LIFE GROUP QUESTIONS 

for the Week of September 3, 2017   

LIFE TOGETHER IN A DIVIDED WORLD 

Discerning the Body

1 Corinthians 11:17-34
1. When you were growing up, what was dinner time like at your house?  Did you eat at a regularly scheduled time every day, or was it more random and unpredictable?  Did you have your own chair around the table, and that’s where you sat at every meal?  Did your entire family sit down together for the meal, or was everyone typically on different schedules, eating on the run?  Was there meaningful conversation around the table, or did you eat in front of the television?
What will you always remember most about dinner time at your house?
2. How did most of the early Christians observe communion compared to the way we observe this sacrament today?  Where did they meet and what part did the Lord’s Supper play in their worship (cf. Acts 2:42, 46)?  What is an agape (or, love) feast?
3. Read 1 Corinthians 11:17-22.  How was the Lord’s Supper being celebrated in Corinth, and why was Paul so concerned about it?  How, specifically, was it being distorted and dishonored?

4. Do we ever distort or dishonor the Lord’s Supper today as modern-day Christians?  How so?

5.  Are we being insensitive to the poor among us?  How so?  How can we be more attentive to the needs of the poor and needy in our churches?
6. Read 11:23-34.  Here we have the earliest written record of what happened on the night Jesus was handed over to his death.  All four of the Gospels were written after Paul wrote 1 Corinthians.  Remembrance (vv. 24, 25; cf. Ex. 12:14), proclamation (v. 26), and participation (10:16-17) are three key realities of the Lord’s Supper.  How would you explain to an unbeliever, or a new Christian, how communion accomplishes each of these?

7. Every time we take Communion, we take a spiritual four-way “look.”  

We look _________________ (vv. 23-26a) to Christ’s _________________.

We look _________________ (v. 26b) to Christ’s ____________________.

We look _________________ (vv. 27-28, 31-32) at our own ____________.

We look _________________ (vv. 33-34) at our ______________________.

Why is each “look” so vital and significant?
How does regular “remembrance” (anamnesis) around the table of the Lord help us counteract and correct the profound spiritual amnesia so many are presently suffering within the Body of Christ today?

8. What does Paul mean by eating and drinking in “an unworthy manner” (v. 27)?  

By “self-examination” (v. 28)?

By “not recognizing (or, discerning) the body of the Lord” (v. 29)?

By “judging ourselves” (vv. 31-32)?

9. What are some ways modern Christians fail to discern the Lord’s Body today?  Pray that every time we celebrate Communion it would be a beautiful enacted parable of God’s grace and peace and unity alive among us as disciples of Jesus.    
