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Message # 4
The Privilege of Slavery
Romans 6:8-18
Good morning and welcome to NCC. If you have been visiting here at NCC for a few weeks and I haven’t personally got to meet you, I’m Mike Cassara the pastor here. Thank you to this wonderful lady for pointing this oversight out to me.
Today we are going to complete the four part series The Gospel According to Paul. We’ve been looking at the great themes of the first half of the letter the apostle Paul wrote to the church located in the city of Rome during the first century of the church’s existence. 
The themes we’ve looked at in this series are so essential for us to understand because they form the foundation of our theology and beliefs. Today we finish up this series by looking at The Privilege of Slavery. In Romans 6:8-18, Paul uses the concept of slavery to describe where we have come from to where we are now that we are right with God and in his eternal presence.
Our Scripture Reading today will be read by Hanuma Gujjula who is from the southern part of India where native languages change considerably from province to province. Hanuma, and his wife Prithi are expecting their second child in January. In the province they come from Telugu is spoken so please stand as our scripture reading, Romans 6:8-18 is shared by Hanuma Gujjula in Telugu.
Are you aware of the amazing transformation that occurs when we come to Christ? 
Listen to what this text says about the person who through faith in Christ’s atoning death has been made right with God:
· Death no longer has mastery over you.
· You are living a new life that will last forever
· You will be united with God in his resurrection.
· You’ve been freed from the evils of sin
· You will live with Christ eternally as a gift from God.
Did you earn any of these things on your own because you’re religious or because the good in your life outweighs the bad in your life?  No way! If you are a Christian you have all of this because God so loves you and gave up his only son to be the substitute punishment for you and your sinfulness. God didn’t have to do that for you or for anyone else. As a just and holy God he has every right to abandon all of us forever, to banish us from his presence for eternity.  But he relentlessly loves you so he pursued you and took upon himself the death penalty he sentenced you to for your sinfulness.  And he has offered you a gift according to Romans 6:23- the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.
We are blessed to be able to live in freedom in the United States of America. Sometimes we need to be reminded of the price of freedom. Many brave people gave the ultimate sacrifice to gain and preserve our freedom. We must never take that for granted.
Likewise, let us be reminded of the price that Jesus paid in order to set us free from sin and enable us to become God’s children. Jesus had to make the ultimate sacrifice by dying on the cross for us. We must never take that for granted either!
So how do we respond to GOD’S AMAZING GRACE? According to our text we become slaves to God! God has prepared a life for those He has saved, and according to our text today, it involves being a slave to God and righteousness. 
Paul uses the term slavery to define for us both our old life, when we were slaves to sin (v.6) and our new life as slaves to God and righteousness.
Now the term slavery does not conjure up pleasant thoughts. Since just about the beginning of humanity, we humans have a terrible track record of enslaving groups of people less powerful. From the Jews of Moses time reduced to slaves in Egypt to African slavery in Europe and America in the 1800’s to modern day slavery and human trafficking, slavery is a shameful part of both our history and our present. 
As Paul uses the term slavery in our text he is referring to the dominating force in our life that controls our behavior and our mind. Slavery takes center stage in this text as Paul reminds us of what our state used to be as slaves to sin and encourages us to recognize what we have now become in Christ, slaves to righteousness (18) and slaves to God (22). Our text focuses on the transfer from one state of slavery to another and the implications that results from that transfer. 
A key verse is Romans 6:16 Don’t you know that when you offer yourselves to someone as obedient slaves, you are slaves of the one you obey—whether you are slaves to sin, which leads to death, or to obedience, which leads to righteousness?  FADE OUT
When we habitually offer ourselves to something we become a slave to what we offer ourselves to. Prior to our conversion to Christ we offered ourselves, that is we sought after and pursued, sinful behaviors and attitudes and thus we became slaves to sin.  Jesus Himself said back in John 8:3 “everyone who sins is a slave to sin.”
