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Lesson: Our Attitude Toward The Word of Gdo
· Right attitude is of the utmost importance to one called by God. 

· If our attitude is poor, we will have a difficult time learning and may reject God's Kingdom. 

· If, on the other hand, our attitude is good, we will be thankful to God for all He does for us, and we will cheerfully work to take on His mind and nature. 

God’s Word:
Called:

·  Book of the Law …Nehemiah 8:3

·  Law of the LORD …Psalm 1:2

·  Scriptures …..John 5:39

·  Holy Scriptures…Romans 1:2

·  Word of God …..Hebrews 4:12

·  Word …….James 1:21-23

·  Word of Life…Philippians 2:16

·  Book ….Revelation 22:19

Descriptive of:  

·  Old Testament Law….Mark 7:13  

·  God’s Revealed Plan….Romans 9:6  

·  God’s Completed Revelation ….Colossians 1:25-27 

·  Christ’s Message…..Luke 5:1    

·  Christian Gospel…..Acts 4:31

Described as:

·  Pure……Psalm 19:8

·  Restraining…..Psalm 119:11

·  Perfect….Psalm 19:7

·  Trustworthy……Psalm 111:7-8

·  True…….Psalm 119:142,151,160

·  Enduring…..Isaiah 40:8

·  Effectual …..Isaiah 55:11

·  Sanctifying……Ephesians 5:26

·  Harmonious ……Acts 15:15

·  Inspired …….2 Peter 1:21

·  Living and Active…….Hebrews 4:12

Compared To:

·  Lamp….…Psalm 119:105

·  Fire….Jeremiah 5:14

·  Hammer….Jeremiah 25:29

·  Seed …….Matthew 13:18-23

·  Sword ….Ephesians 6:17

Agency of, to:

·  Heal…..Psalm 109:20

·  Make Free….John 8:32

·  Illuminate …..Psalm 119:130

·  Bear Witness …..John 20:30

·  Produce Faith …..Romans 10:17

·  Make Wise ……2 Timothy 3:15-17

·  Convict ….Titus 1:9

·  Rejoice the Heart ….Jeremiah 15:16

·  Create the World …. Hebrews 11:3

·  Regenerate …..James 1:18

·  Destroy the World …. 2 Peter 3:5-7

In the Believer’s Life as:

·  Restraint ….Psalm 119:9,11

·  Guide ….Psalm 119:133

·  Source of joy ….Psalm 119:47,97,162

·  Standard of conduct … Titus 2:5

·  Spiritual food …. 1 Peter 2:2
Prohibitions concerning not to be:

· Preached in man’s wisdom … 1 Corinthians 2:4, 13

· Used deceitfully ….. 2 Corinthians 4:2
· Altered … Revelation 22:18-19

Proper Attitude Toward, To:

·  Stand in awe of …. Psalm 119:161

·  Tremble at ….. Isaiah 66:2,5

·  Speak faithfully …. Jeremiah 23:28

·  Search ….. Acts 17:11

·  Speak boldly …… Acts 4:29,31

·  Preach ….. Acts 8:25

·  Receive …. Acts 11:1

·  Glorify ….. Acts 13:48

·  Teach ….. Acts 18:11

·  Obey ……  1 Peter 1:22

·  Handle Right ….. 2 Timothy 2:15

·  Do ….. James 1:22-23

·  Suffer for …. Revelation 1:9

Our Attitude Toward the Word of God:

2 Timothy 3:16 

“All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness” 
· The authority of the scriptures is one of our very foundations. 

·  It should be our desire to understand the word of God more completely and to use it as a guide as we strive to apply it to our daily lives.

·  The Bible is the foundation for what we believe and how we act. 
· We want to be known as a church that exalts Jesus Christ and establishes the direction of our lives from the teaching of the Bible, God’s word.

1. The Bible Is Inspired: 

· “All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is 

          profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in  

          righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly 
          equipped for every good work.” (2 Timothy 3:16-17). 

·  Peter says in 2 Peter 1:20-21: “knowing this first, that no prophecy of Scripture is of any private interpretation, for, but holy men of God spoke as they were moved by the Holy Spirit.”

2.  The Bible is Infallible: 
·  That is to say that everything that it affirms is absolutely true. 

·  If it says something about Jesus Christ, what it says is true. Because it is inspired, because it is the Word of God, it is infallible.

·  Everything it says historically is true. 

·  Everything it says prophetically is true. 

·  Everything it gives us in terms of direction in life is absolutely true. It is infallible. 

·  That’s why it’s our standard for what we believe and practice.

3.  The Bible is Sufficient: 

·  Paul said, “But you must continue in the things which you have learned and been assured of, knowing from whom you have learned them, and hat from childhood you have known the Holy 

               Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through 
                faith which is in Christ Jesus.”  (2 Timothy 3:14-15) 

·  The scriptures not only contain what we need to find salvation; they contain what we need to be made complete or mature.

4.   The Bible is Authoritative: 

·  Isaiah 1:2 says, "Hear, O heavens, and give ear,  O earth, for the Lord hath spoken." 

·  This is an authoritative book. 

·  Right and wrong is not determined by a popularity contest, and it’s not determined by a poll, it’s determined by what God has said.
5.  The Bible is Effective: 

·  In other words, it’s powerful. It changes lives. In Hebrews 4:12, "For the Word of God is living and effective, or active, and sharper than any two-edged sword."

