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Philippians 3:14  I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has 
called me heavenward in Christ Jesus. 

Philippians 1:6 …being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you 
will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus. 

❖ Many Christians never ___________ past the initial 
salvation experience. 

Philippians 2:12-13 Therefore, my dear friends, as you have always obeyed—not 
only in my presence, but now much more in my absence—continue to work out 
your salvation with fear and trembling, 13 for it is God who works in you to will 
and to act in order to fulfill his good purpose. 

SPIRITUAL GROWTH 

Hebrews 5:12-13 (NLT)  12 You have been believers so long now that you ought 
to be teaching others. Instead, you need someone to teach you again the basic 
things about God’s word. You are like babies who need milk and cannot eat solid 
food. 13 For someone who lives on milk is still an infant and doesn’t know how to 
do what is right. 

Ephesians 4:11-15  So Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the 
evangelists, the pastors and teachers, 12 to equip his people for works of 
service, so that the body of Christ may be built up 13 until we all reach unity in 
the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining 
to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ. 14 Then we will no longer be 
infants, tossed back and forth by the waves, and blown here and there by every 
wind of teaching and by the cunning and craftiness of people in their deceitful 
scheming. 15 Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will grow to become in every 
respect the mature body of him who is the head, that is, Christ. 

❖ Spiritual maturity is evidenced by our 
______________ to Christ. 

Hebrews 12:1  Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of 
witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily 
entangles. And let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us. 

Colossians 4:12  Epaphras, who is one of you and a servant of Christ Jesus, 
sends greetings. He is always wrestling in prayer for you, that you may stand firm 
in all the will of God, mature and fully assured. 

2 Peter 3:18  But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ. To him be glory both now and forever! Amen. 

Philippians 1:9-11 And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more and 
more in knowledge and depth of insight, 10 so that you may be able to discern 
what is best and may be pure and blameless for the day of Christ, 11 filled with 
the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ—to the glory and 
praise of God. 

Galatians 5:22-24   But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, 
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness and self-control. Against such 
things there is no law. 24 Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the 
flesh with its passions and desires. 

❖ The Bible is our source for ___________ and 
maturity. 

1. The Bible is like an instruction _____________.  
Without it all the pieces of life don’t fit together. 

2 Timothy 3:16 (NLV)  All the Holy Writings are God-given and are made 
alive by Him. Man is helped when he is taught God’s Word. It shows what is 
wrong. It changes the way of a man’s life. It shows him how to be right with 
God. 

2. The Bible is like a _____________. Without it 
you’ll wander and get lost in the darkness. 

Psalms 119:105 Your word is a lamp for my feet, a light on my path. 



3. The Bible is like a ______________. Without it 
you’ll be captured or killed. 

Ephesians 6:17 Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, 
which is the word of God. 

4. The Bible is like a ___________. Without it you’ll 
never see your flaws or change how you act. 

James 1:23-25  Anyone who listens to the word but does not do what it says 
is like someone who looks at his face in a mirror 24 and, after looking at 
himself, goes away and immediately forgets what he looks like. 25 But 
whoever looks intently into the perfect law that gives freedom, and continues 
in it—not forgetting what they have heard, but doing it—they will be blessed 
in what they do. 

5. The Bible is like food and water. Without it you’ll 
starve and die in the desert. 

Psalms 1:1-3  Blessed is the one who does not walk in step with the wicked 
or stand in the way that sinners take or sit in the company of mockers, 2 but 
whose delight is in the law of the Lord, and who meditates on his law day 
and night. 3  That person is like a tree planted by streams of water, which 
yields its fruit in season and whose leaf does not wither—whatever they do 
prospers. 

*All scriptures are from the NIV translation unless otherwise noted.


