LIFE GROUP QUESTIONS 

for the Week of September 17, 2017   

LIFE TOGETHER IN A DIVIDED WORLD 

Love:  The Most Excellent Way

1 Corinthians 12:31-13:13
1. “What’s love got to do with it?”  Many years ago Tina Turner turned this question into a hit pop song.  The lyrics go on to say: “What’s love but a second hand emotion?”  and “Who needs a heart when a heart can be broken?” Back in the 60’s the Beatles sang, “All you need is love” . . . and then they broke up!

Love may be a “many splendored thing,” but it can also be a very confusing thing, whether you’re an ancient Corinthian, or a modern-day Fallbrookian!  Just what is love anyway?  We talk about “loving” chocolate cake, or a good movie, or our favorite song.  What do you think most people mean today when they say “I’m in love,” or “I’ve fallen in love with someone”?   
2. Defining love.  There were various words in the Greek language that described different aspects of this powerful and mysterious thing called “love”:

Eros = sexual love (cf. “erotic”).

Storge = affection (e.g., the bond between families, or mother and child)

Philia = friendship (e.g., the warm, comfortable bond between old friends) 

But none of these three words were used to describe Christian love, which is 


known as agape.  How does agape differ from our more common understanding 


of love as simply being “a warm or affectionate feeling” towards someone 

(cf. Matthew 5:43-44)?  How would you explain this difference to a friend?

3. Read 1 Corinthians 12:31-13:13.  Often we hear this passage read in weddings, but what is Paul’s point in the historical context of the Corinthian church he was addressing?  Why does Paul insist that spiritual gifts (no matter how exciting and powerful) are useless and even destructive if they are not ministered in love?  What, specifically, does Paul want the Corinthians to see and understand here?
4. What is love?  What does it look like in action?  List and then quietly reflect on the seven characteristics of what love is, and the eight that it is not (vv. 4-7):
Love is _____________________, ____________________, _______________,

______________, _____________________, _______________, ____________.


Love is not _______________, _________________, ____________, ________,


_____________, _____________, ____________________, ________________.

When love is defined and described in this way, how loving would you say you have been lately?  What is the Holy Spirit telling you about your love life here?  How can we grow and mature in Christian love (cf. Eph. 4:11-16)?     
5. How do the attitudes and outlook in 13:4-7 compare with the values of the world?

6. How does 13:8-12 speak specifically to the proud and spiritually-jealous Corinthians?  How does this apply to you, personally, and to our church today?  How would you paraphrase this passage?

7. Why do you think love is greater than either faith or hope (13:13)?  

8. To read 1 Corinthians 13 is to see a beautiful picture of Jesus himself in action.  This is how he daily lived his life, loving even the unlovable, patient and kind even towards his enemies.  By the power of the Holy Spirit, what will love look like in your life this week?  Re-write each of the “love is” and “love is not” qualities of 1 Cor. 13 focusing on your specific situation this week at home, at work, in your political views, or in your personal relationships.  Where do you struggle the most when it comes to being a loving person?  How can your group pray for you this week?