Given that the Bible is inspired, infallible, sufficient, authoritative and effective, it makes sense that it demands a response from us.
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Our Attitude Toward God’s Word

 Text: Nehemiah chapter 8

·  The book of Nehemiah records the effort to rebuild the wall around Jerusalem. 

·  After it was completed, the people gathered together to hear the law read to them. 

·  This is an important passage to consider. It shows how to listen to, to speak, and to respond to God’s word.

Attitude of the Listeners (v. 1-6)

(1)  Now all the people gathered together as one man in the open square that
       was in  front of the Water Gate; and they told Ezra the scribe to bring 
      the Book of the  Law of Moses, which the LORD had commanded
     Israel.
· They wanted to hear the word– “they asked” for the word; not forced or coerced into coming/listening; we  should be eager to hear the word (Acts 17:11)
(3)  Then he read from it in the open square that was in front of the Water 
      Gate from morning until midday, before the men and women and those 
      who could understand; and the ears of all the people were attentive to the
      Book of the Law.
·  They paid attention – not just present, they “were attentive“; we should not allow other things to distract us from listening (Luke 8:11-15)
·  They were not in a hurry – listened “from early morning until midday” (dawn till noon); we need to remember what is truly important (Matthew 6:33-34); make time for it (Hebrews 10:25)
(5)   And Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the people, for he was standing above all the people; and when he opened it, all the people stood up. 
· They respected the word – “when he opened [the book], all the people stood up“; sign of respect; respect for the word more than the speaker                  (1 Corinthians 3:5)

(6)   And Ezra blessed the LORD, the great God. Then all the people 
       answered, “Amen, Amen!” while lifting up their hands. And they bowed 
       their heads and worshiped the LORD with their faces to the ground.
· They were humble – “they bowed low and worshiped the Lord“; we must receive the word with humility (James 1:21); God’s wisdom is higher than ours.    (1 Corinthians 1:25)

· All of these demonstrated that they viewed God’s  word as important – we must view it this way as well

Presentation of the Speaker (v. 7-8)
(7)  Also Jeshua, Bani, Sherebiah, Jamin, Akkub,   Shabbethai, Hodijah,
       Maaseiah, Kelita, Azariah, Jozabad, Hanan, Pelaiah, and the Levites, 
       helped the people to understand the Law; and the people stood in their 
        place. 
· They “explained the law to the people” – must teach God’s law, not our opinions; how did they do this? how must we explain God’s law today?
(8)  So they read distinctly from the book, in the Law of God; and they gave 
       the sense, and helped them to understand the reading.
· “They read from the book”  – “they read in the book of  the law of God distinctly” (KJV); preaching must be based in the word of God (2 Timothy 4:2; 1 Peter  4:11); “book, chapter, verse”; this is so people can know we speak the truth (Acts 17:11)
·  They were “translating to give the sense” – explain the meaning of the passages being read; preachings involves explaining (Acts 8:30-35); however, this must be in context; not every explanation is right 
           (Matthew 4:6)

· They “caused them to understand the reading” – God’s word can be understood (Ephesians 3:4); preaching must be done in such a way so as to cause people to  understand (2 Corinthians 3:12)
Response to God’s Word (v. 9-18)

(9)   And Nehemiah, who was the governor, Ezra the priest and scribe, and 
        the Levites who taught the  people said to all the people, “This day is
       holy to the LORD your God; do not mourn nor weep.” For all the
       people wept, when they heard the words of the Law.

·  Mourning – “all the people were weeping when they heard the words of the law“; why? … they had transgressed the law; people must understand their condition before they will change (2 Corinthians 7:8-10)
(12)  And all the people went their way to eat and drink, to send portions 
        and rejoice greatly, because they understood the words that were 
       declared to them.
· Rejoicing – “all the people went away…to  celebrate…because they understood the words“; they  knew they could be accepted by God; we can have  salvation from God regardless of what we have done
          in the past; we deserve death for our sins, but we can  receive eternal
         life by the grace of God (Romans 6:23)
Obedience to God’s instructions (v. 13-18)

(13)  Now on the second day the heads of the fathers’ houses of all the 
        people, with the priests and Levites, were gathered to Ezra the scribe, in 
       order  to understand the words of the Law.
(14)  And they found written in the Law, which the LORD  had commanded 
        by Moses, that the children of Israel should dwell in booths during the 
       feast of the  seventh month,
(15)  And that they should announce and proclaim in all their cities and in
         Jerusalem, saying, “Go out to the mountain, and bring olive branches,
         branches of oil  trees, myrtle branches, palm branches, and 
         branches of leafy trees, to make booths, as it is written.” 
(16)  Then the people went out and brought them and made themselves 
          booths, each one on the roof of  his house, or in their courtyards or the 
          courts of the house of God, and in the open square of the Water 
          Gate and in the open square of the Gate of Ephraim. 
(17)  So the whole assembly of those who had returned from the captivity 
         made booths and sat under the booths; for since the days of Joshua the 
         son of Nun until that day the children of Israel had not done so. 
(18)  And there was very great gladness. Also day by  day, from the first day
        until the last day, he read  from the Book of the Law of God. And they
         kept the  feast seven days; and on the eighth day there was a sacred 
         assembly, according to the prescribed manner.
·  Obedience to God’s instructions – hearing the word of God alone is not enough; sorrow over sin is not  enough; faith alone is not enough; “Blessed are they that do his commandments” (Revelation 22:14)
Conclusion:
We need to have the same respect for God’s word that these people had – listen to it, respect it, humble ourselves, and obey what the word of God says

If we will do these things, we can be pleasing to God.

It’s all in your “ATTITUDE”
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