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It was a fairly silly movie, and I don’t think it did very well at the box office, but one piece of American history that is mentioned in the movie “National Treasure 2: Book Of Secrets” for some reason has stuck with me.  It’s the story of the origin of the desk that sits in the Oval Office and has been used by every American president for many years.  Just for fun, does anyone happen to know this piece of trivia – what is the name of the desk that sits in the Oval Office?  It’s called “the Resolute Desk.”  And very briefly, here’s the story of how that desk came to be and why it’s important.
In the mid-1800s the British were searching for what was called the Northwest Passage through the Canadian Arctic. Britain’s most famous explorer, Sir John Franklin, had set sail for the Northwest Passage in 1845 and as of 1852 was still missing.  So the British sent out a small fleet of ships to look for him, including one ship named the HMS Resolute.  When the Resolute got frozen into Arctic ice, its captain ordered the crew to abandon ship, an act the British considered to be one of cowardice, especially when it came to be known that the Resolute broke free of the ice on its own and drifted another 1200 miles without a crew.  Then in 1855 an American whaler named James Buddington happened to find the Resolute, split his crew into two and then sailed both his own vessel and the Resolute back to American shores.  
Now I didn’t remember this from my American history, but at that time America and Britain were on the brink of a third war.  President Pierce, in an address to Congress, explained that he had cut off diplomatic relations with the Brits and had sent their ambassadors home.  Then a senator from Virginia had an idea – he proposed that the government purchase the Resolute, refurbish it and sail it back to Britain as a gift.  In December of 1856 the United States presented the remodeled Resolute to Queen Victoria as a token of peace, and shortly thereafter the two countries resolved their differences.  

When the Resolute came to the end of its usefulness as a ship, Queen Victoria then had it broken up into pieces and ordered the pieces to be made into four desks.  Two of the desks, called Partners Desks, are identical twins – one that the Queen kept for herself, and which sits today in Windsor Castle, and one which she presented as a gift in 1880 to President Hayes as a memorial of the “courtesy and loving kindness” shown to Great Britain by the United States and as a symbol of their continued friendship.  And now you know more than you want to about the desk that sits in the Oval Office.

 And if you’re wondering why in the world I took the time to tell you that story, it’s because I hope it helps you remember our theme word for the morning, the word “resolute.”  To be “resolute” is to be “firm in purpose or belief, to be steadfast.”  It means to be brave, to be unshakeable, to be unflinching, to have an unwavering faith.  And it is one of the qualities God values in his people.  As followers of Jesus, we need to be resolute.  
Of course, you wouldn’t need to be resolute if life was always easy.  There would be no need to be brave if life was never scary.  But life is often hard.  And we should expect life to be hard, especially we who follow Jesus.  That’s the first thing Peter tells us in the verses we’re studying this Sunday; here’s what we read in 1 Peter 4:12 – “Dear friends, do not be surprised at the painful trial you are suffering, as though something strange were happening to you.”  
What’s our usual reaction when something goes wrong in our lives?  Our typical response to pain or hardship is to say, “How could this happen to me?  What did I do to deserve this?”  I should know better; after all, I’m a pastor.  I should have this stuff down.  But even I live in an almost constant state of surprise that hard things happen to me.  
For years my 90 year old Mom has been giving me this piece of advice: “Craig, don’t get old.”  I usually respond by asking her what age I should stop at, and then I tease her a bit to get her thinking about something other than her complaints about getting old.  But I have to admit that I’m just starting to understand a little bit about what she’s talking about.  Here and there I will have a day when some part of my body will hurt like it’s never hurt before.  Suddenly I will notice that I’m limping, or I’ll be at the gym working out and I’ll notice that my shoulder hurts.  And my response is always the same – I am completely surprised: “Why does this hurt?  How did this happen?  I didn’t do anything wrong.  I take care of myself.  All I did was get out of bed.  What’s going on?”
And we often have the same kind of reaction when things go wrong with our lives.  Someone does something to hurt us even though we’ve done nothing wrong, and we’re surprised, as though something strange were happening to us.  We do your best to take care of ourselves, but then we get very sick, and we’re surprised, as though something strange were happening to us.  And Peter says, “Dear friends, do not be surprised at the painful trial you are suffering, as though something strange were happening to you.”  
