LIFE GROUP QUESTIONS 

for the Week of June 18, 2017   

LIFE TOGETHER IN A DIVIDED WORLD 

A Father’s Admonition

1 Corinthians 4:14-21
1. Last Sunday was Father’s Day.  What did you learn from your father that you will always cherish and appreciate?  How did he serve as a role model for you?
2. Read 1 Corinthians 4:14-17.  Modern day Americans are proud of their rugged individualism, and the freedom to go their own way, and march to the beat of their own drummer.  But in the first century, sons were expected to “imitate” their fathers.  In other words, the son was expected to carry on family values, family heritage, the family name (cf. Jesus; he was not only a carpenter like his earthly father, Joseph, he was constantly about his Heavenly Father’s business – Lk. 2:49; Jn. 5:19).  What exactly does Paul mean when he urges the Corinthians to imitate him?  What does he hope they will learn from him?
3. This is a very tender word from the Apostle Paul.  How does a good father show tenderness to his children without simply enabling them or spoiling them, or promoting permissiveness and irresponsibility (see Gal. 4:19; 1 Thess. 2:10-12)?
4. Why does Paul send Timothy to the Corinthians?  What does he hope they will gain from Timothy?
“He will remind you of my way of life in Christ Jesus . . .” (4:17).  True Biblical Christianity embraces both creed and conduct, both belief and behavior.  Why is it so important that the Corinthians understand this?  And why is this such a big deal in the 21st century as well?

5. Read 1 Corinthians 4:18-21.  True love includes discipline and correction (see Hebrews 12:5-11).  What discipline did you resent in the past that you now appreciate?  Why?  What did you learn from being disciplined (by your father, or mother, or teacher, or God Himself)?

6. What does Paul mean by v. 20:  “For the kingdom of God is not a matter of talk but of power?”

7. For centuries church leaders have copied the models of authority in the surrounding world, whether autocratic or democratic.  What dangers are inherent in the church imitating the world’s pattern of authority?

What does this passage say about how authority and discipline should be exercised in the church? 
