LIFE GROUP QUESTIONS 

for the Week of June 25, 2017   

LIFE TOGETHER IN A DIVIDED WORLD 

Tough Love:  Dealing with Contagious Sin in the Church

1 Corinthians 5:1-13
1. When it comes to administering discipline, do you tend to be . . .

_____ overly judgmental?

_____  too permissive?

_____ one who ignores the problem and hope it goes away?  
_____ inconsistent?

_____ ready and willing if necessary?

2. Read 1 Corinthians 5:1-13.  What was the sex scandal in the Corinthian church, and why was it so outrageous to Paul?  How was the church responding to this situation?

3. Why is it so important for the Corinthians to “mourn” over this sin (5:2)?  What difference does this make?

4. What is your immediate response, or “gut reaction,” to Paul’s command to put this man “out of your fellowship” (v. 2)?  Does this trouble you?  Why?
5. What harm is done to a church body when they tolerate open sin among their members?
6. What is the motive behind the discipline Paul recommends?  What should our motive always be when administering discipline in the church (see also Gal. 6:1-2; 2 Cor. 2:5-11)?  

What does Jesus think about such discipline?  Is this a Christ-like thing to do

(cf. Matthew 18:15-20)?  Is this a loving thing to do?  Why or why not?
7. At the first Passover in Egypt, each family slaughtered a lamb and put its blood on the doorposts of the house so the angel of death would pass over them.  It was no coincidence that Jesus died and rose again at Passover time; he was the real Passover Lamb and his death won deliverance for the whole world.  The whole Christian life, from this point of view, becomes one long Passover celebration!  And at this Passover there must be no “leaven of the old life” – the kind of behavior pagans engage in and that Christians can be lured back into if they aren’t careful.  Why is it so difficult for churches in the Western world to engage in the kind of discipline Paul describes?  Why is this, nevertheless, so crucial for the church in today’s world?
8. How do you reconcile Paul’s teaching here with what he says in 4:3-5?  What is the point of each passage, and what is the difference between them?

9. Why is there a difference between the way Christians are to relate to those outside the faith and the way they relate to believers (vv. 9-11)?  Isn’t this a double standard?

10. What do we learn about so-called “degrees” of sin, or categorizing some sins as worse than others, from Paul’s list in 5:11?  What sins in your own life is the Holy Spirit drawing to your attention?  How can your group pray with you as you seek to walk in love and obedience with Christ?

5.  

