Colossians
It’s ALL about Jesus
PRAY!

Why go through a book in the Bible?

To get the full counsel of Scripture. A complete Biblical perspective. It helps to make sure that we are not dodging topics or verses. It also helps us to understand much more context for the Scriptures that we’re going through.

(Recap: 1:1-2/1:3-14/1:15-23/1:24-2:5/2:6-15/2:16-23/3:1-17/3:18-4:1/4:2-4/4:5-6)
Roll Call

Colossians 4:7-18 – 7 Tychicus will tell you all the news about me. He is a dear brother, a faithful minister and fellow servant in the Lord. 8 I am sending him to you for the express purpose that you may know about our circumstances and that he may encourage your hearts. 9 He is coming with Onesimus, our faithful and dear brother, who is one of you. They will tell you everything that is happening here.

10 My fellow prisoner Aristarchus sends you his greetings, as does Mark, the cousin of Barnabas. (You have received instructions about him; if he comes to you, welcome him.) 11 Jesus, who is called Justus, also sends greetings. These are the only Jews among my co-workers for the kingdom of God, and they have proved a comfort to me. 12 Epaphras, who is one of you and a servant of Christ Jesus, sends greetings. He is always wrestling in prayer for you, that you may stand firm in all the will of God, mature and fully assured. 13 I vouch for him that he is working hard for you and for those at Laodicea and Hierapolis. 14 Our dear friend Luke, the doctor, and Demas send greetings. 15 Give my greetings to the brothers and sisters at Laodicea, and to Nympha and the church in her house.

16 After this letter has been read to you, see that it is also read in the church of the Laodiceans and that you in turn read the letter from Laodicea.

17 Tell Archippus: “See to it that you complete the ministry you have received in the Lord.”

18 I, Paul, write this greeting in my own hand. Remember my chains. Grace be with you.
Paul’s Prison Posse
· Tychicus
· Colossians 4:7-8 – 7 Tychicus will tell you all the news about me. He is a dear brother, a faithful minister and fellow servant in the Lord. 8 I am sending him to you for the express purpose that you may know about our circumstances and that he may encourage your hearts. 
· (From Asia Minor [Acts 20:4], Paul’s Messenger [Ephesians 6:21], Interim Pastor [2 Timothy 4:12, Titus 3:12]
· Onesimus

· Colossians 4:9 – 9 He is coming with Onesimus, our faithful and dear brother, who is one of you. They will tell you everything that is happening here.
· (Runaway slave, saved and discipled by Paul in Rome, Sent back to Philemon)
· Aristarchus

· Colossians 4:10a – 10 My fellow prisoner Aristarchus sends you his greetings,
· (With Paul in Ephesus [Acts 19:29], Macedonian from Thessalonica [Acts 20:4], with Paul on ship to Rome [Acts 27:2])
· Mark

· Colossians 4:10b – as does Mark, the cousin of Barnabas. (You have received instructions about him; if he comes to you, welcome him.) 
· (Part of church in Jerusalem [Acts 12:12], accompanied Paul and Barnabas on mission [Acts 12:25, 13:5], went home during mission [Acts 13:13], argument over Mark separate Paul and Barnabas [Acts 15:36-41], Paul requests Mark to help in ministry [2 Timothy 4:11], Paul, Barnabas and Peter disipled [1 Peter 5:13], writer of the Gospel of Mark)
· Justus

· Colossians 4:11 – 11 Jesus, who is called Justus, also sends greetings. These are the only Jews among my co-workers for the kingdom of God, and they have proved a comfort to me. 
· (This is all we have on Justus.)
· Epaphras

· Colossians 4:12-13 – 12 Epaphras, who is one of you and a servant of Christ Jesus, sends greetings. He is always wrestling in prayer for you, that you may stand firm in all the will of God, mature and fully assured. 13 I vouch for him that he is working hard for you and for those at Laodicea and Hierapolis. 
· (Saved under Paul’s ministry in Ephesus, Planted church at home in Colossae, travelled to Rome and continued to fight for the people God had blessed him with)
· Luke

