LIFE GROUP QUESTIONS 

for the Week of August 6, 2017   

LIFE TOGETHER IN A DIVIDED WORLD 

Giving Up Our Rights

1 Corinthians 9:1-18
1. How do you feel when someone violates one of your “rights”?  Why?
Have you ever voluntarily given up some of your rights for the sake of someone else?  Why?  

2.  Today we live in an era that has been called “the Age of Entitlement.”  Narcissism – an inflated view of the self – is everywhere.  “I demand my rights!” is the recurring mantra of our society.  A person with an entitlement complex is similar to a child who never learned that he or she is not the center of the universe.  They believe that they deserve happiness and success, and they throw tantrums when outsiders or circumstances don’t meet their demands.  
What are the “rights” of an apostle, according to Paul, in 9:1-6?

3. What specific “right” does Paul focus on in 9:7-11, 13-14, and what examples does he give to illustrate his argument?

4. Why does Paul voluntarily give up this right rather than demand it (9:12)?
5. What is the connection between 1 Cor. 9 and Paul’s discussion about meat offered to idols in 1 Cor. 8?

6. How do the “rewards” we expect from life – e.g., a successful career, a happy marriage, a healthy body, a prosperous future – ultimately shape the kind of life we live?

7. What is Paul’s “reward”?  Why is he so passionate about this?
8. What do you think Paul would say to a young minister, with a wife and young children, who is planning on leaving his small, struggling church to go work at a large, thriving church because the pay is better at the bigger church?  What would you do in this situation?  Is there a “right” or “wrong” choice here?  What factors would play into your final decision?

9. Richard Hayes writes:  “1 Corinthians 9 suggests that if we find ourselves campaigning on the party platform of defending our own rights and privileges, we have lost sight of the gospel.”  Do you agree or disagree?  Why?

What specific rights might we need to surrender (as individuals; as a church) in order to help serve the cause of the gospel?

