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Church Family News

June/July 2015

Worship at 8:15 and 11:00 AM

Sunday School at 9:45 AM

Mark Your Calendars for June/July 

June 
7: Summer Worship Begins at 9am 
7: Haiti Luncheon 
15: Begin Summer Office Hours 
15-19:  VBS 
21: Father’s Day 

July 
3: Office Closed 
4: Independence Day 
17-24: Youth Mission Trip 
18: All Community Picnic 

A Note of Thanks to

Hickory Christian School


Dear Hickory Christian School,  

I want to extend my families heartfelt gratitude to Hickory 
Christian School! Although this comes at a happy time for our 
family with the purchase of our new home, it also comes with 
great sadness that our son is sad to be leaving his “friends”. 
Hickory Christian has been absolutely wonderful to my family 
and most importantly to my son. Maceo has grown leaps and 
bounds this past year. When he came home and sang “Jesus 
Loves Me”, my heart was joyous and my eyes filled with tears. 
How wonderful something so precious and simple can bring 
such joy to a father. Today leaving for work I remembered that 
song and then realized: What we learn we never forget. 

“You are good, and what you do is go; teach me your 
decrees” (Psalm 119:68) Goodness can come from all 
circumstances. What you offer to families and to my family is 
truly a blessing. I hope and pray for your continued success! 
  
This letter is why we do what we do! The child is continuing 
to grow in the love of Jesus Christ. We not only teach the 
children ,we minister to the families as well. 

The 2014-2015 school year has been one of changes and 
growth. Through it all we have been covered in prayer and 
wrapped in the arms of our loving, Heavenly Father.  

 In His Service,  
Shelley V. Heinlein, Director 

Visit to the Farm 

The Hickory Christian School had their final 
field trip of the year on May 22nd.  They visited 
the farm of Gretta MacIntyre and Jim Marsteller 
where they explored all the large tractors, saw 
a fairy garden, got to see lots of different types 
of animals which included petting the miniature 
donkeys and a cook out to finish out the day.   

A fun time was certainly had by all.  

The take away from the trip was captured in 
the photo below.  At the end of the day, 

without any prompting, these kids jumped right 
in to lend a helping hand by working together.  
Funny how we feel as if we are ministering to 
them, but really isn’t God often using them to 

minister to us?

Working Together
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Dear Church Family,

On Sunday May 17th we had a different kind of worship service.  The theme of the day was “A Call 
To Prayer” – not only reminding us of the importance of prayer as members of God’s Family, but 
also providing a unique way to actually pray to God.  Maybe you will remember it as the Sunday we 
had no printed order of worship!  

The service had four different “cycles” of focus and prayer in which we followed the acrostic A-C-T-
S – Adoration (praising God for His attributes and actions), Confession (confessing our sins to 
God), Thanksgiving (thanking God for His many blessings), Supplication (giving God our prayer 
requests).  Now this pattern of prayer is only one suggested way to pray, but I have found praying 
this way helpful in expressing “balanced prayers” of the heart.  

For example, we often tend to think of prayer as primarily asking God to meet our needs or the 
needs of others (Supplication).  But if your child just asked you for things over and over without 
thanking you, sometimes praising you, or even asking your forgiveness when they disobey you – 
you wouldn’t have a very satisfying relationship with that child, would you?  It must be the same 
thing from God’s point of view, if we have a living relationship with Him.

God wants us to pray to Him.  It is a primary way we develop a personal relationship with Him.  
Author Rosalind Rinker writes, “Prayer is a dialogue between two persons who love each other.”  If 
you love someone, you will want to talk with them, to get to know them, and to let them get to know 
you.  Our prayer life really is a good indicator of our relationship with God, isn’t it?

We often think of prayer as something very formal we do on Sunday mornings in worship.  When I 
lead our “Prayers of God’s People” I often follow the A-C-T-S pattern because I think we need to 
talk to God in all these ways.  But I also try to use common language, modeling the way Jesus 
prayed to the Father.  We don’t have to try to impress God or anyone else by what we say or how 
we say it in prayer.  We want to pray respectfully to God as well as honestly, admitting our struggles 
– even with Him. 

I encourage all of us to pray conversationally with God throughout the day.  You can tell Him when 
you’re frustrated sitting in traffic, when you are excited over some good news, when you are 
overwhelmed by your work situation, when you are worried about a visit to the doctor – even when 
you are bored!  Tell Him! (He knows it anyway, right?)  