· Colossians 4:14a – 14 Our dear friend Luke, the doctor,
· (Paul’s friend to the end [2 Timothy 4:11], writer of the Gospel of Luke and of Acts)
· Demas

· Colossians 4:14b – and Demas send greetings. 
· (Deserted Paul because he loved the world [2 Timothy 4:9-10])
Instructions
· Greet
· Colossians 4:15 – 15 Give my greetings to the brothers and sisters at Laodicea, and to Nympha and the church in her house.
· Share
· Colossians 4:16 – 16 After this letter has been read to you, see that it is also read in the church of the Laodiceans and that you in turn read the letter from Laodicea.
· Exhort
· Colossians 4:17 – 17 Tell Archippus: “See to it that you complete the ministry you have received in the Lord.”
Close

· Authority, Suffering, Blessings

· Colossians 4:18 – 18 I, Paul, write this greeting in my own hand. Remember my chains. Grace be with you.
Your Roll Call
Who would be in your roll call?
· Proverbs 13:20 – 20 Walk with the wise and become wise, for a companion of fools suffers harm.
· 1 Corinthians 15:33 – 33 Do not be misled: “Bad company corrupts good character.”
Who should be in your roll call?

· Psalm 1:1-6 – 1 Blessed is the one
    who does not walk in step with the wicked
or stand in the way that sinners take
    or sit in the company of mockers,
2 but whose delight is in the law of the Lord,
    and who meditates on his law day and night.
3 That person is like a tree planted by streams of water,
    which yields its fruit in season
and whose leaf does not wither—
    whatever they do prospers.
4 Not so the wicked!
    They are like chaff
    that the wind blows away.
5 Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment,
    nor sinners in the assembly of the righteous.
6 For the Lord watches over the way of the righteous,
    but the way of the wicked leads to destruction.
· 2 Corinthians 6:14-7:1 – 14 Do not be yoked together with unbelievers. For what do righteousness and wickedness have in common? Or what fellowship can light have with darkness? 15 What harmony is there between Christ and Belial[a]? Or what does a believer have in common with an unbeliever? 16 What agreement is there between the temple of God and idols? For we are the temple of the living God. As God has said:
“I will live with them
    and walk among them,
and I will be their God,
    and they will be my people.”
17 Therefore,
“Come out from them
    and be separate,
says the Lord.
Touch no unclean thing,
    and I will receive you.”
18 And,
“I will be a Father to you,
    and you will be my sons and daughters,
says the Lord Almighty.”
7 Therefore, since we have these promises, dear friends, let us purify ourselves from everything that contaminates body and spirit, perfecting holiness out of reverence for God.
· Galatians 6:1-10 – Brothers and sisters, if someone is caught in a sin, you who live by the Spirit should restore that person gently. But watch yourselves, or you also may be tempted. 2 Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ. 3 If anyone thinks they are something when they are not, they deceive themselves.4 Each one should test their own actions. Then they can take pride in themselves alone, without comparing themselves to someone else, 5 for each one should carry their own load. 6 Nevertheless, the one who receives instruction in the word should share all good things with their instructor.

7 Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked. A man reaps what he sows. 8 Whoever sows to please their flesh, from the flesh will reap destruction; whoever sows to please the Spirit, from the Spirit will reap eternal life. 9 Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up. 10 Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to those who belong to the family of believers.
Whose roll call are you in?

· Ecclesiastes 4:9-12 – 9 Two are better than one,
    because they have a good return for their labor:
10 If either of them falls down,
    one can help the other up.
But pity anyone who falls
    and has no one to help them up.
11 Also, if two lie down together, they will keep warm.
    But how can one keep warm alone?
12 Though one may be overpowered,
    two can defend themselves.
A cord of three strands is not quickly broken.
