LIFE GROUP QUESTIONS 

for the Week of November 19, 2017   

PSALMS:  Praying Through the Seasons of Life

Navigating the Slippery Slope of Envy (Ps. 73)
1. Webster’s New World Dictionary defines envy as:  “a feeling of discontent and ill will because of another’s advantages or possessions.”  Envy occurs when a person lacks a superior quality, achievement, or possession that someone else has that they wish they had.  Why is it so easy for us to envy others?
What makes this sin particularly “insidious” and damaging to our souls?

(see:  Proverbs 14:30; Gen. 4:2-8; 37:3-8; 1 Sam. 18:5-11)
2. Read Psalm 73:1-12.  Why is the psalmist envious of the wicked?  What in particular does he find so attractive about their lifestyles versus his?

3. What damages does comparison do to your relationships? 

How does it affect our view of God when we compare ourselves to others – when we undermine our own gifts and wish we had what others had instead?
4. Read Psalm 73:13-14.  What was the psalmist hoping his “pure heart” would get him? But what does he feel his reward has been instead for living a righteous life?
How and why does envy ultimately distort reality in a believer’s life?

5. Read Psalm 73:15-22.  What causes the psalmist to change his mind and reject his envy?  What new insights does he gain as a result?
6. Have you ever had a “sanctuary” experience like this (cf. 73:17)?  When?  Where?  What happened?

How does worship and a true encounter with God change our perspective about the world around us?  Life will always seem unfair when we measure it by earthly standards of health, wealth and power.  But what happens when we encounter God in a personal, intimate way?
7. Read Psalm 73:23-28.  What is the psalmist’s ultimate conclusion about the folly of envy and the glorious joy and benefit of trusting in God in a world that does not always seem “fair”?

8. What does Jesus say about the sin of envy and how to deal with it? (see:  Matt. 6:19-34; 16:24-26; see also the counsel of the Apostle Paul:  Phil. 4:12-13.)

9. Why is the counsel of Romans 12:15 such a powerful antidote to the plague of envy?

10. When your feet have stumbled in this area, how have you recovered your balance?  What has God taught you about navigating the slippery slope of envy?
