LIFE GROUP QUESTIONS 

for the Week of July 30, 2017   

LIFE TOGETHER IN A DIVIDED WORLD 

Knowledge Puffs Up, but Love Builds Up

1 Corinthians 8:1-13
1. When trying to settle a dispute or a disagreement, what is your “arguing” or “fighting” style?

_____ I dig in my heels until I win.

_____ I tend to give in fairly quickly because I hate conflict.

_____ I use logic to dismantle my opponent’s position and prove my position   

           makes more sense.

_____ I seek out a compromise and try to obtain a win/win solution.

_____ I use sarcasm to ridicule my opponent’s position.   

_____ I first listen and ask clarifying questions to try to understand the other 

           person’s position.  

2. Read 1 Corinthians 8:1-13.  Today it is a common truism that an individual has the right to do whatever he wants as long as no one else is endangered or harmed by it.  In the same way, a group at Corinth was saying:  “If I want to eat meat sacrificed to idols, who cares if someone else is offended by it?  That’s their problem, not mine!  I have the right to eat whatever I want, and that’s what I’m going to do!”  Do you feel free to do certain things that other Christians consider wrong, or do you refrain from certain things that other Christians think are okay?  Explain and discuss.  What freedoms would you find hardest to give up, and why?
3. There were two parties in the Corinthian church – those representing the permissive party (the “progressives”), and the restrictive party (the “conservatives”).  The primary concern for the progressives was personal freedom, whereas the conservatives pursued personal morality.  In our passage Paul is addressing the permissive party.  From verses 1, 4, 7 and 10, what side of the argument is each group taking and why?  What “knowledge” do the progressives claim to have that, in their view, overrides the concerns and restrictions of the conservatives?
4. Why is “being right” not always the only criterion or basis for right actions?  Is it possible to do the right thing in the wrong way?  What point is Paul trying to make particularly in verses 9-13?

5. Fellow Christians often perceive the same phenomenon in totally different ways.  What are some ethical issues that might be considered debatable among Christians today? 

6. Why is there often friction between weaker and stronger Christians?  Who should take responsibility for solving these conflicts?  Why?

7. Why did the Corinthians need to balance their knowledge with love?  Why is this so important today as well?

8. For what purpose should the stronger Christian sometimes defer to the weaker?  Are there ever any circumstances in which the stronger Christian should not defer to the weaker?

9. How “absolute” is my right to choose as a Christian?  How does respectful love for the other take priority over my own “rights” and “freedom” and “knowledge”?  

10. How do Christians today use their knowledge as a weapon rather than as an instrument of love?  What steps can be taken to reverse this typical trend?    
