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Message #3
The Process of Salvation
Romans 4:1 – 6:4
 
As a typical man, I generally don’t like to read the assembly instructions that come with a new product.  I just think it’s manlier to figure out how to assemble something without reading the assembly instructions. And of course this macho thing has gotten me into trouble on a number of occasions when I have forged ahead with the assembly of something before I read and understood the directions. Having messed up a number of assemblies and caused myself some unnecessary additional work and aggravation, I am finally figuring out that it generally works out better to read the instructions first and then follow them. There’s a reason manufacturers include instructions with their products that require assembly.
Today I want to speak to you about God’s instructions regarding salvation. This is a critical topic. We are officially in the Christmas Season which celebrates the coming of God in the flesh to the world. Jesus himself clearly declared why he came to this earth- to seek and save the lost. Apparently God knew something we are not readily willing to admit- we are lost and need to be saved from something pretty bad.
In parts one and two of The Gospel According to Paul we learned a few important truths. 
First we are all sinners and second, sin is fatal! It is terminal! It is capital punishment.
Death comes upon all of humanity because all sin. 
Romans 6:23 says, "For the wages of sin is death… 
Bad news! 
"But God!" Good news!
Romans 5:8 "But God demonstrates His own love for us in this: While we yet sinners.... Christ died for us!"
Folks we should praise God everyday of our life for this!
God says, 'I love Mike. I know he is a sinner and I know my justice says he should die and be forever banished from my presence. I know that is right and fair because he deserves that....... but I love Mike so I will put myself in his place of punishment.”
Romans 5:9 (NIV) Since we have now been justified by his blood, how much more shall we be saved from God's wrath through him! 
The cross of Jesus shows the extent God went to get you out of your sin and into his salvation! So today let’s look at the process of salvation, how we can know for absolute certainty that we are saved from the death penalty of God.
Our scripture today will be read by Shelove Tilus, who is from Haiti and he’ll be reading in French, Romans 4:1-12.
This chapter is all about Abraham’s faith. The process of salvation, while it doesn’t end with faith, certainly begins with faith. And chapter four of Romans is the example of Abraham of what Paul just taught us in chapter three. Abraham was the father of the Jewish nation. Through his son Isaac the Jewish nation was born. 
4:1 What then shall we say that Abraham, our forefather according to the flesh, discovered in this matter?
Abraham discovered early on that you can’t make yourself right with God or be acceptable to him through religious rules, regulations and rituals, or by having all the good in your life outweigh the bad in your life.  If that was true he would have something to boast about (4:2) because he would have earned his righteousness by his own merits. God would be obligated to let him into heaven because he earned his way, just like you earn your wages and your employer is obligated to pay your wages. But that is clearly not the way to be made right with God and Abraham’s experience proves this to be true.
He has nothing to boast about because he wasn’t made right with God by anything he did. What he discovered in this matter is that the only way you can be made right with God and acceptable to him is through faith.
So let’s talk about faith and particularly the faith that saves! 
· Faith is not merely believing in or acknowledging the existence of God.
In some circles today it is taught that the only thing you need to be saved is to believe in Jesus. That’s kind of a vague statement because belief can be nothing more than acknowledging the existence of God. 80% of Americans believe in God and for most of that group their belief doesn’t go beyond accepting the likelihood of the existence of a supreme being. 
James 2:19 You say you have faith, for you believe that there is one God. Good for you! Even the demons believe this, and they tremble in terror.
To simply state that you believe in God, or believe in Jesus, but to stop there is not the saving faith that makes one right with God. There are many historical figures I believe really did exist but that isn’t what faith in God is about.
Faith indeed starts with acknowledging with certainty that God is very real and the Biblical account of his dealings with humanity is authentic, including the account of Jesus. This is where faith starts and launches from but it is definitely not where it ends.
· Faith trusts God against all hope (4:18)
Abraham is used as an example of the type of faith that genuinely saves someone because of the faith he displayed against all hope.
Romans 4:18-22 Against all hope, Abraham in hope believed and so became the father of many nations, just as it had been said to him, “So shall your offspring be.” Without weakening in his faith, he faced the fact that his body was as good as dead—since he was about a hundred years old—and that Sarah’s womb was also dead.  Yet he did not waver through unbelief regarding the promise of God, but was strengthened in his faith and gave glory to God, being fully persuaded that God had power to do what he had promised. This is why “it was credited to him as righteousness.”
