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Message #2
The Principle of Substitution
Romans 3:21-32
 
If you were given a choice to either inform someone of their terminal cancer or inform someone they are the winners of the Publishing Clearinghouse $10M grand prize, which would you choose?  Need I even ask?
Well last week, as we began a four part series from Romans 1-8, I had to deliver the bad news. One person following the service commented to me that last week’s message was like a cliffhanger. I just left you hanging.  That was intentional.  Today I get to bring you the good news.
I mentioned last week that not until you understand how bad the “bad news” is can you really appreciate how good the “good news” is. Last week we looked at Romans 1:18-3:20 where the apostle Paul definitively states that all of humanity deserves to experience the full force of God’s wrath and holy anger.  It’s not that God is this impossible to please Supreme Being who is so jealous and demanding that he’s just waiting to destroy anyone who doesn’t do exactly what he says to do. As we learned last week, God’s wrath and anger is totally justified because he is so infinitely holy and sin is so corrupt and impure. 
If you are shopping for a white dress shirt (guys) or a white dress (ladies) and you pick one out that you really like, and it fits really well, but it has a little stain on it, are you still going to buy it? Of course not. On a white shirt or dress, a little stain messes up the whole thing. 
We all deserve God’s wrath and justice, not because of how stained we are but because God is so pure. And God cannot disregard the stain of our sin and still be true to his nature as a holy and just God. His perfect justice demands that before there can be forgiveness, there must be satisfaction of punishment for the wrongdoing. As we saw last week when we looked at Romans 1 and 2, the reality is that all of us have sinned and stand guilty before God. And the penalty for our guilt is eternal banishment from his presence, just like he banished Adam and Eve from his presence in the Garden of Eden.
And we also learned last week that there is nothing we can do to solve this dilemma. We can’t be religious enough or do enough good deeds or give enough money away or be a good enough person to appease God’s anger. 
Romans 3:20 (NLT) For no one can ever be made right with God by doing what the law commands. The law simply shows us how sinful we are.
The Good News of JC begins admitting you are a sinner who deserves to be cut off from God’s presence forever and there is nothing you can do about it. We all have difficulty sometimes admitting that we are at fault. We would much rather blame other people, or circumstances, or the devil, than take responsibility for our wrong-doing. We’re like politicians who are always blaming the other party for all the problems in America. We don’t want to admit that we do anything wrong.
After winning his case in court, a lawyer asked his client, “Now that you have been acquitted, tell me the truth—Did you really steal that car?”
The client replied, “After hearing your amazing argument this morning, I’m beginning to think I didn’t!”
We can be pretty good at convincing ourselves that we are not guilty; that we don’t do anything that’s really all that bad. The Bible, however, consistently points out the sinful nature of all mankind. Romans 3:23 says, “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.”
In Job 9, Job asks this question, “But how can a person be declared innocent in God’s sight?”  In other words, how can a person escape God’s inevitable judgment? 
That is the ultimate and most important question any human being will ever ask because being right with God is the only way to escape eternal damnation in an everlasting hell.
The magnificent answer is found in Romans 3:21-31 which today will be read by Eunice Malocco in Tagalog with the English translation on the screen, so if you have your Bibles read along in English as Eunice shares in the language of her native Philippines.
Scripture Reading
In this text there are four words that describe the miracle of salvation. And the first word is:
RIGHTEOUSNESS
In 3:21 Paul writes, "but now…"  Thank God for those two words. This is a major turning point in the book of Romans. Paul says, But now a righteousness from God has been made known. I like the simpler NLT translation, “But now God has shown us a new way to be made right with him.” 
The Bible says that even though humanity has rebelled against God and has rejected his love,  God longs to have a relationship with us. He desires for you to be his child and to welcome you into his presence. So God, the offended one, reveals a new way to be made right with him. Righteousness refers to being made right with God.  Because of his infinite love and mercy, God took matters into his own hands and initiated a plan to punish himself in our place. This provides us with a new way to be made right with God.
This is what we celebrate at Christmas. You know the phrase, "Jesus is the reason for the season". That's a wonderful saying, but it's not true. Jesus really isn’t the reason for the season. I know why we say it, because Christmas has become so commercial and we want to bring God back into the picture, but Jesus isn't the reason for this season. 
You and I are the reason for the season. We need God to make us right with God because as sinners we are powerless to make ourselves right with God. Righteousness means being made right with God.
