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A father wrote about what happened when his son David was about five years old. They attended a church where it was common for the preacher to invite children to the front for a special children’s sermon. On one particular morning, the pastor brought up a smoke detector to use for an illustration and asked the children if anyone knew what it meant when the alarm went off. David immediately raised his hand and said, “It means Daddy’s cooking dinner.”
Last Father’s Day was an especially memorable one for me, because that was our daughter Stephanie’s wedding day, when I had the honor of officiating at Stephanie and Scott’s wedding.  In that respect it was the best Father’s Day ever, but in another respect it was a bit weak as Father’s Days go because I had absolutely no say in anything I did that day.  I was given a schedule and told to do what it said when it said.  And I think I did my best to be a good sport and to abide by the rules I was given.
So this year I thought I would suggest some rules for us men to pass along to the women in our lives.  These rules aren’t original with me, and most of the time I’m not brave enough to suggest them, but its Father’s Day, so I thought I would at least run them by all of you and see what you think.  So here are a man’s rules for the woman in his life, at least for this one day:
1.  Learn to work the toilet seat. You’re a big girl. If it’s up, put it down.

2.  When we have to go somewhere, absolutely anything you wear is fine. Really.

3.  Ask for what you want. Let us be clear on this one: Subtle hints do not work; strong hints do not work; obvious hints do not work – just say it!

4.  “Yes” and “No” are perfectly acceptable answers to almost every question.

5.  Come to us with a problem only if you want help solving it. That’s what we do. Sympathy is what your girlfriends are for.

6.  A headache that lasts for 17 months is a problem. See a doctor.

7.  If something we said can be interpreted two ways, and one of the ways makes you sad or angry … we meant the other one.

8.  You can either ask us to do something or tell us how you want it done, not both. If you already know best how to do it, just do it yourself.

9.  If it itches, it will be scratched. We do that.

10.  If we ask what is wrong and you say “nothing,” we will act like nothing’s wrong. We know you are lying, but it is just not worth the hassle.
We are in a study this summer of the New Testament book of 1st Peter, a study we are calling “Character Approved.”  As we explore this book we will find that God has some very helpful rules for life, rules that will make our relationships more satisfying and our lives more meaningful, rules that will help us to develop the kind of character that God approves.  And near the very top of our list of priorities as fathers is character development.  Listen to this quote by a man named Austin L. Sorensen and see if it doesn’t ring true in your experience; Sorensen said this: “A child is not likely to find a father in God unless he finds something of God in his father.”  Notice that it is not our task to be God to our kids.  There is only one God, and we aren’t it.  But what Sorensen is saying is that if we want our kids to ever want to have a personal relationship with their Heavenly Father, it is important that they see something of God in us, that they see something of God’s heart and God’s passion and God’s character in our lives.
Peter’s focus in this short letter is on character.  The theme of this book, as we saw last Sunday, is in the first chapter: “But just as he who called you is holy, so be holy in all you do; for it is written, ‘Be holy, because I am holy.’” (1 Peter 1:15-16)  That is our goal – not just for dads, but for all of us – to become holy as God is holy, to become as passionate about purity as God is, to become as insistent on integrity as God is, to become as consistently compassionate as God is.  And this morning we want to learn how to be relentless; we want to learn how to become the kind of people who stay true to our values and our beliefs no matter how hard things get and no matter how many times we get knocked down.  We want to learn how to become people who simply will not quit.
Do you remember the advertising slogan for Lexus?  I don’t know if they still use this, but it really caught my attention when they came out with it a few years ago – “the relentless pursuit of perfection.”  What a great attitude towards your product, to say, “We aren’t going to be satisfied with being ‘good enough.’  We are going to ruthlessly, persistently improve our product until it is the best anyone can make.  We are going to be relentless in our pursuit of perfection.”  
And I thought to myself, “Shouldn’t that be my attitude toward my life?  Why aren’t I relentless in my pursuit of perfection?  Why am I satisfied with moral mediocrity?”  Now I’m not advocating an obsessive-compulsive spirituality; I’m not campaigning for more rules.  But I just have this sense as I take an honest look at my own heart and life that maybe I’ve gotten a bit lazy about my spiritual growth, that maybe I am working harder at getting myself in shape physically than I am morally.  When it comes to my character development, I could not honestly say I am relentlessly pursuing perfection.  And when you think about it, shouldn’t I care more about pursuing character than a car company cares about pursuing quality?
I was lying awake one night as I was working on this message trying to think of an illustration of what it means to be relentless, and as is often the case I thought about a movie.  In the dark of the night this seemed like a great illustration, so forgive me if in the light of the day it isn’t quite as good.  The movie I thought of was “Terminator 2.”  Did any of you see that?  Dads, you saw it – it’s a guy kind of movie, with lots of explosions and car chases.  And while the hero of the movie is Arnold, who plays the “good” Terminator, the character who steals the show is the “bad” Terminator who has come back in time to try to terminate a boy named John Connor.  The two Terminators are cyborgs, and they are amazingly resilient.  No matter how many times they get shot and hit and run over, they just keep coming.  But it’s the “bad” Terminator that is particularly relentless.  He’s made of a liquid metal that allows him to change shapes.  Near the end of the movie we think he’s been killed when his body is frozen and then shatters into millions of pieces.  We finally breathe, because we’re sure John Connor is now safe.  But then those pieces begin to melt and suddenly they are all coming together again and taking the shape of the Terminator.  This guy just will not be stopped; he will not quit.  He has been programmed to do a job, and there is no obstacle he cannot overcome.  He is absolutely relentless.
And as followers of Jesus, we should be absolutely relentless in pursuing the life Jesus has called us to live.  We will not quit because life is hard.  We will not quit because we sometimes fail.  We will not quit because we get tired.  We will keep hoping and keep believing and keep trusting and keep obeying.  We will be relentless.
I Will Be Relentlessly Hopeful Because The Resurrection Is Real
Let’s go to the text and read what Peter has to teach us about how to become relentless in our walk with God.  Here’s what Peter says, starting with verse three of the first chapter:

Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!  In his great mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade – kept in heaven for you, who through faith are shielded by God’s power until the coming of the salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last time.  In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you may have had to suffer grief in all kinds of trials.  These have come so that your faith – of greater worth than gold, which perishes even though refined by fire – may be proved genuine and may result in praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed.  Though you have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see him now, you believe in him and are filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy, for you are receiving the goal of your faith, the salvation of your souls. (1 Peter 1:3-9)
There are two big ideas I want to focus on this morning from this passage, and the first one is this – I will be relentlessly hopeful because the resurrection is real.  Notice what Peter says about our hope: “In his great mercy God has given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.”  Our hope as followers of Jesus, Peter reminds us, is a living hope.  
So what does it mean to have a living hope?  Think of it this way – have you ever had your hope die?  Ever give up on a dream?  There’s a song called “I Dreamed A Dream” from the musical Les Miserables that has had something of a renaissance in the last couple of years, first when Susan Boyle sang it on the British version of “American Idol” and more recently when it was sung on the TV show “Glee.”  In Les Miserables it is a lament sung by the impoverished, anguished and dying Fantine, who thinks back to happier days and wonders at what has gone wrong in her life.  

I dreamed a dream in days gone by
When hope was high and life worth living
I dreamed that love would never die
I dreamed that God would be forgiving


But the tigers come at night
With their voices soft as thunder
As they tear your hope apart
As they turn your dream to shame

I had a dream my life would be
So different from this hell I’m living
So different now from what it seemed
Now life has killed the dream I dreamed
Those tigers Fantine sings about – can you relate?  Have they ever torn your hope apart?  Do you know what it’s like for life to kill the dream you dreamed?  We all do.  We have all had those nights when reality has washed over us and we’ve thought to ourselves, “This isn’t the life I hoped for.  This isn’t the person I hoped I would become.  This isn’t the kind of parent I wanted to be, or the kind of partner I wanted to be.”  And do you know what?  It’s OK to feel like that from time to time.  There is such a thing as a healthy discontent, a righteous restlessness.  But what’s not healthy is to give up hope.  And we should never give up hope as followers of Jesus, because, Peter tells us, our hope is a living hope.  The tigers can never tear our hope apart; life can never kill the dreams we dream, because our hope is in the resurrected Jesus, the one who will one day make all of our dreams come true.
“Pollyanna” is a best-selling novel written in 1913 by Eleanor Porter; it was made into a movie back in 1960.  The title character is Pollyanna Whittier, a young orphan who goes to live in Vermont with her wealthy but stern Aunt Polly. Pollyanna’s philosophy of life centers on what she calls “The Glad Game”, an optimistic attitude she learned from her father. The game consists of finding something to be glad about in every situation. It originated in an incident one Christmas when Pollyanna, who was hoping for a doll in the missionary barrel, found only a pair of crutches inside. Making the game up on the spot, Pollyanna’s father taught her to look at the good side of things – in this case, to be glad about the crutches because “we don’t need ‘em!”