Abraham and his wife Sarah were told by God that they would have a son and from that son’s descendents God would bring forth a great nation that would be blessed by Him and be a blessing to all other nations. The only challenge with this announcement was Abraham and Sarah were senior adults, well past the years of child bearing. And then God waits another 25 years before he delivers on the promise to give this aging couple a child. Then about ten years after the kid is born, God tells Abraham to sacrifice this child on the altar and Abraham was about to do that when at the last moment God stopped Abraham and provided a ram to be sacrificed.
And through all of this, Abraham, against all hope, believed. His faith never weakened or wavered regarding the promise of God but instead was actually strengthened through his ordeal.
Many of you face heart breaking situations with family. Others deal with overwhelming financial stress and burdens. Some of you deal with very serious health issues, either your own or a close family member. Some of you are dealing with all of these issues at the same time. 
It’s so easy when God allows great difficulty into your life and then he seems silent for a really long time (25 years for Abraham and Sarah) to feel as if God isn’t real and all you believe isn’t working for you. Genuine faith somehow continues to trust God and His Word through it all. It doesn’t waver or weaken. 
Faith rejoices even when things aren’t going our way (5:3) (15 Minutes)
In chapter five Paul speaks of the role of faith during times of suffering. He says that because we have been redeemed and justified by faith, we have peace with God and we rejoice in the hope of the glory of God.  Absolutely! I’m overcome with peace, joy and hope when I think of the glory of God and the fact that I will be present one day in his glory.
And then Paul goes on and says;
Romans 5:3-5 We also rejoice in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces perseverance; perseverance, character; and character, hope.  And hope does not disappoint us, because God has poured out his love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, whom he has given us.
The Greek word for suffering literally means stress. Suffering in the Bible literally means anything that causes stress in your life, pressure in your life, problems, difficulty in your life.  Anything that causes stress can be labeled suffering.  Paul says we are to rejoice in our suffering.  He doesn't mean faking it.  He's not talking about putting on a plastic smile and pretending everything's OK.  He's not saying deny reality.  He's not talking about an artificial happiness.  It doesn't mean enjoying the suffering.
The most important word in this verse is "in".  We rejoice in our suffering.  It does not say we rejoice because of our suffering. It does not say we rejoice for our suffering.  It does not say we rejoice that we are suffering.  We rejoice in our suffering.  
What does that mean?  You rejoice knowing there is a purpose behind it.  Why can a Christian rejoice in suffering?  "we also rejoice in our suffering because we know..." Why can a Christian rejoice in suffering?  Because we know something other people don't know.  We have a perspective other people don't have.  We have an understanding that non believers don't understand.  We have a different perspective from the world.  We rejoice because we know something.
What is it that we know?  "...we know that suffering produces..." Suffering accomplishes something.  It is productive.  It has value.  It has meaning, significance, a positive purpose.  It's not just meaningless.  But for the Christian, suffering produces something.  
Both of our kids were born by natural childbirth.  I was in the delivery room with Suzy both times.  I have seen the pained expression of my wife in labor.  It was tough to watch her in pain.  I have also seen the expression, once the baby was delivered, when her whole expression changes.  Because the pain produced something worthwhile!  
That's what Paul is talking about here. Yes there is pain in life. But for the Christian it produces something.  So we can rejoice in it.  We know that it's not just meaningless.  There is a purpose behind the pain.  It will be all worthwhile.
Faith trusts God to do what we ourselves can never do (5:10-11) (18 Min)
Paul returns to the themes of redemption and atonement after his comments about suffering.  I believe this brings up another characteristic of saving faith- faith trusts God to do what we ourselves can never do. He’s already established that we are all helpless sinners that deserve the full force of God’s wrath and on our own there is nothing we can do to save ourselves from God’s justice, except that Christ, while we were still sinners, died for us. This enables us to be declared not guilty, saved from his wrath and reconciled with God. (10-11) Saving faith understands that we can never accomplish that by our own merits or goodness. We accept that God has done something for us that we simply could never have been done for ourselves.  
