LIFE GROUP QUESTIONS 

for the Week of July 9, 2017   

LIFE TOGETHER IN A DIVIDED WORLD 

Marriage and Divorce in Christ’s New Community

1 Corinthians 7:1-16
1. If you’re married, share a bit about your “love story”:  How did you meet?  How did you know he/she was “the one”? 

If you are not married, share about the joys and challenges of being single, both in society and in the church.

2. Read 1 Corinthians 7:1-7.  The RSV Bible translates 1 Corinthians 7:1 like this:  “Now concerning the matters about which you wrote.  It is well for a man not to touch a woman.”  What is misleading about this particular translation (and many others)?  Does this expression, “It is well for a man not to touch a woman” express Paul’s own beliefs, or is he simply quoting a contingent from Corinth?  What impact does this have on the way we interpret the remaining passage?  

What are some other examples in this letter (so far) where Paul quotes some popular slogans of the various schismatic groups within the Corinthian Church?

3. Whereas 1 Cor. 6:12-20 dealt with sexual promiscuity and immorality within the church, in 7:1 Paul quotes a faction that advocated sexual abstinence and celibacy even within marriage.  What reasons does Paul give for rejecting this view (see also 7:9)?

4. It’s popular in our modern culture to accuse Paul of being a male chauvinist, or even a misogynist (a person who despises women).  What evidence do you detect in these opening verses (vv. 1-4) that contradict such a notion (cf. Gal. 3:28; Eph. 5:21-33)? 

5. Some in the Corinthian congregation evidently believed the body was sinful, whereas the spirit is holy.  As Christians so often do, they “over-reacted” to the problem of sexual promiscuity in the church by going to the other extreme of radical abstinence even within marriage.  What is the underlying biblical principle we learn about the human body and sex in marriage from verses 3-5?

6. Read 1 Cor. 7:8-16.  In verses 8-16 Paul divides his comments into three areas:  a message for people who have been married but now aren’t (vv. 8-9), a message for married people (vv. 10-11), and a message for people in the tricky situation of being married to someone who is not a Christian (vv. 12-16).  What should determine an unmarried Christian’s choice about whether to marry?

7. In verse 10 Paul refers to a specific command of Jesus himself (cf. Mark 10:9).  What sorts of behavior by husband and wife will help prevent the desire for divorce?

8. How can you defend the qualifier Paul used, “I, not the Lord” (7:12), as being equally the authoritative Word of God?  Or, is this just Paul’s “opinion”?

9. When, if ever, is divorce permitted by God?  Support your understanding with Scripture.  How should we counsel people with marital difficulties that are not specifically addressed in Scripture?

10. In the early church it often happened that one marriage partner would hear and believe the gospel while the other did not.  While here permitting divorce if an unbelieving spouse wants to separate (v. 15), Paul will urge in verse 39 and in 2 Cor. 6:14 that Christians should marry only other Christians.  What would be the potential value of a believer choosing to remain with an unbelieving spouse (vv. 12-16)?  How does such an action reflect God’s abiding love for his sinful bride?  
