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Lesson:  Our Attitude Toward Others
According to scripture, your attitude toward life, your circumstances, or toward other people should always be like the Lord’s — as is defined by scripture. 

Good attitudes are generally demonstrated in being positive, encouraging, loving, humble, teachable, cooperative, considerate, selfless, loyal, persevering and so forth, as defined by the Fruit of the Spirit. (Galatians 5:22-23).
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The Parable of the Good Samaritan 

Neighbors: Imitating the Lord 

·  It was expected that rabbis would discuss theological matters in public, and the question this scribe (lawyer) asked was one that was often debated by the Jews. 

·  It was a good question asked with a bad motive, because the lawyer hoped to trap our Lord. However, Jesus trapped the lawyer!
· Our Lord sent the man back to the Law, not because the Law saves us , but because the Law shows us  that we need to be saved. 

·  There can be no real conversion without conviction, and the Law is what God uses to convict sinners.
· The scribe gave the right answer, but he would not apply it personally to himself and admit his own lack of love for both God and his neighbor. 

·  So, instead of being justified by throwing himself on the mercy of God, he tried to justify himself and wriggle out of his predicament. 

·  He used the old debating tactic, "Define your terms! What do you mean by 'neighbor'? Who is my neighbor?"

·  Jesus did not say that this story was a parable, so it  could well be the report of an actual occurrence. 

·  For Jesus to tell a story that made the Jews look bad and the Samaritans look good would either be dangerous or self-defeating. 

· "You just made that up!" they could say. "We all know that nothing like that would ever happen!" 

·  So it is possible that some of His listeners, including the lawyer, knew that such a thing had really happened. Either way, the account is realistic.

· The worst thing we can do with any parable, especially this one, is turn it into an allegory and make everything stand for something. 

·  The victim becomes the lost sinner who is half dead (alive physically, dead spiritually), helplessly left on  the road of life. 

·  The priest and Levite represent the Law and the sacrifices, neither of which can save the sinner.

· The Samaritan is Jesus Christ who saves the man, pays the bill, and promises to come again. 

·  The inn stands for the local church where believers are cared for, and the "two pence" are the two ordinances, baptism and Communion. 

·  If you take this approach to Scripture, you can make the Bible say almost anything you please, and you are sure to miss the messages God wants you to get.

Into the message Jesus is conveying:

·  The road from Jerusalem down to Jericho was indeed a dangerous one. 

·  Since the temple workers used it so much, you would have thought the Jews or Romans would have taken steps to make it safe.

· It is much easier to maintain a religious system than it is to improve the neighborhood. (Look at our location)

·  Most of us can think up excuses for the priest and Levite as they ignored the victim. 

·  (Maybe we have used them ourselves!) The priest  had been serving God at the temple all week and  was anxious to get home. 

·  Perhaps the bandits were still lurking in the vicinity and using the victim as "bait." Why take a chance?  Anyway, it was not his fault that the man was attacked. 

·  The road was busy, so somebody else was bound to come along and help the man. 

·  The priest left it to the Levite, and then the Levite did what the priest did — nothing! 

· Such is the power of the bad example of a religious man.

·  By using a Samaritan as the hero, Jesus disarmed the Jews, for the Jews and Samaritans were enemies. 

·  It was not a Jew helping a Samaritan but a Samaritan helping a Jew who had been ignored by his fellow Jews! 

·  The Samaritan loved those who hated him, risked his own life, spent his own money (two days' wages for a   laborer), and was never publicly rewarded or honored as far as we know.

·  What the Samaritan did helps us better understand what it means to "show mercy" , and it also  illustrates the ministry of Jesus Christ.
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· The Samaritan identified with the needs of the stranger and had compassion on him. 

· There was no logical reason why he should rearrange his plans and spend his money just to help an "enemy" in need, but mercy does not need reasons. 

·  Being an expert in the Law, the scribe certainly knew that God required His people to show mercy, even to strangers and enemies.

Check out:

 (Exodus 23:4-5; Leviticus 19:33-34; Micah 6:8).

Notice what our actions should be: (Micah 6:8)
(1) Do justly: 
“Act in a just, fair way towards others. Treat them they way you want to be treated.”

(2) Love mercy: 
“Don’t just show mercy, but love to show it. Give others the same measure of mercy you want to receive from the Me.”

(3) Walk humbly with your God: 
“Remember who I am - your God. If you keep that in mind, you will walk humbly before Me.”

· See how wisely Jesus "turned the tables" on the  lawyer. 

·  Trying to evade responsibility, the man asked, "Who is my neighbor?" 

But Jesus asked, "Which of these three men was neighbor to the victim?" 

·  The big question is, "To whom can I be a neighbor?“ and this has nothing to do with geography, citizenship, or race. 