But just being surprised isn’t the real problem.  The real problem is when we let hardship knock us off our game.  You’ve heard that expression before – “being knocked off your game.”  It was a year ago at the U.S. Open when Serena Williams, the favorite to win the women’s tennis championship, was in a semifinal match with Kim Clijsters.  The back judge called Serena for a foot fault – she said Serena stepped over the line on her serve.  And do you remember what happened?  Serena went ballistic.  She let that one call, a call she thought was wrong and unjust, completely knock her off her game, and she lost that match.  You’ve seen it in golf, when a golfer who is leading the tournament has a bad hole, and he just can’t get over it.  That one bad hole knocks him off his game, and he goes on to make one bad shot after another and lose the tournament.  
When adversity strikes, as it always will, as followers of Jesus we can’t let it knock us off our game.  We need to be resolute; we need to be unflinching, unshakeable, and unwavering in our faith.  There is far more than a golf tournament or a tennis tournament at stake.  Our character is at stake, our testimony is at stake, and our destiny is at stake.  

So how do we learn to handle adversity with courage and with character?  How can we learn to be resolute?  Let’s take a look at what Peter has to say to the Christians of the 1st century about this and see what we might be able to learn from his insights.
Prize Your Partnership In Jesus’ Pain
Peter’s first insight is this – if we want to stay resolute in the face of adversity, we need to learn to prize our partnership in Jesus’ pain.  Look at what Peter writes in verse 12-16 of 1 Peter 4:
Dear friends, do not be surprised at the painful trial you are suffering, as though something strange were happening to you.  But rejoice that you participate in the sufferings of Christ, so that you may be overjoyed when his glory is revealed.  If you are insulted because of the name of Christ, you are blessed, for the Spirit of glory and of God rests on you.  If you suffer, it should not be as a murderer or thief or any other kind of criminal, or even as a meddler.  However, if you suffer as a Christian, do not be ashamed, but praise God that you bear that name. (1 Peter 4:12-16)  
Peter tells his readers not to be surprised at their painful trials, but instead to “rejoice.”  That’s an odd response to pain, isn’t it?  But notice why we are able to rejoice when we suffer – we rejoice because we “participate in the sufferings of Christ.”  Now quite honestly I’m not sure this is something I fully understand, though I know a number of the New Testament authors talk about this.  For example in Philippians the Apostle Paul writes something quite similar when he says, “I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the fellowship of sharing in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death.” (Philippians 3:10)  According to the Bible, there is a very real sense in which we who suffer for following Jesus actually participate in Jesus’ own suffering.  When we suffer for following Jesus, we partner in Jesus’ own pain – in a real way we are in the arena with him, doing battle with him.
When a person goes through chemotherapy in the fight against cancer, what often happens to them?  One of the side effects for most people is that they lose their hair.  So have you ever seen this happen?  A child has leukemia and loses her hair.  It’s an embarrassing thing for anyone, but especially for a young girl.  So what does her dad or her sister or some other family member do to encourage her?  That family member shaves his or her hair off too, right?  Why?  To let the child know that she isn’t in the fight alone, that her family is right there in the middle of things with her, that they are partners with her in her battle to get well.  And is the dad or sister who shaved their head ashamed of their shaved head?  Are they embarrassed to go out in public with a shaved head?  Not a bit!  They are proud to partner with their loved one, proud to share in her suffering.  It’s their way of showing their solidarity and showing their support.  
And Peter tells us, “When you suffer for following Jesus, it means that you get the honor and privilege of partnering with Jesus in the battle against evil and sin.  It means that you are in the game with Jesus.  So don’t indulge in self-pity when you go through pain; learn to prize your pain as a way of partnering with Jesus himself.”  

Now there’s a flip side to this we shouldn’t forget.  The flip side is that Jesus partners with us in our pain, that Jesus feels our pain as his pain.  Maybe you remember what the Apostle Paul was like before his conversion.  His name at that time was Saul, and Saul hated Christians with a passion.  He believed with all his heart that Christians were preaching a false and dangerous message, and that they needed to be eliminated.  So Saul tracked Christians down, had them arrested, and even had them killed.  Then one day Jesus miraculously appeared to Saul while Saul was enroute to Damascus.  Do you remember what Jesus said to Saul?  Acts 9:4 says, “Saul fell to the ground and heard a voice say to him, ‘Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?’”  The voice, of course, is that of Jesus, and notice what Jesus says.  Jesus, who is in heaven, doesn’t say, “Saul, why are you persecuting my followers?  Why are you arresting the disciples?”  No, Jesus says, “Saul, why are you persecuting me?”  And here’s the point – when we suffer, Jesus suffers.  Jesus partners with us in our pain.  We never suffer alone.  