Psalm 62:8 says: “Trust in him at all times, O people; pour out your hearts to him, for God is our 
refuge.”  That’s God inviting us to pour our hearts out to Him – all the time.  I think we should take 
Him up on His offer.  May prayer permeate all that we do as individuals, families, and as a church 
family,
And then, let us share with each other how God is answering our prayers, so that we might 
encourage one another!

Following Jesus With You,

Pastor Bob

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3 4 5 6

9:15am-Fit Club

6pm-HCS
6:30pm-Basketball
7pm-Worship
7pm-CE Team

10am-Staff

7pm-New Officer 
Training
7pm-Core
7pm-Bible Study

3:30pm-Not Just 
Sunday Sisterhood

7pm-Experiencing 
God #6
7pm-One Way
7:30pm-Prayer 
Group

6pm-Yoga
7pm-Praise Band

9:15am-Fit Club 1pm-CC Rental

7 8 9 10 11 12 13

9am-Worship
10:15-11am-
Sunday School

Luncheon- Haiti 
Update with 
Pastor Pierre

9:15am-Fit Club

6:30pm-Basketball
7pm-Stewardship

 

7pm-New Officer 
Training
7pm-Core
7pm-Bible Study

1pm-Prayer Shawl
 
7pm-Experiencing 
God #7
7pm-B&P
7pm-One Way
7:30pm-Prayer 
Group

6pm-Yoga
7pm-Praise Band

9:15am-Fit Club  Set up for VBS

14 15 16 17 18 19 20

9am-Worship
10:15-11am-
Sunday School
10:15am- Vision 
Team

9am-Noon- VBS

Begin Summer 
Office Hours
8:30am-Noon

6:30pm-Basketball

9am-Noon- VBS
 

7pm-Core
7pm-Bible Study

9am-Noon- VBS

7pm-Experiencing 
God #8
7pm-Session
7pm-Health 
Advocates
7pm-One Way
7:30pm-Prayer 
Group

9am-Noon- VBS

6pm-Yoga
7pm-Praise Band

9am-Noon- VBS

6:30pm-VBS 
Celebration

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

Father’s Day

9am-Worship
10:15-11am-
Sunday School

1pm-CC Rental

9:15am-Fit Club

6:30pm-Basketball
7pm-Deacons

 

7pm-Core
7pm-Bible Study

7pm-Experiencing 
God #9
7pm-One Way
7:30pm-Prayer 
Group

 
6pm-Yoga
7pm-Praise Band

9:15am-Fit Club

28 29 30    

9am-Worship
10:15-11am-
Sunday School

9:15am-Fit Club

6:30pm-Basketball

10am-Staff

7pm-Core
7pm-Bible Study
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Music & Worship 
Committee 

Highlights of the May 
Meeting of Session

• 	  	  	  	  	  	  	  A	  Congrega+on	  Mee+ng	  has	  been	  
scheduled	  for	  Sunday	  June	  7	  
immediately	  following	  the	  one	  (1)	  
Worship	  service.	  	  The	  mee+ng	  is	  to	  
review	  and	  approve	  the	  new	  HUEPC	  
By-‐laws.	  

•       The	  Personnel	  Team	  met	  with	  Session	  
to	  coordinate	  the	  necessi+es	  of	  
business	  for	  adding	  staff.	  

•       ALer	  much	  study	  and	  prayer,	  the	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
Session,	  with	  help	  from	  the	  Worship	  
CommiNee	  has	  set	  the	  new	  Sunday	  
Worship	  +mes	  for	  the	  Fall	  as	  follows: 

• 8:30	  am	  to	  9:30	  am-‐	  
	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  1st	  Worship	  Service	  

• 10	  am	  to	  11	  am-‐	  	  	  	  
	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Sunday	  School	  

• 11:15	  am	  to	  12:15	  pm-‐	  
	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  2nd	  Worship	  Service	  	  	  

REMINDER	  –	  Summer	  Worship	  Hours	  start	  
June	  7	  with	  Worship	  at	  9:00	  am	  with	  
Sunday	  School	  to	  follow	  at	  10:15	  am.	  
Pastor	  Pierre	  will	  be	  visi+ng	  and	  
preaching	  on	  Sunday	  June	  7.	  	  Come	  
hear	  what	  God	  is	  doing	  in	  Hai+.	  

• Thanks	  to	  all	  that	  par+cipated	  (at	  the	  
church	  and	  at	  home)	  in	  the	  24	  hour	  
prayer	  vigil.	  

Please	  pray	  for:	  
• The	  Elders	  and	  Deacons	  (both	  new	  and	  

old).	  
• The	  Personnel	  Team	  as	  they	  fill	  the	  

staff	  vacancies.	  	  May	  they	  be	  led	  to	  
those	  whom	  God	  has	  already	  called	  to	  
serve	  here	  in	  Hickory.	  

