Church On Fire

Alook at the radical and rapid growth of the early church through the book of Acts. In this
inspired historical narrative we will see the courage of the early church in pushing forth the
Gospel and we will be encouraged to follow in their footsteps.

Whatever It Takes

(Paul in Corinth — Acts 18:1-17)

Double Duty
o Acts 18:1-4 — After this, Paul left Athens and went to Corinth. 2There he met a Jew

named Aquila, a native of Pontus, who had recently come from Italy with his wife

Priscilla, because Claudius had ordered all Jews to leave Rome. Paul went to see

them, 3and because he was a tentmaker as they were, he stayed and worked with

them. 4Every Sabbath he reasoned in the synagogue, trying to persuade Jews and

Greeks.

Shake It Off

e Acts 18:5-6 — sWhen Silas and Timothy came from Macedonia, Paul devoted himself

exclusively to preaching, testifying to the Jews that Jesus was the Messiah. sBut when

they opposed Paul and became abusive, he shook out his clothes in protest and said to

them, “Your blood be on your own heads! I am innocent of it. From now on I will go to

the Gentiles.”

o Keep Your Dust

Luke 9:5 — sIf people do not welcome you, leave their town and shake the
dust off your feet as a testimony against them.”

o It'sOn You

Ezekiel 3:18-21 — :sWhen I say to a wicked person, ‘You will surely die,’
and you do not warn them or speak out to dissuade them from their evil
ways in order to save their life, that wicked person will die for® their sin,
and I will hold you accountable for their blood. ©But if you do warn the
wicked person and they do not turn from their wickedness or from their evil
ways, they will die for their sin; but you will have saved yourself.

20%Again, when a righteous person turns from their righteousness and does
evil, and I put a stumbling block before them, they will die. Since you did
not warn them, they will die for their sin. The righteous things that person
did will not be remembered, and I will hold you accountable for their
blood. 2 But if you do warn the righteous person not to sin and they do not
sin, they will surely live because they took warning, and you will have
saved yourself.”


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=ezekiel+3&version=NIV#fen-NIV-20521b

Right Next Door
e Acts 18:7-8 — Then Paul left the synagogue and went next door to the house of Titius

Justus, a worshiper of God. 8Crispus, the synagogue leader, and his entire
household believed in the Lord; and many of the Corinthians who heard Paul believed

and were baptized.

Whatever You Say
e Acts 18:9-11 — ¢*One night the Lord spoke to Paul in a vision: “Do not be afraid; keep

on speaking, do not be silent. *For I am with you, and no one is going to attack and
harm you, because I have many people in this city.” 12So Paul stayed in Corinth for a

year and a half, teaching them the word of God.

o Comfort of God’s Presence

» 2 Corinthians 1:3-4 — 3Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ, the Father of compassion and the God of all comfort, *who comforts
us in all our troubles, so that we can comfort those in any trouble with the
comfort we ourselves receive from God.

o Commissioned and Comforted
» Matthew 28:18-20 — #Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority

in heaven and on earth has been given to me. ®*Therefore go and make
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit, 2and teaching them to obey everything I have
commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the

n

age.