And knowing that should help us be resolute when we suffer.  Knowing that our pain is one way we are connected to Jesus should encourage us to endure suffering with courage and with grace.  When suffering comes, we won’t let it knock us off our game because we know we aren’t alone.  
Focus On The Final Result
Now here’s Peter’s second insight – if we want to stay resolute in the face of adversity, we need to learn to focus on the final result.  Do you know what the final result of our suffering will be?  Glory.  Peter makes this point in a couple of different ways.  In verse 13 he says, “But rejoice that you participate in the sufferings of Christ, so that you may be overjoyed when his glory is revealed.”  And in verse 14 Peter says, “If you are insulted because of the name of Christ, you are blessed, for the Spirit of glory and of God rests on you.”   And let me show you where Paul makes the same point back in the book of Romans when he says, “Now if we are children, then we are heirs – heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory. I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing to the glory that will be revealed in us.” (Romans 8:17-18)
I had a good friend in junior high and high school that I played basketball with who was what we called a “glory hound.”  I’m not sure if that term is still in use today, but when we used it we did not mean it as a compliment.  Since it’s the guy who scores that gets most of the glory, he wanted to score as many points as he could and he wanted people to know how many points he scored.  But what really bothered the rest of us on the team wasn’t that he wanted credit for scoring points – what bothered us was that he didn’t want to do the dirty work that preceded scoring points.  He didn’t want to dive on the floor to get the loose ball; he didn’t want to block out his man to get the rebound; he didn’t want to run hard to get open or do any of the work that it takes to get in to position to score.  He wanted us to get bloodied and bruised so we could get him the ball so he could have the glory of scoring the most points.
The Bible tells us that being a follower of Jesus means we will get bloodied and bruised.  It’s part of the deal.  But at the end of the day, if we remain resolute, if we endure hardship with dignity and grace, there will be glory.  And it won’t just be a little bit of glory.  We will, the Bible says, share in Jesus’ glory.  
Think of it like this.  When I was a little kid I fancied myself something of a reporter and I created a newspaper for the people on our street.  If I remember correctly, I called it the Cahill Gazette, since we lived on Cahill Road.  And if one of my buddies did something I thought people should know about, I would write about it in my paper.  In those days and at that age, I didn’t have access to a copy machine, so I had to copy my newspaper by hand, which severely limited my paper’s circulation … to about three or four copies.  So if you were mentioned in my paper, you got some glory … but not much.
But suppose that story got picked up by the national press.  Suppose Brian Williams did a piece on you on the Nightly News, and that Time Magazine did a cover story on you, and that Glenn Beck said nice things about you on his TV show, and Dr. Phil did a special on you, and that somehow the news story on you went viral on the Web and before you knew it your name was familiar to everyone on the planet with access to a computer or a cell phone.  That would be glory, wouldn’t it!  And that’s just a small dose of the glory that we will someday share in, we who follow Jesus and who participate in his sufferings. 
Let me give you an example of what it looks like to be resolute.  This story comes from Somalia, a story of a 17 year old girl who became a follower of Jesus.  According to documented news reports, she has been confined to her home since May 10th, when her Muslim parents discovered that their daughter had become a Christian.  Sources report that her family beat her severely when they heard the news, but that their daughter Nurta refused to recant her faith in Jesus.  So her parents took her to a doctor.  They said she must have a mental illness, and they asked the doctor to prescribe medicine for her illness.  The parents forced Nurta to take the medicine, but she still refused to give up her faith in Jesus.  Many Somalis believe the Koran cures the sick, especially the mentally ill, so the Islamic Scripture is read to Nurta twice a week.  Her family has offered to forgive her in exchange for her renouncing Christianity, but she continues to remain resolute in her faith.  So now her parents shackle their daughter to a tree every day, and put her in a small, dark room every night.  There is a small Christian community in the area, but they are powerless to help Nurta, and can only pray for her.  And still, Nurta’s faith is unwavering, unshakeable, unflinching.  She is steadfast, she is strong – she is resolute.
Only a relative handful of people in the entire world know anything about Nurta.  Her face will never be on the cover of Time, her story won’t be told by Brian Williams, her picture won’t be circulated on YouTube.  But someday, Nurta will know glory beyond anything any of us can comprehend.  Someday she will share in the glory of Jesus himself.