• The	  many	  church	  volunteers	  that	  work	  
quietly	  behind	  the	  scenes	  to	  sustain	  
exis+ng	  ministries	  for	  youth,	  music,	  
etc.	  

Your Servant Leaders, 
The Session 

Session 
Snapshot

June/July Volunteer Schedules
Greeters - 9:00 AM
June 7 Jack and Mary Creighton
June 14 Ken and Sue Alrutz
June 21 Clair and Joann McCracken
June 28 Ben, Leslie, and Becca Maxin

July 5 Bill Dinsmore and Deb Rea
July 12 Betty Allison
July 19 Ellen Warren and Barb Warren
July 26 Bob and Linda Carter

Nursery - 9:00 AM
June 7 Ryan and Melissa Mechtel
June 14 Dale and Beverly English
June 21 Jackie Fawley and Amanda Whyte
June 28 Paula Steele and Addie Alderson

July 5  TBD and Amanda Whyte
July 12 Margaret Wasco and   
July 19 Patty Lin Growden and   
July 26 Cindy Semack and Addie Alderson

Audio - 9:00 AM
June 7 Bob P. Carter
June 14 Blake Grove
June 21 Scott Strnisa
June 28 Frank Strnisa

July 5
July 12
July 19
July 26

Audio - 9:00 AM
June 7 Janet Greene
June 14 Colleen Allison
June 21 Carol Staley
June 28 Jack Merckle

July 5 Ellen Warren
July 12 Scott Strnisa
July 19 Matthew Staley
July 26 Jack Merckle

Usher Co-Captains - 9:00 AM - Month of June
Sherry Strnisa and Trish Goodwin

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

 1 2 3 4

3:30pm-Not Just 
Sunday Sisterhood

7pm-Experiencing 
God #10
7pm-One Way
7:30pm-Prayer 
Group

6pm-Yoga
7pm-Praise Band

Office Closed

5 6 7 8 9 10 11

9am-Worship
10:15-11am-
Sunday School

9:15am-Fit Club

6pm-HCS
6:30pm-Basketball
7pm-Worship
7pm-CE Team
7pm-Stewardship

10am-Staff

7pm-Core
7pm-Bible Study

1pm-Prayer Shawl

7pm-Experiencing 
God #11
7pm-B&P
7pm-One Way
7:30pm-Prayer 
Group

6pm-Yoga
7pm-Praise Band

Newsletter Items 
Due- 10am

7:30pm-9:30pm 
Father/ Son 
Breakfast

12 13 14 15 16 17 18

9am-Worship
10:15-11am-
Sunday School

9:15am-Fit Club

 
6:30pm-Basketball

10am-Staff

7pm-Core
7pm-Bible Study

 

7pm-Experiencing 
God #12
7pm-Session
7pm-One Way
7:30pm-Prayer 
Group

6pm-Yoga
7pm-Praise Band

Youth Mission 
Trip

9:15am-Fit Club

Youth Mission 
Trip

All Community 
Picnic

19 20 21 22 23 24 25

Youth Mission 
Trip

9am-Worship
10:15-11am-
Sunday School

Youth Mission 
Trip

9:15am-Fit Club

 
6:30pm-Basketball

Youth Mission 
Trip

10am-Staff

7pm-Core
7pm-Bible Study

 Youth Mission 
Trip

7pm-Experiencing 
God #13
No Youth
7:30pm-Prayer 
Group

Youth Mission 
Trip

6pm-Yoga
7pm-Praise Band

Youth Mission 
Trip

9:15am-Fit Club

10am-4pm-CC 
Rental

26 27 28 29 30 31  

9am-Worship
10:15-11am-
Sunday School

9:15am-Fit Club

6:30pm-Basketball
7:30pm-Deacons

10am-Staff

7pm-Core
7pm-Bible Study

 

 

7pm-One Way
7:30pm-Prayer 
Group

6pm-Yoga
7pm-Praise Band

9:15am-Fit Club

July 2015



The office will begin 
summer hours on Monday, 

June 15th.   
The office will be open 
from 8:30 am until noon 
Monday through Friday.  

  
We will also be closed on 

Friday, July 3rd in 
observance of 

Independence Day. 

Have a wonderful summer!

June 2015

A big THANK YOU to all my prayer partners who prayed me thru my difficult time at AGH & my rehab at Country 
Meadows.  God heard & answered those prayers.  I am so appreciative for the many cards, messages of 
encouragement, phone calls, & the food that was sent.  Thank you Pastor Bob & Lou for your visits.  I am getting 
stronger but would appreciate continued prayers. 

