LIFE GROUP QUESTIONS 

for the Week of July 23, 2017   

LIFE TOGETHER IN A DIVIDED WORLD 

Singleness and Celibacy in Christ’s New Community

1 Corinthians 7:25-40
1. How has your marital status (single or married) helped you to serve Christ more effectively?

How has it hindered your service?

2.  Read 1 Corinthians 7:25-35.  Some people in our modern world (and often within the church) treat singleness as if it were a weakness or personal failure, at best, or a “terminal illness,” at worst.  Marriage was the norm in Paul’s day as well.  Timothy Keller writes:  “Nearly all ancient religions and cultures made an absolute value of the family and of the bearing of children … Without children, you essentially vanished – you had no future.  In ancient cultures, long-term single adults were considered to be living a human life that was less than fully realized.”  How does the Apostle Paul respond to such thinking?  Why?

3. On the other hand, in our contemporary society, singleness is becoming not a sign of social failure but of social success – a mark of liberation from the traditional paradigms of living.  How would Paul respond to this type of thinking?

4. What is the “present crisis” Paul talks about in 7:26?
5. What does Paul mean in 7:29-31?  How would you paraphrase this passage in your own words?

6. Keeping in mind that Paul did not aim to place “restrictions” on the believers (v. 35), what divided loyalties and worries are inherent in Christian marriage, particularly for newlyweds living in difficult times?
7. Whether people marry or not, what is the overriding, all-important issue according to 7:25-35?
8. Read 1 Corinthians 7:36-40.  How influenced are you by what others think about you?  How does the truth of this passage help liberate us from such “people-pleasing?”

9. Some people remain single because they want to focus solely on their careers, or because they hate the thought of being obligated to someone else or of someone better coming along … Some people seek marriage because they can’t bear the thought of being alone; they long for someone else who will finally “fulfill” them, and become their reason for living.  How would Paul respond to such thinking?

10. Stephen Um writes:  “Both singleness and marriage parade themselves around as ultimate, promising to give you everything your heart desires.  But it’s all a charade. And now that Christ has come, the jig is up.  They’re both unmasked for what they really are – good, but not ultimate, not everything.  They’ll always let you down.  But HE will never do that to you” (1 Corinthians:  The Word of the Cross).  Whether you have never been married, are currently married, divorced, or widowed, what is one way you can show your “undivided devotion” to the Lord this week?

