
“Not	so	with	you.”		
The	Reality	of	Jesus’	Upside-Down	Kingdom	

Matthew 20:20-28	
	

1. We	naturally	desire	the		 	 	 	 .	
 
Matthew 20:20-28 Then the mother of Zebedee’s sons came to Jesus with her sons and, kneeling down, asked a favor of him. 21“What is 
it you want?” he asked. She said, “Grant that one of these two sons of mine may sit at your right and the other at your left in your 
kingdom.” 22“You don’t know what you are asking,” Jesus said to them. “Can you drink the cup I am going to drink?” “We can,” they 
answered. 23Jesus said to them, “You will indeed drink from my cup, but to sit at my right or left is not for me to grant. These places 
belong to those for whom they have been prepared by my Father.”  
 
 
2. Moving	from	“		 	 	 ”	to	service.	
24When the ten heard about this, they were indignant with the two brothers. 25Jesus called them together and said, “You know that the 
rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their high officials exercise authority over them.  
 
 

 
3. Jesus’		 	 	 -	 	 						Kingdom. 
26Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant, 27and whoever wants to be first must be 
your slave—  

- The greatest among you = is the servant; (diakonos – deacon – one who serves, a waiter, a domestic attendant) 
- First place, the top chair is the slave. (doulous – a slave, no right of personal choice, completely at the will of another)  

 
28just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.”  
 

 

Reasons	to	serve	God	and	others:		
1. Because	we	follow	the		 	 	 	 ,	Jesus.	
Philippians 2:3-11 Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in humility consider others better than yourselves. 
4Each of you should look not only to your own interests, but also to the interests of others. 5Your attitude should be the same as that of 
Christ Jesus: 6Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, 7but made himself nothing, 
taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. 8And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself and 
became obedient to death— even death on a cross! 9Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is above 
every name, 10that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11and every tongue confess 
that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.  
 

	
2. Because	of	the		 	 	 .	
Romans 1:1 Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle and set apart for the gospel of God— 
	
Colossians	2:6–7	So	then,	just	as	you	received	Christ	Jesus	as	Lord,	continue	to	live	your	lives	in	him,	rooted	and	built	up	in	him,	
strengthened	in	the	faith	as	you	were	taught,	and	overflowing	with	thankfulness.		
 

 
	
Next	Steps	for	Growth:	
__I	want	to	begin	to	follow	Jesus	today.	
__I	want	to	be	baptized.	

__	I	want	to	talk	to	a	Pastor,	please	contact	me.	
__	My	contact	information	has	been	updated.	
	

Name(s):_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

Phone:_________________________________Email:________________________________					____Change	my	contact	info	

Mailing	Address:______________________________________________________________________________________________________	
I	am	a:	 ___1st	time	guest		___2nd	time	guest		___Regular	Attendee		___Member	(taken	membership	class	&	committed	to	membership)	



	
	
3. Servanthood	is	the	 	 	 of	those	who	find	their			 	 	 .		
John 13:1-5 It was just before the Passover Feast. Jesus knew that the time had come for him to leave this world and go to the Father.  
 
Having loved his own who were in the world, he now showed them the full extent of his love. 2The evening meal was being served, and 
the devil had already prompted Judas Iscariot, son of Simon, to betray Jesus. 3Jesus knew that the Father had put all things under his 
power, and that he had come from God and was returning to God; 4so he got up from the meal, took off his outer clothing, and wrapped 
a towel around his waist. 5After that, he poured water into a basin and began to wash his disciples’ feet, drying them with the towel that 
was wrapped around him. 
 
 
Hebrews 12:2-3 Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set before him endured the cross, 
scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. 3Consider him who endured such opposition from sinful men, so 
that you will not grow weary and lose heart. 
 
 
12When he had finished washing their feet, he put on his clothes and returned to his place “Do you understand what I have done for 
you?” he asked them. 13“You call me ‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord,’ and rightly so, for that is what I am. 14Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, 
have washed your feet, you also should wash one another’s feet. 15I have set you an example that you should do as I have done for you.  
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
Prayer	Requests/Praise	Items:			___	Put	this	on	the	prayer	chain.	
	