Many thanks,
Nada Schwab

I am writing this for my Mom Nellie Grace Isiminger, who is a resident at Washington County Health Center. She would 
like to thank the Deacons and Jeanne Phillip's Sunday School class for the cards and  items made by the kids. It is so 
thoughtful of you to think of us shut ins. You brighten our day. Thank you again. 

God’s blessings to all, 
Faye Scott

When buying your plants for your garden this 
year, please remember to buy one for the 
church’s Covered Bridge farmers market.  If you 
only have one or two “ fruits of the vine” in the 
fall that’s okay for if twenty give it, then I would 
have a bushel.   
  
If you would like to make something,  the lower 
the cost the more likely it will sell.  If you find 
ideas that you think are good, then please pass 
them on. 
  
Thanks, Mary Jordan, 724-356-7774

1 Ken Alrutz       
 Jim McDonald          
2 Donnie Narigon        
 Dalton Sears          
3 Caitlin Hamilton        
4 Krystle Motor        
5 Michael Wagner        
7 Marian Campbell        
12 Bill Hamilton      
13 Shannon Miles      
14 Donna Zimmerman      
15 Doug Reinard      
 Laura Sharpnack          
17 Kara Ruffalo              
 Amy Shultz          
18 Madison Drazich      
 Kathy Steele          
 Nathan Thomas          
19 Shawn Staley     
21 Patty Lin Growden      
 Christopher Novick          
23 Dave Karn      
 Greg Kotyk          
24 Janet Bell     
 Ron Caltumo, Sr.          
 Brenda McMillan          
 Barbara Rea          
26 Emily Staley      
27 Linda Carter      
 Cathi Dinsmore          
28 Priscilla Bernard      
 Kim Bianchi          
 Carolyn Chuba          
29 Gina Congie      
 William Smith          
30 Jeremiah Narigon      

Golden Age 
2 Dalton Sears        
7 Marian Campbell        

1 Betty Allison        
2 Allen Kotyk        
4 Sherri Kumer        
 Mary Jane Simpson          
6 Kris Karas        
7 Vicki Bonzo        
 Kaitlin Hoop          
9 Jennifer O’Donnell        
10 Joann McCracken      
 Jason Mechtel          
11 Tom Cowden      
 Kelly Wagner          
12 Jason Grove      
 Felicia McQuillan          
13 Jessie Merckle      
 Nicolas Rogers          
14 Mabel Cowden      
 David Narigon          
 Rebecca Spencer          
17     Sherri McGivern 
 Gretta MacIntyre          
18 Sarah Congie      
 Julia Wasco          
19 Michael Farner      
 Larry Heckman, Jr.          
 Faye Scott          
20 Wayne Bell      
 Jack Staley          
21 Marjorie Curran      
22 Mason Heckman      
23 Austin Rudy      
 Bill White          
25 Robert P. Carter      
 Sheila Carter          
 Caden Heckman          
 Karen Reinard           
26 Sommer Temple      
27 Nicole Coffield      
 Greg Kumer, Jr.          
29 Dan Greene II      
 Shelley Heinlein          
 Harley Kanish-Griffith          
 Amanda Kaste          
30 Jacob Laurick      

Golden Age 
1 Betty Allison        
4 Mary Jane Simpson        
11 Tom Cowden      
14 Mabel Cowden      
21 Marjorie Curran     

July 2015



Hickory Christian School 
A Ministry of Hickory United Evangelical 

Church 
Shelley Heinlein, Director

Because we care so much for God’s children and because you care so much for His children also, the 
Christian Ed Team is asking/needs your help. 

Because we have always cared, our church has had a great history of a strong Christian Ed Department.  Our rich 
history has shown that we have had many dedicated and God-fearing people bless our church and our programs.  
Because they cared, they have/had been involved from toddlers to the elderly.  Our church, through God’s help, 
has produced some of the greatest and most caring role models, deacons, elders, teachers, and pastors, just 
because they cared. 

Because we care, the CE Team is concerned about His children and our programs.  We have reached a crossroads 
and need your help.  Over the last few years, our Sunday school attendance has continued to decline.  This year, 
because they cared, we have had 2 very dedicated teachers come to teach their class and not have any children in 
their grade show up.  They even went 6 weeks in a row with not 1 student showing up.  We would like to thank 
those parents who have faithfully brought their children/grandchildren to Sunday school.  It is such an important 
step in their walk with the Lord.  The CE Team is responsible for many programs, not just Sunday school.  To 
name a few:  each children’s Sunday School Class “adopts” shut-ins, we have a children’s Christmas program, 
Memory Work Sunday, honor our High School seniors and hold a luncheon for them and their families, and of 
course, Vacation Bible School. 