· Wherever people need us, there we can be neighbors and, like Jesus Christ, show mercy.

·  The lawyer wanted to discuss "neighbor" in a general way, but Jesus forced him to consider a specific man  in need. 

· How easy it is for us to talk about abstract ideals and fail to help solve concrete problems. 
·  We can discuss things like "poverty" and "job opportunities" and yet never personally help feed a hungry family or help somebody find a job.

·  Of course, the lawyer wanted to make the issue somewhat complex and philosophical, but Jesus  made it simple and practical. 

·  He moved it from duty to love, from debating to doing. 

·  He was only warning us not to use these things as excuses for doing nothing. 

Summary: A COLLECTION OF ATTITUDES

Note these different attitudes toward the wounded man.

·  To the expert in the law, the wounded man was a subject to discuss.

·  To the robbers, the wounded man was someone to  use and exploit.

·  To the religious men, the wounded man was a  problem to be avoided.

·  To the innkeeper, the wounded man was a customer to serve for a fee.

·  To the Samaritan, the wounded man was a human being worth being cared for and loved.

Our Lord’s Attitude Toward All:

·  To Jesus, all of them and all of us were worth dying for.

·  Confronting the needs of others brings out various attitudes in us. 

·  Jesus used the story of the good but despised Samaritan to make clear what attitude was acceptable to him. 

If we are honest, we often will find ourselves in the place of the expert in the law, needing to learn again who our neighbor is. 
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(4) But He needed to go through Samaria.
·  Although the road through Samaria was the shortest .route to Galilee, pious Jews avoided it. 
· They avoided it because there was a deep distrust and dislike between Jews and Samaritans.
Why must Jesus go through Samaria? 
·  Because there were people there who needed to .hear Him.

· The Samaritans were a mixed race, part Jew and part Gentile, that grew out of the Assyrian captivity of the ten northern tribes in 727 b.c. 

·  Rejected by the Jews because they could not prove their genealogy, the Samaritans established their own temple and religious services on Mt. Gerizim. 

· This only fanned the fires of prejudice. So intense was their dislike of the Samaritans that some of the Pharisees prayed that no Samaritan would be raised in the resurrection! 

·  When His enemies wanted to call Jesus an insulting name, they called Him a Samaritan. 

(John 8:48) 
“Then the Jews answered and said to Him, “Do we not say rightly that You are a Samaritan and have a demon?”

·  Because He was on a divinely appointed schedule, it was necessary that Jesus go through Samaria. Why? 
·  Because He would meet a woman there and lead her nto saving faith, the land of true faith that would  affect an entire village. 

Our Lord was no respecter of persons. 

·  Earlier, He counseled a moral Jewish man (chapter 3), and now He would witness to an immoral Samaritan woman!

·  As you read our Lord's interview with this woman, notice how her knowledge of Jesus increases until she acknowledges that He is the Christ. 

There were four stages in this experience.

1.   He is "a Jew" (vv. 7-10). 
· In that day, it was not considered proper for any man, especially a rabbi, to speak in public to a strange woman (check out verse 27). 

·  But our Lord set social customs aside because a  soul's eternal salvation was at stake. 

·  It certainly surprised her when He asked for a drink of  water. 

· She surmised that He was a Jewish rabbi, and  perhaps she tried to "read between the lines" to find another meaning to His request. What was He really seeking?
Jesus pointed out to her that she was ignorant of three important truths:

·  Who He was, what He had to offer, and how she could receive it. 

·  Here was eternal God speaking to her, offering her eternal life! 

·  The Samaritans were as blind as the Jews (check out verse 26). 

·  But our Lord's words had aroused her interest, so she pursued the conversation.

2.   "Greater than Jacob" (vv. 11-15). 

· Jesus was speaking about spiritual water, but she interpreted His words to mean literal water. 

·  Again, we see how easily people confuse the material and the spiritual. 
·  Furthermore, this woman was concerned about how He would obtain this water, instead of simply asking Him to give her a drink of.
·  Jesus is greater than Jacob—and greater than the well itself! 

·  To paraphrase His reply: "Whosoever continues to drink of this material water (or anything the world has to offer) will thirst again. 
· But whosoever takes one drink of the water I give will never thirst again!" 

·  How true it is that the things of this world never completely satisfy. In hell today, people are crying, "I thirst!“  (Luke 16:20-25)
·  The woman's immediate response was to ask for this gift, but she did not know what she was saying. 

·  She had made progress, but she still had a long way to go; so Jesus patiently dealt with her.


3.  "A prophet" (vv. 16-24). 

· The only way to prepare the soil of the heart for the seed is to plow it up with conviction. 

