain in Ephesus until Pentecost;

PRINCIPLE #4
We are to turn OBSTACLES into OPPORTUNITIES (v. 9).
9
for a wide door for effective service has opened to me, and there are many adversaries.

PRINCIPLE #5
We must be a TEAM PLAYER (vv. 10-11).
10
Now if Timothy comes, see that he is with you without cause to be afraid, for he is doing the Lord's work, as I also am.

11
So let no one despise him.  But send him on his way in peace, so that he may come to me; for I expect him with the brethren.

PRINCIPLE #6
We must respect how the Holy Spirit LEADS OTHERS (v. 

12).
12
But concerning Apollos our brother, I encouraged him greatly to come to you with the brethren; and it was not at all his desire to come now, but he will come when he has opportunity.

CONCLUSION -- Are you busy about the Lord's work the Lord's way?  What improvements do you need to make?  What priorities need to be rearranged?
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