††  Have Relationships Buried You?
Who are You? If some one asks you that question, can you answer it?
· Many answer by describing our Job.
· Our interests, or hobbies. 
· Point, we often answer the question, not by answering who we are, we describe WHAT we do. 
· Or we describe where we are from geographically
· We might identify who we are married to.
· We might even describe our physical features.
· Its more comfortable. 
· Its easier. 
· But notice, none of them actually answer the query, who are you?
This whole series is based on the question, do you know who you are? Many of us think we know, but maybe we are wrong. Or perhaps we have a poor vision of who we are. 
††  Your best friend is not a Christian may have buried you
· I have known people, that their best friend is not a Christian. And that relationship has buried them. 
· Best friends have a great deal of influence on you
· Not saying you can’t be friends, we need to be friends and love non-Christians, but they should not be our BEST friend.
· In order to be accepted by people, by groups, we do what they want us to. The same thing applies in the best friend, we want that person to remain our best friend so we adapt our behavior to what they like. We don’t want to offend, or make them uncomfortable so we are willing to be whoever makes the relationship last, be conflict free.
· We all crave acceptance and to be significant. Perhaps we choose a best friend that is not a Christian because we think it is easier to meet their expectations.
· For them to accept us and consider us significant. 
††  How others have treated you and told you bad things
· Have you believed what others told you, that you are worthless, that you have no talent, no skill nothing to offer? These things can work their way into our concept of self. 
· We take these statement into our identities unfortunately. 
· If we are trying to change their mind, become some one that they love and value, what we do is actually bury further, whom God created us to be, and strive to become what we think that person will love. What is pleasing to them. Thus we sacrifice who we are to become who we think they want us to be.
††  Fear of Relationship buried you
· Don’t reach out, scared of being hurt. 
· Prevents you from experiencing all that God has for you in the encouragement and support of the fellowship we are all called to.
· Perhaps an independent spirit that is to strong, of I don’t need anyone.
· Which tends to include God in how we do things.
· I got this feedback recently for this series
· “Fear and insecurity keep my closed and guarded, I therefore keep myself at a distance within the body of Christ, thus denying myself access to God’s work from within the body. (God working though other believers) This behavior pattern is woven deep within, a result of years of ‘distance from others” and is not easily broken”
· God will teach you through relationship, so these relationship are vital to how God is going to show us who we really are.
· So how do we help? How do we overcome this feeling?
· The simple answer, of choose to join in, is accurate, a choice must be made, but lets be careful not to oversimplify.
· Starting with one person. Connect with one person and work through that, then expand from there may be a starting point.
††  Seeking the perfect relationship
· Opposite extreme of the previous.
· If this person will love me, it will fill that void.
· Doesn’t our culture teach us this, how many romance novels are sold each year? How much money to romantic movies bring in?
· But ultimately, the Hollywood version of this romance does not exist. Did you know, if you look up the word Romance in the 1828 dictionary, 
· ††  One word, fictitious
· ††  Romance: To forge and tell fictitious stories; 
· ††  Romancer: One who invents fictitious stories
· ††  Romancing: Inventing and telling fictitious tales; building castles in the air.
· ††  The perfect relationship is fictitious.
· “You complete me” works in movies, songs and books. But not real life, if you are looking for a person to complete you, you will always be frustrated and searching.
· I love my wife more than any other person in the World. She is the person I want to spend time with, start and end every day with.
· When she is not around or we are busy, I miss her
· But, my wife does not complete me.
· And I do not complete her. 

At the end of the assessment of relationships, what a person wants is found described in the Bible as
††  Proverbs 19:22 “What a person wants is unfailing love”
Out of relationships, ultimately what we want is this. Unconditional love. Finding unconditional love is what will begin to define our identity. 
· In human relationships, people will:
· Break promises, betray you, exclude you, reject you and wound you. They will embarrass you, use you and abuse you. 
· When these relationships hurt you that way, maybe you become angry, distant, cynical, oversensitive, or in general ticked off at the world. 
· How does this bury your identity?
· You become a withdrawn person, you begin to act selfishly, self-absorbed, People pleasing attitude, 
· ††  Bible: Job 5:2 “Resentments kills a fool, and envy slays the simple”
· ††  Bible: Job 18:4 “You who tear yourself to pieces in your anger.”
