Part 9: Heart Issues

Sunday, October 29, 2017

v Chapters 9, 10, & 11 were directed towards the Jewish
population.
Romans 9:1-3 With Christ as my witness, I speak with utter truthfulness. My
2
conscience and the Holy Spirit confirm it. My heart is filled with bitter sorrow
3
and unending grief for my people, my Jewish brothers and sisters. I would be
willing to be forever cursed—cut off from Christ!—if that would save them.

HEART ISSUES
1. Every day our lives intersect with people who are
spiritually dead. Do we _________?
How to expand your heart for the lost:
v Expose your ___________ to God’s.
v _________ for them.
v View life from an ___________ perspective.
Our Thrive groups will resume next week.
To be added to a group, email us at
thrive@rockfamilychurch.com.
•
•
•

Woodmen Campus (Women) - Tuesday @ 9:30a
South Campus – Tuesday @ 6:45p
Woodmen Campus - Wednesday @ 6:45p

v Look outside the __________ of your life to see
the needs of others.
2. The promises of God are not received by our works or
birth, but ___________.

Romans 9:6-14 Well then, has God failed to fulfill his promise to Israel? No, for
not all who are born into the nation of Israel are truly members of God’s
7
people! Being descendants of Abraham doesn’t make them truly Abraham’s
children. For the Scriptures say, “Isaac is the son through whom your
8
descendants will be counted,” though Abraham had other children, too. This
means that Abraham’s physical descendants are not necessarily children of
God. Only the children of the promise are considered to be Abraham’s
9
children. For God had promised, “I will return about this time next year, and
10
Sarah will have a son.” This son was our ancestor Isaac. When he married
11
Rebekah, she gave birth to twins. But before they were born, before they
had done anything good or bad, she received a message from God. (This
message shows that God chooses people according to his own
12
purposes; he calls people, but not according to their good or bad works. She
13
was told, “Your older son will serve your younger son.” In the words of the
14
Scriptures, “I loved Jacob, but I rejected Esau.” Are we saying, then, that
God was unfair? Of course not!

3. God’s predesigned plan is for everyone to ____________.
Romans 9:15-18 For God said to Moses, “I will show mercy to anyone I
16
choose, and I will show compassion to anyone I choose.” So it is God who
17
decides to show mercy. We can neither choose it nor work for it.
For the
Scriptures say that God told Pharaoh, “I have appointed you for the very
purpose of displaying my power in you and to spread my fame throughout the
18
earth.”
So you see, God chooses to show mercy to some, and he chooses
to harden the hearts of others so they refuse to listen.
2 Peter 3:8-10 But you must not forget this one thing, dear friends: A day is
9
like a thousand years to the Lord, and a thousand years is like a day. The
Lord isn’t really being slow about his promise, as some people think. No, he is
being patient for your sake. He does not want anyone to be destroyed, but
10
wants everyone to repent. But the day of the Lord will come as unexpectedly
as a thief. Then the heavens will pass away with a terrible noise, and the very
elements themselves will disappear in fire, and the earth and everything on it
will be found to deserve judgment.
Luke 14:16-24

4. Be _____________ with who God made you to be and
function within your lane.
Romans 9:19-24 Well then, you might say, “Why does God blame people for
20
not responding? Haven’t they simply done what he makes them do?”
No,
don’t say that. Who are you, a mere human being, to argue with God? Should

the thing that was created say to the one who created it, “Why have you made
21
me like this?” When a potter makes jars out of clay, doesn’t he have a right
to use the same lump of clay to make one jar for decoration and another to
22
throw garbage into? In the same way, even though God has the right to
show his anger and his power, he is very patient with those on whom his
23
anger falls, who are destined for destruction. He does this to make the
riches of his glory shine even brighter on those to whom he shows mercy, who
24
were prepared in advance for glory. And we are among those whom he
selected, both from the Jews and from the Gentiles.

5. Our heart __________ with God’s through faith in Christ.
Romans 9:25-29 Concerning the Gentiles, God says in the prophecy of
Hosea, “Those who were not my people, I will now call my people. And I will
26
love those whom I did not love before.”
And, “Then, at the place where they
were told, ‘You are not my people,’ there they will be called ‘children of the
27
living God.’” And concerning Israel, Isaiah the prophet cried out, “Though
the people of Israel are as numerous as the sand of the seashore, only a
28
remnant will be saved. For the Lord will carry out his sentence upon the
29
earth quickly and with finality.” And Isaiah said the same thing in another
place: “If the Lord of Heaven’s Armies had not spared a few of our children,
we would have been wiped out like Sodom, destroyed like Gomorrah.”

*All scriptures are from the NLT translation unless otherwise noted.

