THE DESTRUCTION OF PRIDE
Bethel – May 27, 2018
I.  What is pride?

a. Pride promotes ____________ rather than God-sufficiency. 
b. Most _________________________ has its roots in pride. 
c. When we depend upon our merit and not on God’s ______. 

II. Symptoms of pride.

Rom.12:3 – “For by the grace given me I say to everyone of you: Do not think of yourself more highly than you ought, but rather think of yourself with sober judgment, in accordance with the measure of faith God has given you.”

a. Spotty _________________________________
b. ______________________________________
c. ______________________________________
d. A ____________________________________
e.  A defensive reaction to ___________________
f. Taking responsibility for __________________
g. Impatience about having to ________________
h. Unwillingness to ________________________
III. The destruction of pride.

Proverbs 16:18 says, “Pride goes before destruction, a haughty spirit before a fall.” I like what the Message Translation of this verse says: “First pride—then the crash—the bigger the ego, the harder the fall.”

a. Prevents fellowship with ___________________
b. Destroys relationships with _________________
c. _______________________________________ 
d. ________________ is the simplest form of pride. 
e. Pride destroys our capacity to _______________ 
f. Pride is _________________________________ 
g. Pride denies God’s sovereign _______________ 
h. Pride is a _______________________________
IV. How we deal with pride.

Lk.9:23-24 – “Then he said to them all, ‘If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow me. For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me will save it.”

Gal.2:20 – “I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.”

John 3:30 – “He must become greater, I must become less.”

1Jn.3:16 - We know love by this, that He laid down His life for us; and we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren.

a. _____________________________ it
b. ___________________________ of it 

c. Ready yourself to fight it every day!
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I.  What is pride?

a. Pride promotes self-sufficiency rather than God-sufficiency. 

b. Most sin has its roots in pride. 
c. When we depend upon our merit and not on God’s grace. 

II. Symptoms of pride.

Rom.12:3 – “For by the grace given me I say to everyone of you: Do not think of yourself more highly than you ought, but rather think of yourself with sober judgment, in accordance with the measure of faith God has given you.”

a. Spotty prayer life
b. Weariness

c. Anger
d. A critical spirit
e.  A defensive reaction to criticism
f. Taking responsibility for success
g. Impatience about having to listen
h. Unwillingness to associate 

III. The destruction of pride.

Proverbs 16:18 says, “Pride goes before destruction, a haughty spirit before a fall.” I like what the Message Translation of this verse says: “First pride—then the crash—the bigger the ego, the harder the fall.”

a. Prevents fellowship with God
b. Destroys relationships with others
c. Stress. 
d. Vanity is the simplest form of pride. 

e. Pride destroys our capacity to love. 
f. Pride is stubborn. 

g. Pride denies God’s sovereign control. 

h. Pride is a Plan-Killer...
IV. How we deal with pride.

Lk.9:23-24 – “Then he said to them all, ‘If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow me. For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me will save it.”

Gal.2:20 – “I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.”

John 3:30 – “He must become greater, I must become less.”

1Jn.3:16 - We know love by this, that He laid down His life for us; and we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren.

a. Recognize it

b. Repent of it 

c. Ready yourself to fight it every day!