Because we care, we are asking for your help.  Most of us have been serving on this committee/team for many, 
many years.  Most of us are grandmas.  We need some younger people to help us.  We need new people with a 
fresh vision for a fresh start.  Please pray for our C.E. Team and that His will be done.  Is God calling you?  
Because you care, can you please help us? 

In Christ’s love, because I care,  
Jeanne Phillips 

Developmentally Appropriate  
Christian Education 

Now accepting registration for the 
2015-2016 school year 

PRE K 3 and PRE K 4  
   

Morning and Afternoon   
Classes Available

Hickory Christian School Wish List 

As we begin to look forward to the next 
school year, we will be in search of a few 
items that are frequently used. If while you 
are out and about this summer you come 
across a great deal on any of the items listed 
below, we would greatly appreciate your 
donation. 

• Jump Ropes
• Hula Hoops
• Glue Sticks (Elmer’s)
• Colored Copy Paper
• Card Stock
• 8 pack Crayola Crayons
• Yellow Construction Paper
• White Construction Paper
• Lysol Spray
• Clorox Wipes

I want to thank the Session and congregation for the generous retirement gift and the 
reception after church on the 17th. We will make sure we use the gift for a retirement-

appropriate purpose! Most of all, I appreciate all the well-wishes and lovely comments you all 
made to me, personally and in your cards. 

Thank you again.
Marilyn

Deacon’s Corner 
Bob Kurlfink 

Haiti Needs Musical Instruments & Laptop Computers 
From triangles to clarinets the Deacon’s are looking for donations of any NON-electric hand held musical instruments that could be 
shipped to Haiti….
We are also collecting donations of all Laptop Computers.

Are you going on vacation? 

The Deacon’s are collecting all complementary Hygiene items again. The Avis Arbor Women’s Shelter  appreciated the care 
packets the Deacon’s put together, so much, that we are doing it again. We can not do this without your help… So when you stay at 
your hotel/Motel/or B&B PLEASE pick up your Complementary Hygiene Items?  Those traveling size soaps, toothpaste, shampoos, 
or anything else? There will be a box in the Greeting area for donations of all Hygiene items…

The Deacons will be happy to put them together as care packets for the 

Avis Arbor Women’s Shelter.

Thank you again and may our Lord Jesus bless you for all of your support.



FRIENDS: 
  
Greetings! PP is back to tell you that we are all doing well. 
  
Right now we have the Hickory United Evangelical Presbyterian Church with us here in the persons of  Dave, Jim 
and Jay. They are installing a new set of  batteries that the Hickory church just bought and shipped to us. For 
several years now the Hickory U.E. Presbyterian Church is committed to providing clean water and solar energy at 
the mission and its satellite stations.  The team arrived here last Saturday the day Friends of  Haiti left. It is always 
good to have teams come back to back. They have been working since on the installation of  the new batteries. 
They come just on time because the old batteries could not take the beat any longer. 
  
I admire the team for their adaption to the heat. It is very hot here. I mean it's hot. If  Haitians think it's hot  you 
better believe it because Haitians rarely complain about heat because we are used to it. I saw Dave yesterday 
working and his short was soaked wet. He was not even in the sun. One could squeeze it and water would come 
out. 
  
Now the Hickory team has put us back in business with electricity. We thank God for that. Because of  the 
electricity my computer which functions badly has been going on and off  from time to time. While I am writing 
this update a strange window just open up on me and shut me off. 
  
Thank God the Hickory United Evangelical Presbyterian Church, in the persons of  Dave, Jim and Jay, gave me 
$1500.00 for equipment and installation for the propane after I shared the need with them. As you know we 
used Propane fuel to cook for the children at the mission. 
  
I would like to thank all the members of  the Hickory U.E.P. Church for their generosity toward the 
Lacroix Mission. They have done so much to keep us in the Light. Thank God. I would like to thank the other 
half  of  Dave, Jim and Jay for allowing their husband to come to serve us in Lacroix. I also thank the church for 
sending them with their blessing. Thank you so much. They have done the job right and they are pleased with 
what they do. 
  
May God bless you abundantly. 
God Prosperpierre

                                          
                                           Thanks to all who donated time, money, soup, bread 
                                            or drove.  We could not have done it without you.  
                                            Thanks to Tyler and Evan for putting the fundraiser 
                                            and bible study lessons together with the other youth, 
                                            and a big thanks to Jack for  all he did to make it  
                                            happen!  Love you guys!  We lift it all up to God, 
                                            because it’s to His glory that we do this.  All praise 
                                           goes to Him! 
   
