LIFE GROUP QUESTIONS 

for the Week of August 13, 2017   

LIFE TOGETHER IN A DIVIDED WORLD 

All Things to All People

1 Corinthians 9:19-27
1. Gordon MacDonald once said:  “You can tell whether you are becoming a servant by how you act when people treat you like one.”  What does it mean to you to be a servant of Christ (Paul actually calls himself a “slave” for Christ!)?   Is there a difference being a servant, and simply allowing other people to boss you around or use you as a doormat?  What is the difference?

2. Read 1 Corinthians 9:19-23.  What does Paul mean when he says he is “all things to all people” (v. 22)?  How is this different from simply being a “people pleaser” (or “going along with the crowd”) in a negative sense?
3. What are some specific “Christ-like” ways we can accommodate ourselves to unbelievers for the sake of the gospel, without “selling out” to the ways of our culture?  Can you think of some examples from your own life?
4. What groups of people in our community are not being ministered to (the poor?  Unwed mothers?  Military folks from Camp Pendelton?  Gay people?  Immigrants?  Students?  The elderly?)?  What “baggage” in your lifestyle would be a barrier between them and you? What would it cost you to get rid of that baggage in order to reach them?

5. Today many people insist on their right to be “free” and to do whatever they want whenever they want.  How does Christian freedom differ from worldly freedom?  What does it mean to be free in Christ (cf. John 8:31-36)?
6. Regarding the Christian race (9:24-27), how are you doing?

_____ “Fresh because I’m just starting!”

_____ “Feeling tired and achy.”

_____ “Going great, I’ve got my second wind!”

_____ “Where in the world is the Finish Line?”

_____ “I thought this was a sprint, not a marathon!”

7. How do the images of a runner and a boxer reinforce the main points Paul has been making in Chapters 8-9?  
8. When Paul says “only one gets the prize” (v. 24), does he mean Christians should be in competition with one another?  Why or why not?

9. Paul says, “I discipline my body and keep it under control, so that after I have preached to others, I myself will not be disqualified (v. 27).”  The word “disqualified” literally means “to be shown counterfeit.”  What does counterfeit Christianity look like, and why does it cause such an offense among non-Christians?  
What are some signs that our love as Christians is the real thing, and not fake?


What are some examples of self-control in action?
