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We Learn from Eyewitness Accounts

I love how 1John chapter 1 begins, “What was from the
beginning, what we have heard, what we have seen
with our eyes, what we have observed and have
touched with our hands, concerning the Word of life—
that life was revealed, and we have seen it and we testi-
fy and declare to you the eternal life that was with the
Father and was revealed to us.” John is believed to be
the oldest living disciple of Jesus Christ who continued
to live out his faith boldly and unashamed despite se-

We Learn from Eyewitness Accounts

I love how 1John chapter 1 begins, “What was from the
beginning, what we have heard, what we have seen with
our eyes, what we have observed and have touched with
our hands, concerning the Word of life—that life was re-
vealed, and we have seen it and we testify and declare to
you the eternal life that was with the Father and was re-
vealed to us.” John is believed to be the oldest living dis-
ciple of Jesus Christ who continued to live out his faith
boldly and unashamed despite severe opposition. He re-
minds us in this opening of his letter that Jesus wasn’t just
an idea, thought, or religion. Instead John heard Jesus,
saw Him, observed Him, touched Him and knew Jesus to

be exactly who He claimed to be: the Savior of the world.

The Eyewitnesses Weren’t Selfish

And having fully experienced Jesus, the disciples knew
that the evidence should not be used for their benefit on-
ly. They took seriously Jesus’ command to go into all the
world and let everyone know that they could be saved
from sin. In fact, all the disciples would eventually die for
sharing this crucial, eyewitness message. As John’s letter
continues, we see that it was for our benefit that the evi-
dence be shared: “What we have seen and heard we also
declare to you, so that you may have fellowship along
with us; and indeed our fellowship is with the Father and
with His Son Jesus Christ. We are writing these things so
that our joy may be complete.” Through hearing and re-
sponding to this message we can again have fellowship
with God just as in the Garden of Eden, only this time for
eternity.

Let us Find a Similar Joy

What was John’s formula for making his joy complete? It
wasn’t just hearing, seeing, observing, and touching Je-
sus. John’s joy came in sharing the disciples’ experience
with everyone! Let that sink in for just a second: the disci-
ples found ultimate joy in having spent time face-to-face
with Jesus, but their joy was made complete when they
shared with others all that they learned from Him. I’m so
thankful for John including this in his letter because it
helps me with my perspective on sharing my faith. Often
sharing our faith is associated with fear, discomfort, or
shyness. Yet, John turns that idea upside down and says
that joy finds fulfillment in sharing the good message of
Jesus Christ with others. So, are you missing joy in your
life? Try sharing your faith with someone who doesn’t
know who Jesus truly is. Then, and only then, will you find
a similar joy as the original disciples.



Pray for LATM;

Over1000 book projects, over two million books in 70 languages. That
means that LATM has an enormous mission footprint. However, the
list of requests from missionaries and national church leaders for relia-
ble Christian books in their language grows faster than we are able to
respond. Pray with us for people and churches who will join the ef-
fort to publish culturally relevant, Christ-centered books in the heart
languages of people throughout the world.

Those who have used the books LATM has helped publish respond
with marvelous testimonies of the power of these books in their lives
and ministries. They are reminders that good Bible teaching works
powerfully in the growing church, and they feed our enthusiasm to do
more. Pray with us that these books serve their purpose to deepen
and enrich the church's knowledge of God and Christ, and strengthen
the leaders' ability to carefully handle the Word.

You can obtain LATM foreign language books:

About 1 of every 5 people in the United States speaks a language oth-
er than English at home. LATM has helped publish Christian books in
many of those languages. Other than Spanish, Haitian Creole, and
French, however, the books were published in the countries where
ministries had asked for them.

That is beginning to change!

Using Print-On-Demand technology, LATM can offer an increasing
number of languages and titles at low cost stateside. Individuals,
churches, and campus ministries now have the blessing of books that
will speak Christ to the hearts of our neighbors, co-workers, class-
mates, and visitors in ways that English does not. Just the gesture of
goodwill, through books in heart languages, can open meaningful rela-
tionships, plus the power of understanding God and his Word.

Go to latm.com for information
on obtaining foreign language

Christian books at a reasonable

price. Remember that books in

Spanish, Haitian Creole, and
French are available from our
offices in Joplin, Missouri, or
through College Press. See the article below, or go to our Contact
page to order books in those languages.

What books can do
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28 Days with Matthew

LATM Books Available in the States!

ALL ABOUT THE BOOK CLUB:

Did you join a book club that sent you books you
didn't really want, or didn't have time to read?
Well, our Book Club, instead. You will nev-

er receive a book, you will help LATM give a book
to someone across the world who needs it!