The next word that helps us understand the miracle of salvation is:
REDEMEPTION
Remember S&H Green Stamps? For those of you who are too young, the way this 1970’s thing worked was you go to the grocery store or the gas station and based on how much you spent you would get these stamps. And then you would put them in these little books. I was excited about those stamps because if we collected enough books we would head to the redemption center, a store,  and trade them in for all kinds of stuff—sporting goods, appliances, and more. We couldn't wait to go. We would count the number of stamps to make sure we had the right amount. My brother, sister and I would then go through the catalog, choose what we wanted, and then go to the redemption center. There, from a child's perspective, we could take those old, useless stamps and turn them into something valuable. 
When we accept Jesus Christ as our Savior we are redeemed. A trade takes place. God trades his righteousness and holiness for our sinfulness. This is why apart from Christ there is no one righteous, no not one, we all fall short of God’s glorious standard. Yet in Christ, we can now stand before God holy and blameless, without fault.  How do you go from sinful, even being godless and wicked, to now being holy and blameless, without fault? Redemption!
Redemption means “to set free, liberate, redeem.”  During Paul’s lifetime in Rome, slavery was an open practice. Folks who were in the upper class all owned slaves. The slaves were bought and sold in an open market in most major cities. For various reasons an owner could choose to pay a redemption fee toward an individual slave and that fee would grant the slave his or her freedom. They’d be liberated because a redemption fee was paid.
That is the fundamental idea when the Bible speaks of Christians being redeemed. When Jesus Christ died on the cross, he was giving his life as payment to set us free from the consequences of our sins. The immense physical pain and unimaginable spiritual anguish he experienced during his crucifixion was the price that had to be paid in order to redeem humanity. Jesus redeemed us from our enslavement to the penalty of sin, which is eternal punishment, by paying the debt for us in his own infinite suffering on the cross. We are no longer obligated to pay the penalty for sin, because Christ has paid if for us. We have been redeemed!
A third word that describes the miracle of salvation is:
ATONEMENT
Another word that describes the miracle of salvation is atonement. Romans 3:25, God presented him a sacrifice of atonement.  If redemption is what God does, atonement is how God does is it. Atonement is the primary word used to describe Jesus’ work on the cross.
The basic meaning of atonement is “an offering that turns away wrath.”  Atonement is why sinful, often godless and wicked people can be redeemed and escape the wrath of God. 
1 John 4:9,10-  God showed how much he loved us by sending his one and only Son into the world so that we might have eternal life through him. This is real love—not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as a sacrifice to take away our sins.  FADE OUT
Jesus lived an amazing life, healed many people, brought a few people back from the dead and was an incredible teacher of God’s word. But, the work of Christ is all about offering himself up as an offering to turn away God’s wrath from us. 
Former major league baseball player Danny Litwhiler recently died at the age of 95. He played from 1940-51, was an All-Star in 1942 with the Phillies and a member of the Cardinals’ 1944 championship team.
Mr. Litwhiler had a solid career as a baseball player. He had good offensive statistics, but he was renowned for his defensive abilities. The two-time Gold Glove winner is the only major league player to play an entire season without committing an error. Litwhiler played in 151 games in 1942 and did not make any errors.
This is a remarkable statistic for me. I can rarely make it past my morning diet coke without doing something wrong!
Unlike the rest of us, Jesus was perfect. He never committed a sin of any kind. And then he willingly laid down his sinless life as the atonement for our sinful lives.
Now exactly how does the death of Jesus turn away God’s wrath? When we say that Jesus died for our sins, we mean that he put himself in our place and let our sins be counted as his own; he bore the guilt of our sins and the consequent penalty which we deserve. He bore the full force of God’s wrath in our place. 
The great theologian, J.I. Packer: “Jesus Christ has shielded us from the nightmare prospect of God’s justice by becoming our representative substitute and received the wages of sin in our place.” Jesus didn’t die for us, he died instead of us. 
Isaiah 53- It was our weaknesses he carried; it was our sorrows that weighed him down. He was pierced for our rebellion, crushed for our sins.  He was beaten so we could be whole. He was whipped so we could be healed. The Lord laid on him the sins of us all. His life is made an offering for sin. He bore the sins of many.  FADE OUT
You see, Jesus took our place in bearing the full force of God’s wrath. He suffered the equivalent of eternity in hell for every sinner.  Keep in mind that Jesus was God who came to this earth, who was sinless, and he became sin and had to die. Also keep in mind that death is the penalty that God himself had imposed on mankind as the penalty for sin. On the cross, God himself, in sinless Jesus, became sin and suffered the death penalty that he himself imposed. When we understand the cross in this manner, the spiritual agony that Jesus endured takes on an infinite and unimaginable proportion.
