
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The passage of scripture we are studying 
this week is Mark 14:53-65, 15:21-39. 
 

To be added to a group, email us at thrive@rockfamilychurch.com. 
 

• Woodmen Campus (Women) - Tuesday @ 9:30a 

• South Campus – Tuesday @ 6:45p  

• Woodmen Campus - Wednesday @ 6:45p  

 
 

 

 

Part 4: RIGHT believing to right living 
Sunday, September 17, 2017 

 
 

2 Corinthians 5:21 (NLT) For God made Christ, who never sinned, to be the 
offering for our sin, so that we could be made right with God through Christ. 

 
 

1. Righteousness isn’t ____________ through good deeds. 
 

Romans 4:1-3 (NLT) Abraham was, humanly speaking, the founder of our 
Jewish nation. What did he discover about being made right with God? 2If his 
good deeds had made him acceptable to God, he would have had something to 
boast about. But that was not God’s way. 3For the Scriptures tell us, “Abraham 
believed God, and God counted him as righteous because of his faith.” 
 
Isaiah 64:5-6 (MSG) We’ve sinned and kept at it so long! Is there any hope for 
us? Can we be saved? We’re all sin-infected, sin-contaminated. Our best 
efforts are grease-stained rags. 
 

 

2. Righteousness isn’t ____________ through work. 
 

Romans 4:4-5 (NLT) When people work, their wages are not a gift, but 
something they have earned. 5But people are counted as righteous, not 
because of their work, but because of their faith in God who forgives sinners. 
 
James 2:21-24 (NLT) Don’t you remember that our ancestor Abraham was 
shown to be right with God by his actions when he offered his son Isaac on the 
altar? 22You see, his faith and his actions worked together. His actions made 
his faith complete. 23And so it happened just as the Scriptures say: “Abraham 
believed God, and God counted him as righteous because of his faith.” He was 
even called the friend of God.  24So you see, we are shown to be right with God 
by what we do, not by faith alone. 

 
 

3. Righteousness isn’t _______________ through bloodlines. 
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Romans 4:9-10 (NLT) Now, is this blessing only for the Jews, or is it also for 
uncircumcised Gentiles? Well, we have been saying that Abraham was counted 
as righteous by God because of his faith. 10But how did this happen? Was he 
counted as righteous only after he was circumcised, or was it before he was 
circumcised? Clearly, God accepted Abraham before he was circumcised! 
 
Galatians 3:18 (NLT) For if the inheritance could be received by keeping the law, 
then it would not be the result of accepting God’s promise. But God graciously 
gave it to Abraham as a promise. 
 
Galatians 3:26, 28-29 (NLT) For you are all children of God through faith in 
Christ Jesus. 28There is no longer Jew or Gentile, slave or free, male and 
female. For you are all one in Christ Jesus. 29And now that you belong to Christ, 
you are the true children of Abraham. You are his heirs, and God’s promise to 
Abraham belongs to you. 
 

 

4. Righteousness isn’t ______________ through tradition. 
 

Romans 4:11a (NLT) Circumcision was a sign that Abraham already had faith 
and that God had already accepted him and declared him to be righteous—
even before he was circumcised. So Abraham is the spiritual father of those 
who have faith but have not been circumcised.  
 
Galatians 5:2-4 (NLT) 2Listen! I, Paul, tell you this: If you are counting 
on circumcision to make you right with God, then Christ will be of no benefit to 
you. 3I’ll say it again. If you are trying to find favor with God by being 
circumcised, you must obey every regulation in the whole law of Moses. 4For if 
you are trying to make yourselves right with God by keeping the law, you have 
been cut off from Christ! You have fallen away from God’s grace. 
 

 

5. Righteousness is experienced because of __________. 
 

Romans 4:11b-16 (NLT) …They are counted as righteous because of their 
faith. 12And Abraham is also the spiritual father of those who have been 
circumcised, but only if they have the same kind of faith Abraham had before 
he was circumcised. 13Clearly, God’s promise to give the whole earth to 
Abraham and his descendants was based not on his obedience to God’s law, 
but on a right relationship with God that comes by faith. 14If God’s promise is 
only for those who obey the law, then faith is not necessary and the promise is 
pointless. 15For the law always brings punishment on those who try to obey it. 
(The only way to avoid breaking the law is to have no law to break!) 16So the 
promise is received by faith. It is given as a free gift. And we are all certain to 
receive it, whether or not we live according to the law of Moses, if we have faith 
like Abraham’s. For Abraham is the father of all who believe. 

 

Galatians 5:5-6 (NLT) But we who live by the Spirit eagerly wait to receive by 
faith the righteousness God has promised to us. 6For when we place our faith in 
Christ Jesus, there is no benefit in being circumcised or being uncircumcised. 
What is important is faith expressing itself in love. 
 

 

6. Righteousness and faith produce _________. 
 

Romans 4:17-21 (NLT) That is what the Scriptures mean when God told him, “I 
have made you the father of many nations.” This happened because Abraham 
believed in the God who brings the dead back to life and who creates new 
things out of nothing. 18Even when there was no reason for hope, Abraham 
kept hoping—believing that he would become the father of many nations. For 
God had said to him, “That’s how many descendants you will have!” 19And 
Abraham’s faith did not weaken, even though, at about 100 years of age, he 
figured his body was as good as dead—and so was Sarah’s womb. 20Abraham 
never wavered in believing God’s promise. In fact, his faith grew stronger, and 
in this he brought glory to God. 21He was fully convinced that God is able to do 
whatever he promises.  
 
Ephesians 1:18 (NLT) I pray that your hearts will be flooded with light so that 
you can understand the confident hope he has given to those he called—his 
holy people who are his rich and glorious inheritance. 
 
Hebrews 10:23 (NLT) Let us hold tightly without wavering to the hope we affirm, 
for God can be trusted to keep his promise. 
 
Hebrews 11:1 (NLT) Faith shows the reality of what we hope for; it is the 
evidence of things we cannot see. 

 
 

7. Righteousness can be your family ___________. 
 

Romans 4:22-25 (NLT) And because of Abraham’s faith, God counted him as 
righteous. 23And when God counted him as righteous, it wasn’t just for 
Abraham’s benefit. It was recorded 24for our benefit, too, assuring us that God 
will also count us as righteous if we believe in him, the one who raised Jesus 
our Lord from the dead. 25He was handed over to die because of our sins, and 
he was raised to life to make us right with God. 
 
1 Peter 3:15 (NLT) Instead, you must worship Christ as Lord of your life. And if 
someone asks about your hope as a believer, always be ready to explain it. 
 
 
 

*All scriptures are from the NLT translation unless otherwise noted. 
 

 