How it works: We tell you about the book project
each month, and the people and place it will bless.
It might be a book on Christian evidences in Rus-
sian, a Bible study text in Spanish, a commentary
in Arabic, or another needed book.

We send an envelope for your $20 to help fund
the project. That is not much, but combined with
gifts from other Book Club members, it can print an
entire book project! Since beginning in 1994, Book
Club members have given nearly $1,000,000, and
helped print almost 400 book projects!

READY TO JOIN THE BOOK CLUB?

Say Yes!/ by phone or email. Call 417-623-6280
ext. 105. Email latm@Ilatm.info. Or, mail your first
contribution and tell us you're ready to help put
Christian books to work across the globe! PO Box
645, Joplin, MO 64802.


https://www.collegepress.com/collections/all/spanish

Upcoming Stuff

Summer is coming! It’s never too early to start think-
ing about summer camp. July 9th-13th we will be
having camp for students coming into 6th grade
through students who just graduated in 2018. Mark
your calendars for this amazing time that students can

Celebrations

Student lock-in was a success!

30 students in 8th-12th grade and 5 adult sponsors
stayed up all throughout the night of March sth,
playing games, consuming sugar, and having a
blast. There were also no serious injuries and

play games, make friends, and most importantly learn

; 1 everyone seemed to recover well from the sugar
about God in a fun and creative way.

crash they must have had the next morning.

We have a new youth minister: After months of
prayer and preparation, Adam was able to pass the
baton of youth ministry to Caleb Beck. Caleb is
from Columbus, OH and went to school at Kentucky
Christian University to get his degree in minis-

try. Caleb enjoys hiking, kayaking, playing board
games, and watching movies, especially Star Wars.

Devo Thought

1 Peter 4:8 NCV

“Most importantly, love each other deeply, because
love will cause people to forgive each other for many
sins.”

Do you ever have those times in your life when it’s hard to love people? Ever wish you could go off the grid, live
off the land, have a pet grizzly bear, and not have to deal with anyone else? I know there are many times in my life
when [ want to cut myself off from the world, and not have to deal with people. People can be pretty stupid some-
times. People can get on our nerves, annoy us, hurt us, etc. But one of Jesus’ biggest commands is to love others.
In Matthew 22, Jesus basically sums up Christianity into two things; Love God, love people. Sometimes we may
want to just focus on the first part of that. We’ll read our bible, come to church, serve inside the building, and pray.
But sometimes we forget to love other people. We forget to take time to show God’s love to somebody else. We
fall short on one of the biggest commandments Jesus gives. I love how Peter writes “Most importantly, love each
other deeply.” He talks about the importance of loving others, and in verses 9-11, gives a glimpse of some of the
ways we CAN love people. So take some time to love someone this week. Take someone out to lunch, go to that
student’s play or concert, make someone a meal, invite someone over for games and pizza, tell someone you like
their shirt/hat/shoes, write a card or encouraging note to someone, randomly visit someone at work, the list can go
on and on. There are so many ways you can go love someone. How are you going to spread God’s love this month?



Our Regular Services
And Classes

Sunday
Sunday School
Worship

Evening Worship

Wednesday
Soul Café
Bible Study

Thursday
Women'’s Bible Studies

Men’s Bible Study

9:45am
11:00am
6:30pm

5:45pm
6:30pm

9:00am
6:00pm
12:00pm

Mark Your Calendars

4.1

Easter

Sunrise Service 8:00am at the Daniel’s Home
(Evening Service Dismissed)

4.6
First Friday Dinner @ Friendship Mission

4.8
Sunday Sundae

412
Last Women’s Bible Study

4.21

Mission Team Prayer Meeting
(12pm in the JR. Worship Room.
Visitors welcome)

4.29
Family Sunday
Guest Speaker from IDES

5.4
First Friday Dinner @ Friendship Mission

5.13
Mothers Day
(Evening Services Dismissed)

5.20
Graduation Sunday

5.27
Memorial Day Sunday
(Evening Services Dism




Our Deepest Sympathy to
Rose and the Renner Family.

Randy Renner passed away
~ on February 27th, 2018.

Matthew 28:6 )
Thanking God

e ok, for the growth of His
FOR HE HAS RISEN, Kingdom!

Just as He said. Joining in Baptism:
Come, see the place Shelia Mfdcﬁﬁ[
where He was lyin 3-11-18
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Welcome to the family!!
Caleb Beck,
James Torkelson
g
Lyuda Kaliberda

They placed their membership with
Kenai Christian Church on
3-11-18
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