Putting our faith and trust in the atoning work of Jesus on the cross is the new way to be made right with God. The cross makes forgiveness of our sins possible because Jesus’ death fully satisfied God’s demand for justice that sin be punished.
The final word that describes the miracle of salvation is:

JUSTIFICATION
Paul says in verse 24 that we are justified freely by his grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus.  If redemption is what God did and atonement is the way he does it, then justification is the result of it all.
What does justified by God mean?  It means He declared us not guilty through Christ Jesus who has freed us by taking away our sins. He declared us debt free because Jesus paid the debt off for us. 
About three months ago I received a letter from Chase Bank informing me that one of the loans I took out for my daughter’s college education had been paid in full. The debt was settled. This wasn’t news to me. I was the one who paid it off. And the good news of Christianity is that Jesus’ death can be used to pay off your debt to God, a debt you can never repay on your own.
Justified is a key word in the Bible and in Paul's letters to the Romans. It's a legal term -- a term used in a courtroom.  It literally means "to declare not guilty." It is the legal act of God declaring guilty people guiltless.  Justification changes our standing before God from sinners who deserve his wrath to saints who will inherit eternal. Justification is more than just forgiveness.  It means that there is absolutely, no longer, any case at all against you.  It's wiped out.
Colossians 2:13-14 (NLT) You were dead because of your sins and because your sinful nature was not yet cut away. Then God made you alive with Christ, for he forgave all our sins. He canceled the record of the charges against us and took it away by nailing it to the cross.  FADE OUT
Imagine yourself standing before a judge and you know 100% that you're guilty and you're waiting for the verdict.  Your knees are trembling.  The judge looks at you and says, "You are acquitted." You jump for joy. You know you just got away with a crime you did commit and that crime is now going to go unpunished. That’s not justification in the Biblical sense. That is having enough money to pay a really top notch defense lawyer.
Justification is standing before a judge and you know 100% that you're guilty and you're waiting for the verdict.  Your knees are trembling.  The judge looks at you, comes down from his bench, embraces you and says, "You are acquitted because I will assume the guilt and punishment of your crime and I will bear your penalty. I love you. Go in peace” That is justification in the Biblical sense. God doesn’t just let us off and allow our sins to go unpunished. As a God of perfect justice he can’t do that. 
Every sin ever committed by every person who has ever lived will be punished. The question is how. In some cases people will pay their own just penalty for their sins by spending eternity in hell. But in the case of others, the penalty for people’s sin will be satisfied through the substitutionary death of Jesus Christ. 
How is it determined who pays the penalty of their own sins and who has their sins paid by Jesus Christ?  We are given a glimpse into the answer in 3:26-28 and then in Chapter four Paul elaborates on this answer
Romans 3:26-28 To demonstrate his righteousness, for he himself is fair and just, God declares sinners to be right in his sight when they believe in Jesus. Can we boast, then, that we have done anything to be accepted by God? No, because our acquittal is not based on obeying the law. It is based on faith. So we are made right with God through faith and not by obeying the law.
Last week we looked at the problem of sin and this week we see the principle of substitution.  Next week we’ll talk about the process of salvation that begins with admitting our sinfulness and understanding the substitutionary death of Jesus.
TITLE SLIDE
Alex Lloyd finished fourth in the Indianapolis 500 last year, but he almost didn’t qualify for this year’s race. With just nine minutes left to go Lloyd had still had not posted a good enough time to be included in the 2011 Indy 500. He found himself on the outside looking in, and faced the prospect of not being included in the field of racers this year. But he finally qualified, and had this to say about his experience: “Every other race is important, but Indy is what gets me up in the morning. All of a sudden, when you have the realization that we might not make this race, when we crossed the line and I knew I was safe, the feeling was beyond anything I’ve ever felt in my career.”
We can’t possibly qualify for heaven on our own. That’s why Jesus came to earth—to qualify for us—to offer his life in order to redeem our lives. All we have to do to qualify for heaven is accept Jesus as our Savior.
We’ve learned today that the miracle of salvation is about God revealing a new way to be made right with him. He set us free from our enslavement to sin by offering His only son to be the offering that would turn away his wrath. When we accept his gift we are declared not guilty. Have you experienced this miracle of salvation?
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