Hebrews 11:6 NLT And it is impossible to please God without faith. Anyone
who wants to come to him must believe that God exists and that he rewards
those who sincerely seek him.

Romans 3:29-30 NLT After all, is God the God of the Jews only? Isn’t he also
the God of the Gentiles? Of course he is. 2° There is only one God, and he
makes people right with himself only by faith, whether they are Jews or
Gentiles.

*All scriptures are from the NLT translation unless otherwise noted.

The passage of scripture we are studying
HR/VE this week is Matthew 16:13-28.

To be added to a group, email us at thrive@rockfamilychurch.com.
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Galatians 3:1-3 NLT Oh, foolish Galatians! Who has cast an evil spell on you? For
the meaning of Jesus Christ’'s death was made as clear to you as if you had seen a
picture of his death on the cross. 2 Let me ask you this one question: Did you
receive the Holy Spirit by obeying the law of Moses? Of course not! You received
the Spirit because you believed the message you heard about Christ. 3 How foolish
can you be? After starting your new lives in the Spirit, why are you now trying to
become perfect by your own human effort?

Romans 3:5-8 NLT “But,” some might say, “our sinfulness serves a good purpose,
for it helps people see how righteous God is. Isn't it unfair, then, for him to punish
us?” (This is merely a human point of view.) ¢ Of course not! If God were not
entirely fair, how would he be qualified to judge the world?? “But,” someone might
still argue, “how can God condemn me as a sinner if my dishonesty highlights his
truthfulness and brings him more glory?” & And some people even slander us by
claiming that we say, “The more we sin, the better it is!” Those who say such
things deserve to be condemned.

1. The message of grace is not a license to sin but it
empowers us to

Titus 2:11-12 NIV For the grace of God has appeared that offers salvation to
all people. 12 It teaches us to say “No” to ungodliness and worldly

passions, and to live self-controlled, upright and godly lives in this present
age.

Romans 3:9 NLT Well then, should we conclude that we Jews are better than
others? No, not at all, for we have already shown that all people, whether
Jews or Gentiles, are under the power of sin.

Ephesians 2:1-3 NLT Once you were dead because of your disobedience and
your many sins. 2 You used to live in sin, just like the rest of the world, obeying
the devi—the commander of the powers in the unseen world. He is the spirit
at work in the hearts of those who refuse to obey God. 3 All of us used to live
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that way, following the passionate desires and inclinations of our sinful nature.
By our very nature we were subject to God’s anger, just like everyone else.

Colossians 1:13-14 NLT For he has rescued us from the kingdom of darkness
and transferred us into the Kingdom of his dear Son, * who purchased our
freedom and forgave our sins.

Romans 3:19-20 NLT Obviously, the law applies to those to whom it was
given, for its purpose is to keep people from having excuses, and to show that
the entire world is guilty before God. 2° For no one can ever be made right with
God by doing what the law commands. The law simply shows us how sinful
we are.

The purpose of the law is to reveal our sin

Titus 3:4-7 NLT When God our Savior revealed his kindness and love, ° he
saved us, not because of the righteous things we had done, but because of
his mercy. He washed away our sins, giving us a new birth and new life
through the Holy Spirit. 6 He generously poured out the Spirit upon us through
Jesus Christ our Savior. 7 Because of his grace he made us right in his sight
and gave us confidence that we will inherit eternal life.

Galatians 3:24-27 TLB Let me put it another way. The Jewish laws were our
teacher and guide until Christ came to give us right standing with God through
our faith. 25 But now that Christ has come, we don’t need those laws any
longer to guard us and lead us to him. 26 For now we are all children of God
through faith in Jesus Christ, 27 and we who have been baptized into union
with Christ are enveloped by him.

We are made righteous by and nothing else.

Romans 3:21-22 NLT But now God has shown us a way to be made right
with him without keeping the requirements of the law, as was promised in the
writings of Moses and the prophets long ago. 2> We are made right with God
by placing our faith in Jesus Christ. And this is true for everyone who believes,
no matter who we are.

% If the law couldn’t get you saved it surely won’t make
you more spiritual.

Romans 3:23 NLT For everyone has sinned; we all fall short of God’s glorious
standard.

Romans 3:24-26 NLT Yet God, in his grace, freely makes us right in his sight.
He did this through Christ Jesus when he freed us from the penalty for our
sins. 25 For God presented Jesus as the sacrifice for sin. People are made
right with God when they believe that Jesus sacrificed his life, shedding his
blood. This sacrifice shows that God was being fair when he held back and did
not punish those who sinned in times past, 26 for he was looking ahead and
including them in what he would do in this present time. God did this to
demonstrate his righteousness, for he himself is fair and just, and he makes
sinners right in his sight when they believe in Jesus.

2 Corinthians 5:21 NLT For God made Christ, who never sinned, to be the
offering for our sin, so that we could be made right with God through Christ.

Ephesians 3:18-19 NLT And may you have the power to understand, as all
God'’s people should, how wide, how long, how high, and how deep his love
is. 19 May you experience the love of Christ, though it is too great to
understand fully. Then you will be made complete with all the fullness of life
and power that comes from God.

*+ There is nothing we can do to make God love us
... and there is nothing we can do to make
God love us

Romans 3:26 NLT For he was looking ahead and including them in what he
would do in this present time. God did this to demonstrate his righteousness,
for he himself is fair and just, and he makes sinners right in his sight when
they believe in Jesus.

Ephesians 2:8-9 NLT God saved you by his grace when you believed. And
you can't take credit for this; it is a gift from God. ° Salvation is not a reward for
the good things we have done, so none of us can boast about it.

Romans 10:9-10 NLT If you openly declare that Jesus is Lord and believe in
your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.® For it is by
believing in your heart that you are made right with God, and it is by openly
declaring your faith that you are saved.

< Our faith is activated by our

2 Corinthians 4:13 NLT But we continue to preach because we have the same
kind of faith the psalmist had when he said, “I believed in God, so | spoke.”

Romans 3:27-28 NLT Can we boast, then, that we have done anything to be
accepted by God? No, because our acquittal is not based on obeying the law.
It is based on faith. 22 So we are made right with God through faith and not by
obeying the law.



