LIFE GROUP QUESTIONS 

for the Week of September 10, 2017   

LIFE TOGETHER IN A DIVIDED WORLD 

Unity in Christ in a Pluralistic Age

1 Corinthians 12:1-31
1. When was the last time you underestimated a person’s talent, strength, or gifts due to his or her outward appearance, social status, or background?  What happened?  What did you learn from this experience?

When was the last time you overestimated a person’s talent, strength, or gifts due 

to his or her outward appearance, social status, or background?  What happened?  What did you learn from this experience?
2. Do you tend to overestimate or underestimate your own God-given gifts and talents?  Why?  What has God been teaching you about this?  
3. Read 1 Cor. 12:1-3.  “Spirituality” has become a popular buzz-word in our pluralistic age.  Not everything that presents itself as “spiritual” is consonant with the gospel.  According to Paul how can we tell which “voices” out there are truly inspired by the Spirit of God, and which are not?  How would you paraphrase these three verses?
4. Read 1 Cor. 12:4-11.  What do we learn from this passage about spiritual gifts.  Try to list at least seven things below . . . 

1)






5)

2)






6)

3)






7)

4)

Do all Christians have spiritual gifts?  How has God inspired you to use yours?

5. Throughout his many epistles, Paul gives us many images of the church (e.g., a family, an army, a temple, a bride), and each image has important lessons to teach us.  But in 1 Corinthians, Romans, and Ephesians, he especially emphasizes the church as a “body.”  Read 1 Cor. 12:12-26.  What do we learn here about the church’s unity and diversity?  Why is this so essential according to Paul?

6. How can we keep our diversity from becoming disunity, or turning “tribal”?
7. Why do we sometimes avoid working with certain people in the church?  According to this passage, what reasons do we have to work together?
8. According to Paul, the church is a charismatic (i.e., Spirit-gifted) community.  It is a community in which the Holy Spirit operates in powerful and palpable ways through gifts such as healing, miracles, and revelatory speech such as tongues and prophecy (see 12:7-11).  How do you respond to this?  Is this still true today?  Why or why not?  Does this make you nervous?  Excited?  Perplexed that we don’t see more of such manifestations?  Why is it so important that the church operates together in the realm of the Holy Spirit, exercising such gifts?

9. Read 1 Corinthians 12:21-31.  What sorts of “body parts” in the church do Christians tend to regard as more important than others?  Why?  What is Paul’s solution to this?  Why do we need those who have gifts that differ from ours?  

10. If the church were an “orchestra,” which instrument would you play?  Why?  Take time to affirm the strengths and gifts you see in one another, and then pray for one another that the peace and harmony of Christ would be beautifully revealed to the world through his One Body.  