One of the main characters on the TV show “Glee” is Rachel who has a truly amazing voice … and knows it.  She is the stereotypical prima donna, who lives for the acclaim of the crowd.  In one particularly funny scene, when Rachel doesn’t get the lead role, the role that she knows is the glory role, she begs for the role when she says, “I’m like Tinker Bell – I need applause to live.”
Nurta doesn’t need applause to live.  She needs our prayers.  But some day Nurta will hear applause like no one has ever heard it, when all of heaven erupts in applause and cheers.  Someday Nurta will know glory.  And someday so will all of us who remain resolute in our faith, all of us who endure suffering with dignity and grace and courage for the sake of Jesus.  We can remain resolute in the face of adversity when we focus on the final result – the glory of Jesus. (Idea – bring someone on stage to represent Nurta, and have everyone stand and give her the applause she deserves.)
Continue To Give Credit To Your Creator
Lastly, if we want to stay resolute in the face of adversity, we need to learn to continue to give credit to our Creator.  Here’s how Peter ends this chapter: “So then, those who suffer according to God’s will should commit themselves to their faithful Creator and continue to do good.” (1 Peter 4:19)  
Peter wasn’t there at the cross when Jesus was crucified, but he heard from John and the others what happened, and he heard what Jesus said as he suffered and died.  Here’s how Luke records that moment: “Jesus called out with a loud voice, ‘Father, into your hands I commit my spirit.’  When he had said this, he breathed his last.” (Luke 23:46)  Do you see that word “commit”?  It’s the same word Peter uses in verse 19 when he instructs those who suffer to commit themselves to their faithful Creator.  Peter tells us to do the same thing Jesus did as Jesus died on the cross, to commit ourselves to our Creator.  This is the same root word Peter used back in chapter two when he wrote this about Jesus: “When they hurled their insults at him, he did not retaliate; when he suffered, he made no threats.  Instead, he entrusted himself to him who judges justly.” (1 Peter 2:23)  
Jesus remained resolute because he put his trust in the hands of him who judges justly.  He had faith that his Father, our Creator, was ultimately in charge and would ultimately make all things right.  And Peter instructs us to do the same, to commit ourselves to our Creator, trusting that he will be faithful to all that he’s promised us, trusting that he will one day make right all wrongs, trusting that he is a just God who will see that justice prevails.  

And one way to demonstrate our faith in our Creator is, as Peter says, to continue to do good.  We just press on.  We don’t quit. 
Maybe the best word to express this thought is the word loyalty.  When you’re loyal to someone, you just keep on doing what they ask you to do, because you trust that they have your best intentions at heart.  I had to put my two Golden Retrievers down this last January.  We had Barney and Abby for ten years, and in that time they brought me a lot of joy and a lot of aggravation.  Abby and I, in particular, often went head to head.  In fact, I’ve probably never been as angry at anyone or anything as I was at Abby, who just couldn’t seem to help herself from digging up my lawn.  But I’ve never had a dog as loyal as Abby.  When I would mow the lawn, Barney would lay by the house and watch, but Abby would walk right behind me, back and forth all the way across the yard.  As I think about it now, it’s probably because she was scouting where in the yard she was going to dig next.  But what so puzzled me about Abby and so endeared her to me is that for all the times I scolded her and chastised her and threw water on her and spanked her furry bottom, she would always come right back to me and sit at my feet and wait for me to tell her what I wanted her to do next.  For all the hard times we went through, Abby trusted me completely.  There was no doubt in her mind that her master loved her.  And while she was far from perfect, there was no doubt in my mind that Abby loved me.  I’ve never had a dog as totally loyal to me as Abby was.  And most of you know exactly what I mean, because you’ve had the same kind of experience with a pet of your own, a pet that was as loyal as the day is long.
Jesus is our master.  And sometimes we’re going to go through some very hard times because Jesus is our master.  But we will continue to do good and we will continue to obey him because we trust him completely, because we are completely convinced that he has our best intentions at heart.  We will continue to pray.  We will continue to sacrificially give our tithes and offerings.  We will continue to lead our small group, and to teach in Kingdom Kids, and lead the Women’s Ministry, and volunteer in the community, and visit people in the hospital and all the other things we do because Jesus is our master.  That’s how we demonstrate our trust in him, that’s how we express our loyalty to him, by continuing to do the good things Jesus has called us to do.  So let’s bow and vow our loyalty to our Lord by telling Jesus how much we trust him and how much we love him.
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