  

Ok, just one last thing, look for the next news letter where we will recap our exploits on our Mission 
Trip 2015! 
  
Looking Upward!  
 
Uncle Frank 

I taught myself a bit with one of those folding keyboards you placed behind the keys to teach you the 
notes. Piano lessons would really be great. BUT, I had quit the clarinet and cost my parents money so 
there was no way I would ask them to let me take piano lessons.  

One night I had left the dinner table but Mom called me back and asked if I would be interested in 
taking piano lessons from Mrs. Conboy. Really? I could? Wasn’t it expensive? Yes, they told me ($1.25), 
but if I wanted they would call her. I started the next week. I skipped the first 2 lesson books, and 
flew through the next few, so started on individual pieces and the hymnal….a new hymn or two every 
lesson. Within a short time I was playing for Sunday School and after about a year, had started organ 
lessons and was playing for church services. What a supportive congregation I had! They sat through 
numerous mistakes, many Bach pieces and always told me what a wonderful job I was doing.  

Well, we are now about 55 years later. I don’t think, outside of family, anything has meant so much 
to me as this ministry…not just music but being able to use music to glorify God and to support my 
church with something so beautiful. Hickory has allowed me to try new things. With your help and 
support we have had soloists, dramas, cantatas, variety shows, concerts, music outreach and just 
about anything we could use to make worship interesting and different. I’m sure people hated to see 
me come toward them with ‘that look’ in my eyes but they would go along with whatever we wanted 
to accomplish. You poured your support and your monies into keeping our organ and pianos in good 
condition. The choir worked hard and diligently to provide support for worship. Parents brought 
children to learn how to be music-makers for God.  

My prayer at this time is that the person who comes after me is shown the same amount of support 
and encouragement and that one day they will also find that saying goodbye to this ministry is so 
hard.  

           Marilyn Grove

No, I am not leaving the church. I will 
still have all my friends and my fellow 
worshippers. But the dynamics will 
change. The staff, the choirs- those 
relationships won’t be as close. I will no 
longer be the ‘leader’. So I AM saying 
goodbye to many things that have been 
important parts of my life for a long 
time. 

When I was in 4th grade, as part of the 
school band program, I began clarinet 
lessons. For 2 years I played but wasn’t 
very diligent about practicing and 
finally quit.  Soon after, we got a new 
pastor at our church. His wife gave 
piano lessons and was an accomplished 
piano and organ player.  PIANO!  We had 
a piano at home and Grandma played 
hymns for us.



“COMING ATTRACTIONS” 

In 1987, through memorial contributions, the Hickory U.P. Church purchased a “starter set” of 
Malmark Handbells which included a 2-octave set (25 bells), two handbell tables, table pads and covers.  In 
the fall of 1987, Mrs. Emma Johnston became Director of the first newly formed handbell choir which 
comprised 7th-12th graders.  This was the beginning of a new and unfamiliar ministry of music for our 
church.  Handbells would soon be a significant form of praise in worship throughout the Church year.  In 
2002, Emma Johnston retired after 15 years of dedicated and faithful service, but the handbell ministry 
remained. 

Calendar pages turned from that date long ago and changes continued.  In 2003, Mrs. Karen Reinard 
became the new Handbell Director.  Karen lovingly and aggressively moved this ministry forward.  The 
handbell choir grew in number – both ringers and bells.  An additional 2-1/2 octaves of handbells was 
purchased and a 3-octave set (37 chimes) of tonechimes was purchased.  A newly formed second handbell 
choir began.  Hickory Church was now represented in praise from the adult “Hallelujah Ringers” and the 
7th-12th grade ringers in “Echoes of Faith”.  At the end of January 2013, Karen Reinard retired after almost 10 
years of dedicated and faithful service “For Him”, but the handbell ministry remained. 

Calendar pages continued to turn, bringing changes once again.  Thankfully, Linda Carter graciously 
and willingly directed both handbell choirs through the end of the May 2013 choir season and the following 
choir year.  Afterwards, there was no longer an organized handbell choir.  In its place, a smaller bell 
ensemble was occasionally incorporated into worship. 

