LIFE GROUP QUESTIONS 

for the Week of August 27, 2017   

LIFE TOGETHER IN A DIVIDED WORLD 

Dress Codes, Gender, and Mutual Respect in Worship

1 Corinthians 11:2-16
1. Most Western churches have stopped putting pressure on women to wear hats in church, but many are still strict about men not wearing hats in church (although this custom, too, is rapidly relaxing, especially among many younger Christians, in our contemporary culture).  Have you ever witnessed (or been part of) a conflict in church over what is appropriate and inappropriate attire in public worship?  What happened, and how was the situation resolved? 

2. Read 1 Corinthians 11:2-16.  What is your immediate, honest response after reading this passage?  Many modern people are convinced Paul was a male chauvinist, at best, and a misogynist, at worst.  Do you tend to agree or disagree?  Why?  What evidence do you find in this passage to support your answer?

3. Is this passage mainly addressed to women?  Or, is it equally addressed to men, as well?  While noting differences between men and women, how does Paul also affirm their mutual respect and interdependence?  

4. What is the point of Paul’s discussion about “the head” in verse 3?  What is he trying to say here and what does it have to do with his larger argument?

5. It might be reasonable to think that choice of attire is entirely a matter of personal preference (i.e., “I have the ‘right’ to dress how ever I choose!”).  This may often be the case, but what about when a person is fulfilling a key role in public worship such as leading in prayer or prophetic preaching (vv. 4-5)?  Our choice of clothes or dress code often says something about how we wish others to perceive us.  In Roman society, for example, the wearing of hoods, or veils, marked a married woman as both “respectable” and deserving of respect.  Uncovered hair and shaved heads were symbolic of “uncontrolled sexuality.”  

What, then, do you think is the basic issue Paul is addressing here?  Is the main point that women should still be wearing head coverings in the 21st century and men should not wear hats in church?  If not, how is this passage still relevant for modern-day Christian men and women?  How do we apply this to ourselves?     

6. Against some postmodern trends today, Paul insists that gender difference is more than a matter of mere physiology or social convention.  God created humankind male and female (Gen. 1:27).  It is true that men and women are equal in Christ before God (Gal. 3:28), but that does not mean that all differences between the sexes may be blurred or banished.  How does Paul respect and affirm the difference, complementarity, and mutuality of gender in vv. 7-12?

7. Can a style of attire distract others from focusing upon God in public worship today?  How so?  But someone might object (including the Corinthians):  “Man looks at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart” (1 Samuel 16:7), so therefore I have the right to dress however I want, regardless of what others may think.”  How do you think Paul would respond to this objection?

8. Jesus accepted the praise and worship of prostitutes and sinners.  He never judged them for the way they dressed or the way they looked.  He welcomed them with open arms.  It’s important that we remember this, and do likewise, in all our interactions with unbelievers, and with all those who visit our church (who may or not have any Christian background), regardless of how they dress.  How then do we reconcile this with what Paul is saying here in 1 Corinthians 11?  Is there a contradiction between what Jesus teaches and what Paul teaches?  Why, or why not?  How does 1 Cor. 10:31-33 apply to the teaching of chapter 11?