Now I know that being “Pollyanna” is considered to be a negative thing today.  If you look up the definition of “Pollyanna” you will learn that it means to be “blindly or foolishly optimistic.”  To be a “Pollyanna” means to close your eyes to the reality of life’s difficulties and troubles.  We are not called, as followers of Jesus, to be blindly optimistic.  But we are called to be relentlessly hopeful.  Our eyes are open.  We see the pain; we feel the heartache; we are very aware that we live in a sinful and fallen world.  We realize that life is hard and people can be mean and disease and death are very real.  But we continue to be relentlessly hopeful because of this – Jesus, our Lord, really rose from the dead.  As Peter says it, “In his great mercy God has given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.”  We don’t have hope because we’ve learned to play “the Glad Game,” although that might not be a bad idea for some of us.  Hope is not a matter of finding the silver lining; it is a result of our Savior living.
In the last few months I’ve officiated at a larger number of funerals than has been normal for me, which has forced me to think a fair bit about this notion of hope.  That, after all, is what people most need when they are standing next to an open hole where they are about to bury this person they loved with all their hearts – they need hope.  It would not be helpful, I don’t think, to play “the Glad Game” at that point.  We actually do a little bit of that at those times, don’t we?  We say, “Well, at least he went quickly” or “At least he lived a full life.”  When I die you’ll probably say, “At least a bird didn’t kill him.”  But when you’re standing in a cemetery, you need more than “the Glad Game” – you need a living hope.  And the living hope I can offer people in their time of grief is this – Jesus Christ really rose from the dead.  It’s not a myth, it’s not make-believe, it’s not a fable.  It really happened.  Jesus literally and physically came back to life, never to die again.  And because he did, death is not the final word – hope is. 
So I’m not asking any of us to be Pollyannaish.  But as followers of Jesus we have every reason to be relentlessly hopeful.  The tigers can’t tear our hope apart; life can’t kill the dreams we dreamed.  We are followers of the risen Jesus, and because Jesus lives our hope is a living hope.  I can be relentlessly hopeful because Jesus really rose from death.
I Will Be Relentlessly Faithful Because My Inheritance Is Imperishable
And here’s the second big point from these verses in 1st Peter 1 – I will be relentlessly faithful because my inheritance is imperishable.  Look again at what Peter writes about faith in verses 6 and 7: “In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you may have had to suffer grief in all kinds of trials.  These have come so that your faith – of greater worth than gold, which perishes even though refined by fire – may be proved genuine and may result in praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed.”  (1 Peter 1:6-7)
Have you noticed the price of gold?  As the stock market has taken a tumble in the last couple of years, gold’s value has skyrocketed – when last I checked it was over $1260 an ounce.  But what is of far greater value than gold, Peter writes, is our faith.  Critical to a character that is approved by God is faith, a relentless faith, a faith that doesn’t quit no matter what trials we have to suffer.
So what does it look like to be relentlessly faithful in times of trial?  If you flip your Bible back just one page to the last chapter of the book of James, we get a clue about how this works.  In James 5:13, in the Living Bible, we read this: “Is anyone among you suffering?  He should keep on praying about it.”  I’ve noticed that my prayer life is a pretty good indicator of how strong my faith is.  For me to give up means to quit praying.  When I’m feeling so discouraged that I just don’t want to try anymore, I won’t even pray about the situation.  I realized this when I was thinking about a relationship that went sour a few years ago.  For a few years I had prayed pretty persistently about things.  I had asked God for wisdom about what I might be able to do, I had prayed for healing and forgiveness, and I had asked God to intervene in some way and do a miracle.  But then it occurred to me one day that I hadn’t prayed for those people or that relationship for quite some time, and I realized I had a choice – I could quit and just forget about it, or I could pray relentlessly and faithfully for God to do something good in our lives.  
Here’s what it looks like to be relentless in our prayers.  In Isaiah we read this: “You who call on the Lord, give yourselves no rest, and give him no rest till he establishes Jerusalem and makes her the praise of the earth.” (Isaiah 62:6-7)  That’s how we’re supposed to pray; we’re supposed to wear God out, like our teenagers wear us down when they’re asking to go out with their friends.  Give yourselves no rest, and give God no rest – be relentless.
And one reason we can be relentlessly faithful even in our trials is because we know our inheritance is imperishable.  My Mom turns 90 soon.  Someday she, like all of us, will pass away, and when she does she will leave us an inheritance of some kind.  I actually hope it’s a very small inheritance, because that will mean my Mom will have lived for a long time.  But the thing about inheritances is that they are subject to lots of variables – things like the stock market and the economy, medical costs and other costs of living.  Earthly inheritances can dwindle away quite quickly.  But our inheritance as followers of Jesus is imperishable.  There will be no drop in the value of our eternal reward.  It won’t be eaten away by inflation.  It is an inheritance, in Peter’s words, that “can never perish, spoil or fade.”  And here’s the point – I am motivated to be faithful even in tough times because I know that some day it will be worth it.  Some day my faith will be rewarded.  Some day, when my faith is proved genuine, Peter says, the result for me will be praise, glory and honor.  I will be relentlessly faithful because my inheritance is imperishable.
It’s Father’s Day.  We said at the beginning that “a child is not likely to find a father in God unless he finds something of God in his father.”  I want to close this morning by showing you a video clip that first aired on ESPN, a clip about a father and his son who together have overcome some trials that certainly make my trials seem pretty insignificant.  The name of the son is Patrick Henry Hughes.  His story has also been on “Extreme Makeover: Home Edition.”  Watch this and see if it doesn’t inspire you to be relentlessly hopeful no matter what your situation.
Video Clip from YouTube
In the words of “I Dreamed A Dream,” the tigers will come at night, and they will do their best to tear your hope apart.  But the tiger is not the king of the jungle – that title belongs to Jesus, the Lion of Judah.  As followers of Jesus, we have a living hope.  So let’s not allow life to kill our dreams.  Let’s be relentlessly hopeful and relentlessly faithful, and may our children see something of God in us.
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