
Life . Light . Love 
1, 2, 3 John 

True God 
1 John 5:13-21 – 13 I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son 
of God so that you may know that you have eternal life. 14 This is the confidence we 
have in approaching God: that if we ask anything according to his will, he hears 
us.15 And if we know that he hears us—whatever we ask—we know that we have 
what we asked of him. 

16 If you see any brother or sister commit a sin that does not lead to death, you 
should pray and God will give them life. I refer to those whose sin does not lead to 
death. There is a sin that leads to death. I am not saying that you should pray 
about that. 17 All wrongdoing is sin, and there is sin that does not lead to death. 

18 We know that anyone born of God does not continue to sin; the One who was born 
of God keeps them safe, and the evil one cannot harm them. 19 We know that we are 
children of God, and that the whole world is under the control of the evil one. 20 We 
know also that the Son of God has come and has given us understanding, so that 
we may know him who is true. And we are in him who is true by being in his Son 
Jesus Christ. He is the true God and eternal life. 

21 Dear children, keep yourselves from idols. 

  

Know You Have It 
� 1 John 5:13 – 13 I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of  

 
God so that you may know that you have eternal life. 

 
o Complete Joy 

§ 1 John 1:1-4 – That which was from the beginning, which we have 
heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked at and 
our hands have touched—this we proclaim concerning the Word of 
life. 2 The life appeared; we have seen it and testify to it, and we 
proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and has 
appeared to us. 3 We proclaim to you what we have seen and heard, so 
that you also may have fellowship with us. And our fellowship is with 
the Father and with his Son, Jesus Christ. 4 We write this to make 
our[a] joy complete. 

 
o Get It 

§ John 20:30-31 – 30 Jesus performed many other signs in the presence 
of his disciples, which are not recorded in this book. 31 But these are 
written that you may believe[b] that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of 
God, and that by believing you may have life in his name. 



He Hears Us 
� 1 John 5:14-15 – 14 This is the confidence we have in approaching God: that if we  

 
ask anything according to his will, he hears us.15 And if we know that he hears us— 
 
whatever we ask—we know that we have what we asked of him. 

 
o Confident Approach 

§ Ephesians 3:12 – 12 In him and through faith in him we may approach 
God with freedom and confidence. 
 

§ Hebrews 4:14-16 – 14 Therefore, since we have a great high priest who 
has ascended into heaven,[f] Jesus the Son of God, let us hold firmly to 
the faith we profess. 15 For we do not have a high priest who is unable to 
empathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been 
tempted in every way, just as we are—yet he did not sin. 16 Let us then 
approach God’s throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive 
mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need. 

 
o Ask Anything 

§ John 14:13-14 – 13 And I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that 
the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14 You may ask me for anything 
in my name, and I will do it. 
 

§ John 16:23-24 – 23 In that day you will no longer ask me anything. 
Very truly I tell you, my Father will give you whatever you ask in my 
name. 24 Until now you have not asked for anything in my name. Ask 
and you will receive, and your joy will be complete. 

 
 
Sin to Death 

� 1 John 5:16-17 – 16 If you see any brother or sister commit a sin that does not lead  
 
to death, you should pray and God will give them life. I refer to those whose sin does  
 
not lead to death. There is a sin that leads to death. I am not saying that you should  
 
pray about that. 17 All wrongdoing is sin, and there is sin that does not lead to death. 

 
 

o Physical Death 
o Spiritual Death 

 
 
 
 



Death to Sin 
� 1 John 5:18a - 18 We know that anyone born of God does not continue to sin; 

 
o Done Away With 

§ Romans 6:1-7 – What shall we say, then? Shall we go on sinning so 
that grace may increase?2 By no means! We are those who have died to 
sin; how can we live in it any longer? 3 Or don’t you know that all of us 
who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 4 We 
were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order 
that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the 
Father, we too may live a new life. 
 