Sinful behaviors and attitudes are so hideous and powerful that they become our dominating master. And this is true for all of us and it describes factually our state of being prior to our conversion to Christ. And now that we are Christians we no longer should allow sin to dominate our lives and mind. 
As God’s children we are confronted with a choice. Will we in effect continue to live as slaves to sin and once again become entangled and overcome by sinful behavior (2 Peter 3:20) or will we live everyday as slaves to righteousness and to God, as we have been made at our conversion? 
Bob Dylan sang that song back in the seventies, You Gotta Serve Somebody. The chorus:
But you're gonna have to serve somebody, yes indeed
You're gonna have to serve somebody,
Well, it may be the devil or it may be the Lord
But you're gonna have to serve somebody
Paul reminds us beautifully in Romans 6:17-18 But thanks be to God that, though you used to be slaves to sin, you have come to obey from your heart the pattern of teaching that has now claimed your allegiance. You have been set free from sin and have become slaves to righteousness.  FADE OUT
Prior to your conversion you were a slave to sin, dominated and mastered by your sinful nature. And if you are born again you’ve been emancipated from sin. When you first accepted Christ and were baptized, you were set free. The Holy Spirit has come into your life and set you free from the dominating force of sin. The Holy Spirit lives within you, ready to be your dominating force which will result in righteous behavior. In verse six Paul definitively states that our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin because we have been freed from sin.  FADE OUT
That is why it makes no sense at all for a Christian to deliberately choose to continue sinning. That would be like a slave who has been emancipated returning to the plantation and his life as a slave. Why would he do that? He is free! Christians have been set free, thanks be to God, so now we have to start living the new life. And just because you’ve been freed from your slavery to sin doesn’t mean you are now free from anything else dominating your life. There are only two ways a human can live - as a slave to sin or as a slave to God/righteousness. There is no in between, no living as a slave to God but still allowing some sins to have their way in your life. If there are habitual sins dominating your life then you need to repent again and choose to live as you’ve been made- a slave to God and righteousness.
Verse 18 & 22 both use the phrase - you have been set free from sin. This is God’s promise to those who in faith have come to Christ. This is the greatest gift. We have been freed from sin’s penalty, sin’s power and one day we will be freed from sin’s presence. This text is all about being freed from sin. There is nothing is more wonderful to those who understand the reality of sin and the consequences of sinful behavior, both here and for eternity.
So let’s talk about being a slave to God/Righteousness for the rest of our time. 
When you first accepted Christ you were genuinely transformed. When you came out of the waters of baptism, you came out totally different. In every sense you have been made completely new. Now God, His Word and His people are your new love. You’re now committed to living obediently to your new master who is God. You now have a new motivation which is to pursue holiness. You now desire and long to live righteously. As Paul told Titus, Titus 2:11-12 For the grace of God teaches us to say “No” to ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright and godly lives.” FADE OUT
That's who you are. The old is gone, the new has come and the Bible defines you as one who denies ungodliness, lives his life belonging to God and zealous for good deeds.
You are now a slave to God and righteousness. This doesn't mean you're free from temptation. Of course you're going to be tempted. It doesn't mean you're free from sinning. You're going to sin. But you are free from the absolute tyranny and mastery of sin. You no longer have to sin. You now have the HS in your life to dominate and master you. When we live out who we now are, God and righteousness dominates and controls our being. We are now slaves of obedience, of righteousness, and slaves of God. Why would anyone who has undergone such an incredible emancipation continue in the behavior and attitudes of the old way? Jesus said it, John 8, "Whoever continues in My Word is My real disciple." Whoever goes on doing what is right, pursuing righteousness and holiness is Jesus’ true disciples.  FADE OUT
This past week actor Alec Baldwin was kicked off of an American Airlines flight from LA to NYC because he refused to follow the flight attendant’s directive to shut off his cell phone after the main door was closed. Alec argued that the plane wasn’t moving so he shouldn’t have to shut his phone off. But Alec’s opinion on cell phone usage on planes is irrelevant, as are most of his opinions if you ask me. When you are on an airplane you are mandated to follow the directions of the flight crew.  So they removed him from the flight. 
