Our Attitude Towards The World:
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You must pray daily for the whole world—for all people everywhere.
“I exhort therefore, that, first of all, supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks, be made for all men; for kings, and for all that are in authority; that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and honesty. For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Saviour; who will have all men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth.”  (1 Timothy 2:1-4).
Thought
·  As people of God, we must pray daily for the whole world—for all people everywhere. 
·  Not a single person is to be omitted or left out of your prayers. 
· You are to pray for all persons.

Question for today?

If God exists, why is there so much evil in the world today?
(Sunday school) Unit 1: God Requires Justice 

·  A Call To Accountability

·  A Prayer For Justice

·  Consequences For Injustice

Martin Luther King Jr. 
“Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere. 

We are caught in an inescapable network of mutuality, tied in a single garment of destiny. 

Whatever affects one directly, affects all indirectly.” 

(Ephesians 6:12) The truth of spiritual warfare.

For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places.
Ephesians 2:2

In which you once walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit who now works in the sons of disobedience

THE WORD MEANS...
Powers of the world, rulers of the world, world forces, the mighty powers who rule this world.
Practical Application
· Who is this? 

· It refers to Satan and his demons. 

· The forces of evil are the rulers of darkness, the rulers who blind the minds of men lest they believe the glorious gospel of eternal salvation.

SATAN
·  The most powerful enemy of God and all people. 

·  Other names for Satan include the devil, the evil one, the prince of this world, the father of lies, the enemy, the adversary, accuser, Lucifer. 

·  Satan is the ruler of a kingdom made up of demons. 
· He hates God and tries to destroy God’s work. 

· The Bible tells us that in the end, God will destroy Satan and the demons.


[image: image2.emf]Matthew 5:1-12


Matthew 5:3-12  each beatitude tells how to be blessed. 
· “Blessed” means more than happiness. 

·  It implies the fortunate or enviable state of those who  are in God’s kingdom. 

·  The Beatitudes don’t promise laughter, pleasure, or earthly prosperity. 

·  To Jesus, “blessed” means the experience of hope and joy, independent of outward circumstances. 

·  To find hope and joy, the deepest form of happiness, follow Jesus no matter what the cost.

Matthew 5:1-12

Does yours reflect values of the world or of Christ?

·  Jesus began his sermon with words that seem to contradict each other. 

·  But God’s way of living usually contradicts the world’s. 

·  If you want to live for God you must be ready to say and do what seems strange to the world. 

·  You must be willing to give when others take, to love when others hate, to help when others abuse. 

·  By giving up your own rights in order to serve others, you will one day receive everything God has in store  for you.
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Romans 12:1-2

The living sacrifice.

(1) I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of  God, that you 
     present your bodies a living sacrifice,  holy, acceptable to God, which is 
    your reasonable service.
Resisting conformity to the world and embracing the transformation that comes in Jesus Christ.
(2)  And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the
      renewing of your mind, so that you may prove what the will of God is, 
      that which is good and acceptable and perfect. 

Our Relationship to God (Romans12:1-2)

This is the fourth "therefore" in the letter. 

·  Romans 3:20 is the "therefore" of condemnation, declaring that the whole world is guilty before God. 

·  Romans 5:1 is the "therefore" of justification. 

·  Romans 8:1 the "therefore" of assurance. 

·  Romans 12:1, we have the "therefore" of dedication, and it is this dedication that is the basis for our relationships towards the world.

What is true dedication?                        
As Paul described it here, Christian dedication involves three steps.

1.  You give God your body (v. 1). 

·  Before we trusted Christ, we used our body for sinful pleasures and purposes, but now that we belong to Him, we want to use our body for His glory. 

·  The Christian's body is God's temple because the Spirit of God dwells within him. 

·  It is our privilege to glorify Christ in our body and magnify Christ in our body.

· Just as Jesus Christ had to take on Himself a body  in order to accomplish God's will on earth, so we must yield our bodies to Christ that He might continue God's work through us. 
· We must yield the members of the body as  "instruments of righteousness" for the Holy Spirit  to use in the doing of God's work. 

·  The Old Testament sacrifices were dead sacrifices, but we are to be living sacrifices.

·  There are two "living sacrifices" in the Bible and they help us understand what this really means. 

· The first is Isaac; the second is our Lord Jesus Christ. 

· Isaac willingly put himself on the altar and would have died in obedience to God's will, but the Lord sent a ram to take his place. 

·  Isaac "died" just the same—he died to self and willingly yielded himself to the will of God. 

· When he got off that altar, Isaac was a "living  sacrifice" to the glory of God.
·  Of course, our Lord Jesus Christ is the perfect illustration of a "living sacrifice," because He  actually died as a sacrifice, in obedience to His  Father's will. 

·  But He arose again. And today He is in heaven as a  "living sacrifice," bearing in His body the wounds of Calvary. 

·  He is our High Priest and our Advocate before the throne of God.

· The verb "present" in this verse means "present once and for all."

· It commands a definite commitment of the body to the Lord, just as a bride and groom in their wedding service commit themselves to each other. 

· It is this once-for-all commitment that determines what they do with their bodies. 

The Scripture also gives us two reasons for this commitment: 

a.  It is the right response to all that God has done for us—"I beseech you 
    therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God"
b.  This commitment is "our reasonable service" or "our spiritual worship." 

· This means that every day is a worship experience when your body is yielded to the Lord.
2.   You give Him your mind (v. 2a). 

· The world wants to control your mind, but God wants to transform your mind. 

·  This word transform is the same as transfigure in Matthew 17:2. 

·  It has come into our English language as the word "metamorphosis." 

·  It describes a change from within. 

· The world wants to change your mind, so it exerts pressure from without. 

·  But the Holy Spirit changes your mind by releasing power from within. 

· If the world controls your thinking, you are a  conformer; if God controls your thinking, you are a transformer.
·  God transforms our minds and makes us spiritually  minded by using His Word. 

·  As you spend time meditating on God's Word,  memorizing it, and making it a part of your inner man, God will gradually make your mind more spiritual.

3.  You give Him your will (v. 2b). 

· Your mind controls your body, and your will  controls your mind. 

·  Many people think they can control their will by "willpower," but usually they fail. 
· It is only when we yield the will to God that His power  can take over and give us the willpower (and the won't power!) that we need to be victorious Christians.

·  We surrender our wills to God through disciplined prayer. 

·  As we spend time in prayer, we surrender our will to God and pray, with the Lord, "Not my will, but Thy will be done." 

·  We must pray about everything, and let God have His way in everything.

Summary:

Resisting conformity to the world and embracing the transformation that comes in Jesus Christ.

Romans 12:2 

And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.
(1)  Do not be conformed to this world:

·  Warns us that the “world system” - the popular culture and manner of thinking that is in rebellion against God - will try to conform us to its ungodly pattern, and that process must be resisted.

(2)  But be transformed by the renewing of your mind: 
· This is the opposite of being conformed to this world. 
· The battle ground between conforming to the world  and being transformed is within the mind of the believer. Christians must think differently.
·  “I don’t want to be conformed to this world. I want to be transformed. How do I do it?” 
(3)  By the renewing of your mind. 
Isaiah 26:3  Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on thee: because he trusteth in thee.

Mark 12:30  And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with all thy strength: this is the first commandment.
Ephesians 4:23  And be renewed in the spirit of your mind

Philippians 2:3  Let nothing be done through strife or vainglory; but in lowliness of mind let each esteem other better than themselves.

Philippians 2:5  Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus:

Did you wake up this morning with your mind stayed on Jesus?

