PART 8 — DANIEL Sunday, March 13, 2016

A Spirit of Excellence

Daniel 1:4 ...young men without any physical defect, handsome, showing aptitude
for every kind of learning, well informed, quick to understand, and qualified to serve
in the king’s palace. He was to teach them the language and literature of the
Babylonians. (NIV)

Daniel 6:1-3 It pleased Darius to appoint 120 satraps to rule throughout the
kingdom, 2 with three administrators over them, one of whom was Daniel. The
satraps were made accountable to them so that the king might not suffer loss.

3 Now Daniel so distinguished himself among the administrators and the satraps
by his exceptional qualities that the king planned to set him over the whole
kingdom.

s Our governs our character ... Our
character regulates our choices . . . Our daily
choices determine our of life.

Proverbs 25:28 (AMP) Like a city that is broken down and without walls
[leaving it unprotected] Is a man who has no self-control over his spirit [and
sets himself up for trouble].

DEVELOPING A SPIRIT OF EXCELLENCE

1. God has you for greatness!

1 Peter 2:9 But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation,
God’s special possession, that you may declare the praises of him who called
you out of darkness into his wonderful light.

A crucified life will cause our spirit to

Daniel 1:8 But Daniel resolved not to defile himself with the royal food and
wine, and he asked the chief official for permission not to defile himself this
way.

Galatians 5:16-18 So | say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the
desires of the flesh. 17 For the flesh desires what is contrary to the Spirit, and
the Spirit what is contrary to the flesh. They are in conflict with each other, so
that you are not to do whatever you want. 18 But if you are led by the Spirit,
you are not under the law.

Galatians 5:24 Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh
with its passions and desires.

We practice rather than
relying upon forgiveness.

Daniel 1:20 In every matter of wisdom and understanding about which the
king questioned them, he found them ten times better than all the magicians
and enchanters in his whole kingdom.

1 Samuel 15:22 Does the Lord delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices as
much as in obeying the Lord? To obey is better than sacrifice, and to heed is
better than the fat of rams.

Daniel 2:17-18 Then Daniel returned to his house and explained the matter to
his friends Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah. 18 He urged them to plead for
mercy from the God of heaven concerning this mystery, so that he and his
friends might not be executed with the rest of the wise men of Babylon.

We never think too of ourselves.

Daniel 2:26-28 The king asked Daniel (also called Belteshazzar), “Are you
able to tell me what | saw in my dream and interpret it?” 27 Daniel replied,
“No wise man, enchanter, magician or diviner can explain to the king the
mystery he has asked about, 28 but there is a God in heaven who reveals
mysteries. He has shown King Nebuchadnezzar what will happen in days to
come. Your dream and the visions that passed through your mind as you
were lying in bed are these...”



Proverbs 16:18 Pride goes before destruction, a haughty spirit before a fall.
James 4:6 God opposes the proud but shows favor to the humble.

Daniel 2:48 Then the king placed Daniel in a high position and lavished
many gifts on him. He made him ruler over the entire province of Babylon and
placed him in charge of all its wise men.

We live our in spite of
adversity.

Daniel 6:4-5 At this, the administrators and the satraps tried to find grounds
for charges against Daniel in his conduct of government affairs, but they were
unable to do so. They could find no corruption in him, because he was
trustworthy and neither corrupt nor negligent. 5 Finally these men said, “We
will never find any basis for charges against this man Daniel unless it has
something to do with the law of his God.”

Daniel 6:10 But when Daniel learned that the law had been signed, he went
home and knelt down as usual in his upstairs room, with its windows open
toward Jerusalem. He prayed three times a day, just as he had always done,
giving thanks to his God.

Psalm 23:4 (NKJV) Yea, though | walk through the valley of the shadow of
death, | will fear no evil; For You are with me; your rod and Your staff, they
comfort me.

Daniel 6:26-28 “| issue a decree that in every part of my kingdom people
must fear and reverence the God of Daniel. For he is the living God and he
endures forever; his kingdom will not be destroyed, his dominion will never
end. 27 He rescues and he saves; he performs signs and wonders in the
heavens and on the earth. He has rescued Daniel from the power of the
lions.” 28 So Daniel prospered during the reign of Darius and the reign of
Cyrus the Persian.

*All scriptures are from the NIV translation unless otherwise noted.