· None of these are how God wants you to live your life, or have as part of your identity. These should not be things to describe the excellent person He has made in you. 
When these efforts at relationship have gone wrong, they lead us to:
††  How grudges and bitterness towards others obscure your own identity
· If you have carried any of this for a long time, you may not know what you look like or feel like without this burden of negativity. 
· God wants it gone, He knows it is destroying you image in Him.
· That is why so many passages in the Bible speak against these things. It is more about you and less about them. 
· ††  Lets look for a moment at how bitterness destroys Gods creative intent for us
· ††  Makes us Blind
· 1 John 2:9-11 
· ††  Ruins our prayer lives
· Mark 11:25
· ††  Undermine our good relationships with people
· Heb 12:15
· A bitter root effects many areas of my life and relationships.
· ††  Imprisons us, 
· Matt 18:21-35
· Jesus says that bitterness can become our own prison
· ††  Lessons our ability to enjoy worship before God.
· Matt 5:23-24
††  There is NO benefit to having bitterness in your life. But there is tremendous cost!
††  Bitterness Destroys our physical health
· You know that phrase, that person is a pain in the neck! Well, it can be literally true. Medical studies have shown, stress in our lives manifest in our physical health. 
· ††  Job 21:23-25 “One man dies in full vigor, completely secure and at ease, his body well nourished, his bones rich with marrow. Another man dies in bitterness of soul, never having enjoyed anything good.” 
· In goes on from there to verse 26 “Side by side they lie in the dust, and worms cover them both.”
· We are all going to die someday, the challenge here, is how are you going to live and enjoy this life that God has given you?
· God wants you to live a life full of vigor, completely secure and at ease with who you are. 
††  Don’t let these relationship continue to define you. Don’t let them hurt and hinder you, 
instead, choose to forgive. God has already provided a way out. A shovel to clear these things away from you!!!!
· It is a choice, and only you can make it. 

††  “Unfailing love” Remember, at the start of this dialogue, I quoted the passage what a person wants is unfailing love. This phrase of unfailing love can be found more than 40 times in the Bible. Lets look at a few found in psalms
· ††  Ps 32:10 “Unfailing love surrounds those who trust in the Lord”
· ††  Ps 33:5 “The Lord loves righteousness and justice; the earth is full of His unfailing love”
· ††  Ps 130:7 “Hope in the Lord; for with the Lord there is unfailing love and and overflowing supply of salvation”
· ††  Ps 17:7-8 “Show me your unfailing love in wonderful ways. You save with your strength those who seek refuge from their enemies. Guard me as the apple of your eye. Hide me in the shadow of your wings”
· Did you know you are the apple of His eye? Check it out, that’s what the Bible says about your identity before the Lord, You are the apple of His eye!
††  All 40 times this phrase is used, He is the source of the unfailing love.  It can be found no place else. There is only 1 relationship in which you can find real identity. 
Thus the message is clear, The only place to find this unfailing love in perfection, is God. Our heavenly father.
· He may be able to move through some people in your life. Experience it on different levels with them.
· That is after all one of the roles and purposes of fellowship. We call ourselves a family. In a very real sense it is because we are. Through our common bond in the unfailing love of God be have become brothers and sisters.
· Our biological family may be all messed up, but here through these relationships, we have a family that comes closer to God intent for support in our lives. 
Through God, 
And finding unfailing love, comes with peace, confidence, trust, healing.
· It is the only thing that will fill that void inside.
God is the ultimate relationship in your life to define whom you are. Nothing else will come close. 
· God will never put you down, make you feel worthless. He will always have time for you
· He will always draw you closer to Himself. Relationship with Him will never hurt you. 
Embrace this truth as a start of understanding whom you really are:
· ††  1 John 3:1 “See what great love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God! And that is what we are!”
· What a great passage toward discovering Who God Created us to be!
· You were created to have God’s love lavished on you.  That’s your purpose. 
††  Define yourself as someone who is radically loved by God. He pours it out on us!!!!
· With all due respect to my wife, it is my relationship with my Abba father, through Jesus Christ that completes me
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