That was why Jesus told her to go get her husband:

·  He forced her to admit her sin. 

·  There can be no conversion without conviction. 

·  There must first be conviction and repentance, and then there can be saving faith

· Jesus had aroused her mind and stirred her emotions,but He also had to touch her conscience, and that meant dealing with her sin.

· "I have no husband" was the shortest statement she made during the entire conversation! Why? 

·  Because now she was under conviction and her "mouth was stopped". But this was the best thing that could have happened to her!

· However, instead of listening to Jesus, she tried to get Him on a "detour" by discussing the differences between the Jewish and the Samaritan religions. 

·  It is much more comfortable to discuss religion than  to face one's sins! 

· However, Jesus once again revealed her spiritual ignorance: she did not know who to worship, where to worship, or how to worship! 

·  He made it clear that all religions are not equally  acceptable before God, that some worshipers act in  ignorance and unbelief.

·  The only faith that God will accept is that which came  through the Jews. 

·  The Bible is of Jewish origin, and our Saviour was a Jew. 

· The first Christians were Jews. 

· Jesus said, "Salvation is of the Jews." Only those who have the indwelling Holy Spirit, and who obey the truth, can worship God acceptably.

· It was a devastating statement to say that worship would no longer be limited to the Jewish temple. 

·  John's Gospel clearly reveals that there is a new  sacrifice, a new temple, a new birth, and a new water. 

·  Jews reading this Gospel should realize that God has established in Jesus Christ a whole new economy. 

·  The Old Covenant Law has been fulfilled and set  aside.

4.  "The Christ" (vv. 25-30).
In spite of her ignorance, there was one truth this woman did know: 

·  The Messiah was coming and would reveal the secrets of hearts.

Where did she learn this truth? 

·  We do not know, but that seed had lain buried in her heart until that very hour, and now it was going to bear fruit. 

·  Our Lord's response to her statement was, literally: "I that speak to thee, I am!" He dared to utter the holy name of God!

·  At this point, the woman put her faith in Jesus Christ and was converted. 

· Immediately she wanted to share her faith with others, so she went into the village and told the men she had  met the Christ. 

· When you consider how little spiritual truth this woman knew, her zeal and witness put us to shame.
· But God used her simple testimony, and many of the people came out to the well to meet Jesus. 

·  The rabbis said, "It is better that the words of the Law be burned than be delivered to a woman!" But Jesus did not agree with that narrow prejudice.

Why did she leave her waterpot when she hurried into the city? 

·  For one thing, she had the living water within and was now satisfied. 

·  Also, she intended to come back; and perhaps in the interim, the disciples and Jesus could use the vessel o satisfy their thirst. 

·  Gone were the racial barriers and battles that had existed before! They were all one in faith and love!

· This woman did not come to faith in Christ immediately. 

·  Jesus was patient with her, and in this, He sets a good example for us in our own personal work. 

·  Certainly she was the least likely prospect for salvation, yet God used her to win almost an entire village!

The Samaritans (verses 39-42)

· Many of the Samaritans believed because of the  testimony of the woman, and then many more believed when they heard Jesus personally. 

·  So excited were they about Him that they begged  Him to stay with them; and He stayed for two days. 

·  During that short time, His word produced fruit in their lives.
·  It is important that new converts be grounded in the Word—the Bible. 

· These Samaritans began their spiritual walk by 

     trusting in what the woman said, but they soon 

     learned to trust the Word taught by the Saviour. 

· Theirs was no "secondhand" salvation. 

·  They knew that they were saved because they had believed His message. "Now we know!" was their happy testimony.

·  You would have thought that these Samaritans would have been narrow in their faith, seeing Jesus as the Saviour of the Jews and the Samaritans. 

·  But they declared that He was "the Saviour of the world". 
· They had been converted only a few days, but they already had a missionary vision! 

·  In fact, their vision was wider than that of the Apostles!

·  I found interesting to trace our Lord's movements that brought Him to Samaria. 

·  He was in Jerusalem (John 2:23) and then came into Judea (John 3:22). 

·  From Judea He went into Samaria (John 4:4), and  the Samaritans declared Him to be "the Saviour of  the world." 

·  This is a perfect parallel to Acts 1:8 — "And ye shall be witnesses unto Me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea,  and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth." 
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Our Lord has set the example. If we follow, He will give us the ~ harvest.

This unnamed Samaritan woman was a fruitful believer:

 She bore fruit ("many believed"), more fruit ("many more believed"), and today continues to bear "much fruit" to the glory of God (John 15:1-5). 

Nobody knows how many lost sinners have come to the Saviour because of the witness of this woman recorded in John 4 at the WELL.

Jesus truly transforms our attitude towards others.

John 4:4-42 
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