LIFE GROUP QUESTIONS 

for the Week of September 24, 2017   

LIFE TOGETHER IN A DIVIDED WORLD 

Order in the Church!

1 Corinthians 14:1-40
1. Today, some people long for the Holy Spirit to show up during a typical Sunday morning worship service and “shake things up” in surprising and unpredictable ways.  Other folks love the fact that Sunday morning is one of the few times they can count on attending a quiet, stable, peaceful place of prayer and worship in an unsteady, chaotic world.  Which of these two camps are you in?  Why?  

Which camp do you think the Apostle Paul would be in?  Why?

2. Read 1 Corinthians 14:1-19.  It is clear from 14:1 that Paul is all for spiritual gifts.  He has no quarrel with them per se.  He fully believes they are all from God, and he recognizes their value for the church and for the believer.  He is concerned, however, that they be used in an orderly and proper way.  Have you ever been in a worship service that was chaotic or confusing?  What happened?  What was the impact on the worshippers?  How did it affect you personally?

3. What is the point or purpose of “speaking in tongues” according to this passage?  

What is the purpose of “prophesying”?  

Is Paul “putting down” the gift of tongues in these opening verses?  Why do you think he is emphasizing these two particular gifts (tongues and prophecy) with the Corinthians?  Why not some other gifts instead?  

4. Have you ever spoken in tongues or uttered a prophecy?  Describe the experience for others in the group who may not have these gifts.  Have you ever been in a worship service where other people were speaking in tongues or prophesying?  What was your response?  How did the other worshippers respond?
5. Why, specifically, does Paul desire the Corinthians to prophesy in public rather than speak in tongues in public?  Note his strong statement in v. 19.  What does this reveal to you about what Paul considered important and valuable in the church?  What is his major concern here?
6. Read 1 Corinthians 14:20-40.  In what way is the Corinthian obsession with tongues another sign of their spiritual immaturity (v. 20; cf. 3:1-4)?  

Paul himself openly admits he also prays in tongues (v. 18), and he doesn’t see this as a sign of immaturity (v. 39).  So what’s the difference between him and the Corinthians when it comes to their practice of this spiritual gift? 
7. “God is really among you!” (14:24-25).  This is what people everywhere are longing for today – to personally sense and experience that God Himself is alive and at work in human lives.  When was the last time you sensed this in a powerful way during a worship service?  What happened as a result?

8. What orderly guidelines does Paul give for speaking in tongues in a public worship service?  For prophesying?  Why so much emphasis on “order.”  What does this tell us (and those who attend our services) about the character of God?

9. In 14:26 Paul gives an example of a Spirit-filled worship service.  Does this look like our typical modern worship services today?  If so, how?  How does it differ?

What could we learn from this model?  What is the Holy Spirit telling us here?
10. What does Paul’s discussion about women (or “wives”) keeping silent in the church have to do with his greater emphasis on order in the church (14:34-35)?

Is this a universal directive to all churches for all times, or a situational matter?
11. If we are to behave as Paul describes throughout this chapter, what attitudes must we personally bring to public worship? 