And that is faith- trusting God to do what we cannot do. What do you trust God to do that you can’t do on your own?  Fix your marriage, help with your financial challenges, bring a healing into your life, or rid your heart of bitterness and anger from you past experiences. Do you approach life trusting God to do things in your life you can never do on your own? Do you take risks that indicate you believe God will accomplish His will even though you know you can never accomplish what you are aiming for on your own?
This is a true story from Hannibal-LaGrange College in Missouri. As students walked into the class toward the end of the semester, the professor surprisingly announced that the final exam would be taken that day. The students were startled and almost all of them felt that this was unfair because they were not given to time to prepare for this test. Most felt they had no chance of passing the test.
The professor distributed the test and instructed the class, “Leave them face down on the desk until everyone has one, and I'll tell you to start."  
When the students turned them over, to their astonishment every answer on the test was filled in. The student’s name was even written on the exam in red ink. The bottom of the last page said: "This is the end of the exam. All the answers on your test are correct. You will receive an A on the final exam. The reason you passed the test is because the creator of the test took it for you. All the work you did in preparation for this test did not help you get the A. You have just experienced grace."
If you know Jesus Christ as your personal Savior, your name is written down in a book, and you have had nothing to do with writing it there. That is the ultimate experience of grace.
Faith trusts God to do what we ourselves cannot do. And finally,
Faith results in obedience to God’s ways (6:1-4) (22 Minutes)
Faith should never be limited to what we think or how we feel. Faith is also something we do.  James says that faith without works (action) is not a real faith.  
Romans 6:1-4 What shall we say, then? Shall we go on sinning so that grace may increase? By no means! We died to sin; how can we live in it any longer?  Or don’t you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death?  We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.
A lot of confusion exists about the role of baptism in the process of salvation. Many believe that eternal life begins at the moment one believes. But how many of us can really identify the moment we first believed? For me it was a progress. I remember the first time I was spiritually touched by a Bible verse but I’m not sure that was the moment I first believed. For the next few months I listened, learned, and asked questions, a lot of them. I remember a conversation I had when the last obstacle that was keeping me from making a commitment to Christ was removed. Was that the first moment I believed? For me, the moment my relationship with God was sealed and settled was the morning in 1977 that I walked forward in this church and publically declared my faith in Christ and then immediately I was baptized in water right behind me about 34 years ago. Every time I stand up to preach, I can think back to my baptism, and it gives me strength and inspiration.
Paul teaches us in Ch. 6 that baptism connects us with Jesus’ death, burial and resurrection so we too may live a new life.  Now do you plan to have dirt sprinkled (picture of casket) or poured over your casket when you die? No, unless of course you choose to be cremated, your casket will be lowered into the ground and covered with dirt. (picture of burial plot) That is what burial means. So if baptism connects us with the death and burial of Jesus it only makes sense that you need to be lowered into the water and covered by the water. (VIDEO CLIP) But unlike a casket that stays buried, the believer rises up out of the water to live a new life, thus connecting the believer to the resurrection of Jesus.  Baptism by immersion is the Biblical way to be baptized because it’s the only method that truly is consistent with its connection to the death, burial and resurrection of Christ.
And genuine faith results in obedience to what we know we must do. So if you claim to have faith and have not yet been baptized by immersion your faith needs to lead you to be baptized.  It’s the only logical next step James 1:22 Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says.
Last Sunday at the end of the second service I baptized Tracy Barnes. As I brought her up out of the water she pumped her arm and said, “Yes, I have a new life.”  That was awesome and a true picture of baptism’s role in the process of salvation.
You may say, "Mike, I would like to do that, but I don't think that I know enough."
BUT this morning YOU know…..
· YOU know…..ALL HAVE SINNED 
· YOU know…..SIN BRINGS DEATH 
· YOU know…..JESUS PAID THE DEBT FOR YOUR SIN. 
· YOU know…..HOW TO RECEIVE THIS OFFER OF SALVATION
Others might say, “Well I was baptized as an infant. Why do I need to do it again?” I was baptized as an infant and what I concluded after studying what the Bible had to say about baptism was that baptism is something I should choose to do not something my parents choose to be done for me. Also, baptism should come after we believe, not before we believe as is true when we are baptized as infants. And I also learned that sprinkling and pouring as a mode of baptism was not the method of baptism in the Bible, which always was a full immersion in water.
Remember- Jesus died and WAS BURIED, THEN ROSE AGAIN. Immersion baptism is the Biblical symbol of that event.
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