


Such Christian service is not done for reward. It is motivated by 
gratitude to the Son of God who "came not to be served but to serve, and 
to give his life as a ransom for many." (Mk 10:45) The true church is a 
fellowship of lovers - lovers of God in Christ and lovers of all God's 
children. A great bond of fellowship exists in the church when this 
ministry and service result from the love of Christ. There are a lot of 
lonely people in this room, and in our area, and in the world. We can 
serve our Lord well by serving one another in love as friends and helpers. 
And as we reach 

 

out to serve in love, the love of Christ is released in ever 
•

greater measure 1n and through our lives. 
We are to help 'equip the saints' by serving one another in love. 

II - The end of this, according to Paul, is "for building up the body of 
Christ, until we all attain to the unity of the faith ... and to maturity." (vs 
13) Our aim is to strengthen the church to the glory of Christ. Our aim 
must be to draw the members of the body of Christ into ever closer unity. 

Notice how often throughout this passage Paul speaks in the plural. 
"We." The fullness of spiritual achievement is not attained by the 
individual in isolation, just as one part  of the body cannot reach its full 
development except as the whole body continues it's healthy growth.

Too often orthodoxy, "right belief," has divided Christians instead 
of uniting them. Christian faith requires right belief and heresy is a 
constant danger to the church. But faith in the Biblical sense is a 
personal relationship with God in Christ rather than an intellectual assent 
to a "system of doctrine." Someone has said, you spell faith - FAITH - 
Forsaking All I Trust Him; we trust God through his revelation in Christ 
by the Holy Spirit. The "unity of faith" of which Paul speaks, then, is the 
unity demanded by our faith in one Lord. It involves a common trust, a 
common obedience, and a common listening to the words of the Lord. As 
the spokes of a wheel come closer together as they draw closer to the 
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