We often want to argue with God when it comes to his directives for our life. Our pride and arrogance overcome us and we conclude we know more than he does about how to live life or we simply think we are above the rules. We can do what we want. And you can and the more you live like that that more enslaved you become by sin again and before too long you are again trapped and dominated by the very thing Jesus died to free you from.
The children in The Family Circus cartoon were playing “follow the leader” when Billy told Dolly, “Okay, you can lead this time…as long as you go where I want.”
That sounds like the attitude of many people who claim that Jesus is their Lord, but still want to choose their own direction, unimpeded by any outside spiritual influence.
This is not a new development. The Israelites griped at Moses practically every step of the way on their journey to the Promised Land. Some of them even wanted to go back to slavery in Egypt!
How do you truly seek after God and righteousness and become His slave? You yield your life to God every day in pray and in thought. The battle is fought in our mind/will through prayer.  As we yield our self to God in our mind and in our will we have to spend time in intimate prayer verbalizing our yielding to God, declaring to him our choice to be his slave, declaring he is our master, and inviting the HS to be the dominating force in our lives.  Over a period of time, doing this on a regular basis, you’ll find your slavery to God and His righteousness will become a privilege you cherish.  We have been given a new life that we must present back to God as slaves of righteousness. And I can’t repeat it enough- this is done in the mind/will and verbalized through prayer every day, several times a day.
What the Apostle is saying is that as you yield all of your life, your thought life, your actions, your words, your motivation, your emotion, as you yield all of that to God in prayer, as you follow the driving impulse of that new and holy creation that is in you, you're going to find that living as a slave to God and His righteousness becomes our most natural thing. 
Are you saying that Christians don't sin? No, because we don't always yield up that fallen part of us. That’s why Paul sets forth some action steps in verse eleven and following.
· Do not let sin reign in your body
· Do not offer the parts of your body to sin
Those are choices and decisions of the mind/will. Instead: Offer yourself as slaves to God and his righteousness.

Prayer of Cardinal Newman of the 1800’s:
To SERVE THEE THOU, 
0 my God, hast a claim on me, and I am wholly Thine! Thou art the Almighty Creator, and I am Thy workmanship. I am the work of Thy Hands, and Thou art my owner. Thou owest me nothing; I have no rights in respect to Thee, I have only duties. I depend on Thee for life, and health, and every blessing every moment. If Thou withdraw Thy breath from me for a moment, I die. I am wholly and entirely Thy property and Thy work, and my one duty is to serve Thee. Amen
What a privilege it is to be a slave to God! 
(Object lesson- Wrapped up box with the word GRACE on the outside, visible to audience, inside of box is a letter from God.)
Dear__________,
I love you.  I always have loved you and always will love you.  I knew you when you were in your mother’s womb, in fact, I formed you in your mother’s womb. I wonderfully made you. I gave you life so we could enjoy each other’s presence forever.
But just like the rest of humanity you chose at an early age to step outside of my will and direction for your life. You learned from all the various influences surrounding you that life is all about you and satisfying the desires within you. You gave me a little attention but it wasn’t much. So many other things became so much more important to you than your relationship with me.
But I never stopped loving you and seeking you.  I love you so relentlessly that I just couldn’t do that. So I sent my own son to the earth to be punished in your place and for your sinfulness. He absorbed my wrath that you deserved. He died and was separated from me so you wouldn’t have to suffer that same fate.
I jumped for joy along with all the angels on that day when you responded to my love and declared your faith in me. I gave you new life. I forgave your sins. My son’s blood cleansed and purified you from all your unrighteousness. My Holy Spirit entered your life at that moment and has been transforming you ever since. 
Once again you are my child and my friend. I look forward to welcoming you into my kingdom and showing you the mansion I have prepared for you to live in for all of eternity. Till then, continue to serve me faithfully, live a blameless life and remember, he who walks in the ways of the Lord is blessed in all he does.
Love God.
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