The calendar brings us to today.  As former handbell ringers, Marty McCrory and Toni Sears are 
anxious to follow God’s lead and continue in the Ministry of Handbells at HUEPC.  In August we will 
attend the “Handbell Musicians of America Area 3 Directors’ Seminar” in Chesapeake, Virginia.  As we 
begin the start-up of this Ministry of Music once again, we are confident that this in-depth seminar will 
prepare us as co-directors and also, help us to prepare you as ringers.  “We are told that playing an 
instrument is a God-given talent, just like singing.  God expects us to use our talents to serve Him.  Since 
God gave people the talent to play, He would surely be pleased if we used it to praise Him.”  From all the 
years past, thank you to the congregation and ringers for your continued support to this significant 
ministry.  Over the years, Church members and friends have donated/memorialized these handbells and 
tonechimes.  Therefore, beginning this fall, they will come out from storage.  The Handbell Choir will be 
once again!  Please be in prayer ~ prayer for God’s direction, prayer for the directors and prayer for the 
ringers.  We need your continued support.  If you have the desire to serve in the Handbell Choir as a former 
ringer or even as a beginner, please contact either Marty or Toni.  Until then ~ 

“Do All to the Glory of God” 

Marty McCrory ~ (724) 356-7521 (home)  (724) 914-0789 (cell) 
Toni Sears ~ (724) 344-6030

From the Mobile Desk of the CE Liaison (somewhere down that long lonesome highway) 
  

Helllllllooooo Hickory! 
  
What a great year this is turning out to be!  Weather is great, sun is shining, it’s just great to be alive!  God blesses.  
Can you believe it’s already June?  The year is going by really quick and over at Youth Group, we have had a lot 
going on. 
  

Car Wash! 
  
Yea, Yea.  We had a great day to wash cars in April over at our friends at Subway.  They graciously provided the 
space and water for the outing and God provided the sun!  All of you provided the other key ingredient... your 
cars!  I’m not sure who got the cleanest car, but I do now they soaked me down once or twice in the process!  It was 
a lot of ‘shake and bake’ hustle to get everyone through (we really never did have any down time and barely got 
time to eat) but we ended the day with about $600.00 dollars, and that is the most we have collected yet!    We even 
got donations from people who didn’t get their car washed!  That was the easiest money of all!  Proceeds go 
towards reducing the cost of the annual Mission Trip.  Thanks to all who supported us and look for the next Car 
Wash coming soon. 
  

30 Hour Famine 
  
“Hey man, 
     Laura came directly to me this morning and told me how wonderful your crew was.  She said “I want 
them to come back every weekend!”   
    Thanks for being awesome and for doing a great job out there in the lives of young people. 

jd//“  
  
Now that was the actual comment sent to me after our group participated 
in the annual World Vision 30 Hour Famine event for World Hunger.   
  But then again, ‘Hickory Works’ is what we always hear.  Our young 
men  
and women have a rich history of being there and leading the pack when 
 needed, so why would it be different this time?  The annual event began  
April 17 and ended April 18 and was held at the church.  Participants  
collected money ahead of time to support feeding the hungry, and then  
fasted from 12:00 noon Friday until 6:00 PM Saturday.  You know, that’s a  
long fast, but we were kept busy with bible study and games throughout  
                                                 the night and then on Saturday we worked off the hunger pangs at the World 
                                                 Vision Distribution Center in the North Hills.  I don’t know the final count,  
                                                 but I think my team assembled 6 Ka-trillion boxes for the ‘sorting table’ to  
                                                 put shirts and stuff in to be sent overseas!  One of the other teams worked on  
                                                 inventory of educational books to be sent overseas as our sorting group 
                                                occupied about 8 tables in the process of sorting and organizing everything 
                                                from shirts to shoes to shorts.  We did meet a lot of nice people from other  
                                               churches in the process. 

Back at the church, home made soup and bread was being prepared for when we could actually break 
our fast.  Ft was a welcome feast for sure! 

There were about 30 participants at the church with 20 going out to World Vision on Saturday.  We 
collected over $1,200.00 which ups our overall total since we began participating to over $14,000! 
    

Man!  YOU GUYS ROCK!!!!!  And World Vision Thanks You! 



PLEASE NOTE DATE CHANGE

FATHER/SON BREAKFAST 
Sponsored by

The Not Just Sunday Sisterhood

When: SATURDAY JULY 11, 2015
Where:Covenant Center

Time:  7:30 AM to 9:30 AM 

All fathers/sons/special men in their lives are invited to a breakfast on Saturday, July 11th.  The "Sisterhood" 
thought it would be nice for the men in our congregation to spend some inspirational time with those that are 
special to them.  A program is being put together for the enjoyment of all ages.

The cost will be  $5.00 per person (free for those under 6 years of age).

A sign-up sheet and tickets will be available in the greeting area beginning Sunday, June 14th.  We are in need of 
"Sisterhood" volunteers to help.  A sign-up sheet will be available for you as well.  (Thank you!)