5 For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly 
also be united with him in a resurrection like his. 6 For we know that our 
old self was crucified with him so that the body ruled by sin might be 
done away with,[a]that we should no longer be slaves to sin— 7 because 
anyone who has died has been set free from sin. 

 
o “But I’m Not Perfect” 

§ 1 John 1:8-2:2 – 8 If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves 
and the truth is not in us.9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just 
and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. 10 If 
we claim we have not sinned, we make him out to be a liar and his word 
is not in us. 
 

2 My dear children, I write this to you so that you will not sin. But if 
anybody does sin, we have an advocate with the Father—Jesus Christ, 
the Righteous One. 2 He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only 
for ours but also for the sins of the whole world. 

 
 
Safe in Him 

� 1 John 5:18b – the One who was born of God keeps them safe, and the evil  
 
one cannot harm them. 

 
o Strong Hands 

§ John 10:27-30 – 27 My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and 
they follow me.28 I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no 
one will snatch them out of my hand. 29 My Father, who has given them 
to me, is greater than all[c];no one can snatch them out of my Father’s 
hand. 30 I and the Father are one.” 

 
 
 
 
 



Different Kingdom 
� 1 John 5:19 – 19 We know that we are children of God, and that the whole world is  

 
under the control of the evil one. 

 
o Control of the Controller 

§ Colossians 1:15-18 - 15 The Son is the image of the invisible God, the 
firstborn over all creation.16 For in him all things were created: things in 
heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or 
rulers or authorities; all things have been created through him and for 
him. 17 He is before all things, and in him all things hold together. 18 And 
he is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning and the 
firstborn from among the dead, so that in everything he might have the 
supremacy. 

 
In Him 

� 1 John 5:20a – 20 We know also that the Son of God has come and has given us  
 
understanding, so that we may know him who is true. And we are in him who is true  
 
by being in his Son Jesus Christ. 

 
o Christ Revealed 

§ Luke 10:21-22 – 21 At that time Jesus, full of joy through the Holy 
Spirit, said, “I praise you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because 
you have hidden these things from the wise and learned, and revealed 
them to little children. Yes, Father, for this is what you were pleased to 
do. 
 
22 “All things have been committed to me by my Father. No one knows 
who the Son is except the Father, and no one knows who the Father is 
except the Son and those to whom the Son chooses to reveal him.” 

 
One God 

� 1 John 5:20b-21 – He is the true God and eternal life. 
 
21 Dear children, keep yourselves from idols. 
 

o God in the flesh 
§ John 1:1-4 –  In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 

God, and the Word was God. 2 He was with God in the 
beginning. 3 Through him all things were made; without him nothing was 
made that has been made. 4 In him was life, and that life was the 
light of all mankind. 
 



§ John 1:14 – 14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. 
We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came 
from the Father, full of grace and truth. 

 
o No Others 

§ Exodus 20:1-7 – And God spoke all these words: 
 
2 “I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the 
land of slavery. 
 

3 “You shall have no other gods before[a] me. 
 

4 “You shall not make for yourself an image in the form of anything in 
heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the waters below. 5 You 
shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I, the LORD your God, 
am a jealous God, punishing the children for the sin of the parents to 
the third and fourth generation of those who hate me, 6 but showing 
love to a thousand generations of those who love me and keep my 
commandments. 
 

7 “You shall not misuse the name of the LORD your God, for the LORD will 
not hold anyone guiltless who misuses his name. 

 
 

o Every Knee Should Bow 
§ Philippians 2:6-11 – 6 Who, being in very nature[a] God, 

    did not consider equality with God something to be used to his own 
advantage; 
 

7 rather, he made himself nothing 
    by taking the very nature[b] of a servant, 
    being made in human likeness. 
 

8 And being found in appearance as a man, 
    he humbled himself 
    by becoming obedient to death— 
        even death on a cross! 
 
9 Therefore God exalted him to the highest place 
    and gave him the name that is above every name, 
 

10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, 
    in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
 

11 and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
    to the glory of God the Father. 

 
 
 


