LIFE GROUP QUESTIONS 

for the Week of October 1, 2017   

LIFE TOGETHER IN A DIVIDED WORLD 

The Way of the Resurrection 

1 Corinthians 15:1-34
1. What is the most significant or important thing about the Gospel to you?  Why?

2. Read 1 Corinthians 15:1-11.  What is of “first importance” according to Paul?

3. Why do you think Paul bothered to list the various people (including himself) who had seen the risen Jesus?  What difference does this make?

4. What did the word, resurrection, mean to Paul and his hearers?  Did it simply mean “life after death,” or something more?

What was the Jewish belief about the resurrection in general, before Jesus ever appeared on the scene (see Isa. 25:6-8; 26:19; Dan. 12:2; John 11:21-24)?  How did the resurrection of Jesus shake up and contradict what they had always believed about the future resurrection of the dead?

5. Read 1 Corinthians 15:12-19. Why were the Corinthians so offended by the notion of Christ’s bodily resurrection from the dead?  Why did they resist or deny it?  What was so offensive about it to them?  
6. Why does Paul say:  “If Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins (v. 17)?”  If the bones of Jesus of Nazareth were one day discovered in Israel, and it could be proven beyond a shadow of a doubt that this truly was his skeleton, what difference would it make to the Christian faith?  How would it impact your faith?

7. Read 1 Corinthians 15:20-34.  What does Paul mean when he says that Christ is “the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep (v. 20)”?   

8. The ancient Greeks (as well as many modern-day Christians) believed the body is “the prison house of the soul.”  They longed to be free from its cumbersome burden at death, and released to exist as disembodied eternal spirits.  Christians, however, believe in the “resurrection of the body.”  What’s the difference between these two views, and why is this so essential to our Christian faith, our ethics, and the way we treat our bodies right now (cf. 1 Cor. 6:13b-20; Phil. 3:20-21)?

9. Many people today speak of death as simply a “natural” part of life.  But Jesus and Paul and the entire New Testament disagree.  Death is “the last enemy to be destroyed” (v. 26).  In what ways is death an enemy to the original plan and purpose of God for his creation (cf. Gen. 2:17)?

10. When did you connect the resurrection of Christ with your own victory over death?  What new sense of purpose has that made to you in terms of your courage for today, taking risks for the gospel, and your hope for the future?