COMMUNICATING A VISION FOR HUEPC 

“Growing together as the Family of God” 

Background: Implementing the Vision. Part II 

In previous editions of the Vision Team newsletter, we have discussed the development of the Vision Statement and the 
ongoing effort to implement it through a standing committee that reports to the Session and provides support to the various 
committees and teams.  Beginning with this edition, we will display the specific ideas about what the Vision might look like 
for each of the areas of ministry in our church.  These were developed by the original Vision Team at the end of a year long 
process.  After considering all that we have heard and read over the year, we were asked, “With regard to our niche of family 
ministry, what did we think God would like to see?” in each area of ministry.  The ideas presented were framed as a response 
to this question. These were provided to each of the committees for their consideration, modification, and/or adoption. 

In this edition, we will cover the thoughts for Christian Education, Christian Outreach, and Hickory Christian School. 

1. In light of our niche for Family Ministry we believe what God’s vision for Christian Education  includes: 
• Promoting God’s design for singles, couples, parents, families & extended families 
• Opportunities for learning that promote discipleship/walk with Christ 
• Knowing basic foundation of our faith 
• Uniting church and home so that parents become the primary Christian educators of their families and fathers 

become the spiritual leaders of their homes. 
• Developing an overall plan for Christian development (Nursery to Adult) where each person sees the next step to 

take. 

2. In light of our niche of Family Ministry, we believe that God’s vision for Christian Outreach  includes: 
• Reaching out to and directing those in need of physical/spiritual help 
• Supporting a missions’ ministry – local, national & international (especially through our families) 
• Maximizing the use of our facility and campus as an outreach tool 
• Communicating effectively to the community opportunities for Christian growth at HUEPC 
• Partnering with area churches in evangelistic outreach activities 

3. In light of our niche of Family Ministry, we believe that God’s vision for Hickory Christian School includes: 
• The church fully embracing the school as a major outreach to families in our community

Update to our Membership List 

Just recently the Clerk of Session has updated the 
membership list.  The Membership Team of Session 
is now going over this list.
  
We are charged to place members in the correct 
category.   The description from the Book of Order is 
listed below.

Book of  Government 

CHAPTER 9

The Authority of the Session over Church 
Membership
 

§9-1      The Church Session of a particular 
congregation shall be responsible for receiving, 
dismissing,

retiring to the inactive roll or otherwise 
determining membership in the particular church. 
This

authority shall be governed by and 
limited to the following stipulations:

Rolls to be kept: The Church Session 
shall maintain the rolls listed below. Only the 
Active Roll

shall be reported to Presbytery for 
membership purposes.

A. Active Roll: This roll shall include 
confirmed members who have been received into

active membership.
B. Baptized Roll: This roll shall include the 

names of those baptized in the particular
church, and the names of those 

baptized children of confirmed members received 
from

other churches.
C. Affiliate Roll: This roll shall include the 

names of those received into affiliate
membership.

D.  Inactive Roll: This roll shall include 
confirmed members who have been removed by 
the

Church Session to this roll in 
accordance with provisions in §9-5.

As some of  you know, we're are on 
Session #3 of  13 in our “Experiencing 
God” course.  

Below is a short story of  something that 
has taken place during this time. 
 
One of our church attendees signed up for the 
class and at the last minute she  brought a friend 
along with her. That friend has completely fallen in 
love with the course and is my biggest supporter.  
She has been emailing me off and on through the 
week to encourage me. This same woman began 
speaking to her cousin about the course. Her 
cousin, who is saved, has trouble reading the Bible 
and I to my knowledge, she does not attend church 
regularly.  However, she was really taken with what 
this woman had to say about “Experiencing God.” 
As the information was passed on to me, I 
obtained a new NIV bible from our pastor and 
offered to give it to the woman's cousin as a gift 
from our church hoping it would be easier for her to 
read. The cousin was so excited! So much so she 
told the woman she wanted to take the course as 
soon as possible and even invited her neighbor to 
attend with her.  This woman prayed about it and 
felt lead to hold a course herself and still continue 
being a student in our class on Wednesday 
evenings.

Stephen Covey said the best way in which to learn 
something was to teach it. Now, of course, 
students aren't expected to teach after taking the 
course, but WOW ... how the Lord works! Of 
course, I fully supported her in doing this. With 
Bruce Sharpnack's assistance, I'm handing her a 
leader guide, additional workbooks, and a Bible 
tonight so she can start leading her own class this 
Thursday morning.
 
I'm so excited to see where God is going to lead all 
of us through this course. Already my fellow 
students are starting to come up with Adventures 
in Experiencing God ideas for us to do for our 
community.

Membership Team 
Shelley Heinlein, Team Leader


