Our Attitude Towards The World: #2

[image: image1.emf]
· John mentions three kinds of Christians in a local church family: fathers, young men, and little children. 

· The "fathers," of course, are mature believers who have an intimate personal knowledge of God. 

·  Because they know God, they know the dangers of the world. 

· No Christian who has experienced the joys and wonders of fellowship with God, and of service for God, will want to live on the substitute pleasures this world offers.

·  The "young men" are the conquerors: they have overcome the wicked one, Satan, who is the prince of this world system. 

· How did they overcome him? Through the Word of  God! "I have written unto you, young men, because ye are strong, and the Word of God abides in you" 

·  The "young men," then, are not yet fully mature; but they are maturing, for they use the Word of God effectively. The Word is the only weapon that will defeat Satan (Ephesians  6:17).
·  “Little children" refers to all believers. Literally, this word means "born ones." 

·  All Christians have been born into God's family through faith in Jesus Christ, and their sins have been forgiven. 
1 John 2:15 - The problem of worldliness.
Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him.

1 John 2:16 - The character of the world.

For all that is in the world; the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life; is not of the Father but is of the world.

1 John 2:17 - The folly of worldliness.

And the world is passing away, and the lust of it; but he who does the will of God abides forever.

There are four reasons why Christians should not love "the world."

1. Because of What the World Is.

2. Because of What the World Does to Us.

3. Because of What a Christian Is. 

4. Because of Where the World Is Going.

The New Testament word world has at least three different meanings. 

·  It sometimes means the physical world, the earth: "God that made the world [our planet] and all things therein" (Acts 17:24). 

·  It also means the human world, mankind: "For God so loved the world" (John 3:16). 

·  Sometimes these two ideas appear together: "He [Jesus] was in the world, and the world [earth] was made by Him, and the world [mankind] knew Him not" (John 1:10).
·  But the warning, "Love not the world!" is not about the world of nature or the world of men. 

· We as Christians ought to appreciate the beauty and usefulness of the earth God has made, since He "giveth us richly all things to enjoy" (1 Timothy 6:17). 

·  And we  certainly ought to love people—not only our  friends, but even our enemies.

·  This "world" named here as our enemy is an invisible spiritual system opposed to God and Christ.

·  We use the word world in the sense of system in our daily conversation. 

·  The TV announcer says, "We bring you the news from the world of sports." 

·  "The world of sports" is not a separate planet or  continent. It is an organized system, made up of a set of ideas, people, activities, purposes, etc. 

· Behind what we see, in sports or finance, is an  invisible system that we cannot see; and it is the system that "keeps things going."

·  "The world," in the Bible, is Satan's system for  opposing the work of Christ on earth. 

·  It is the very opposite of what is godly and holy and spiritual. 

·  "We know that we are of God, and the whole world lies in the power of the evil one" (1 John 5:19, nasb). 

·  Jesus called Satan "the prince of this world" (John 12:31). 
·  The devil has an organization of evil spirits working with him and influencing the affairs of "this world.“  (Ephesians 6:11-12) 

· Just as the Holy Spirit uses people to accomplish  God's will on earth, so Satan uses people to fulfill his evil purposes. 

·  Unsaved people, whether they realize it or not, are energized by "the prince of the power of the air, the  spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience" (Ephesians 2:1-2).
·  Unsaved people belong to "this world." Jesus calls them "the children of this world" (Luke 16:8). 

·  When Jesus was here on earth, the people of "this world" did not understand Him, nor do they now understand those of us who trust Him. 
An attack on our relationship with God: worldliness.

Verse 15 =  The problem of worldliness.

Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him.

The Concern is Because of What the World Does to Us 

·  Worldliness is not so much a matter of activity as of  attitude. 

·  It is possible for a Christian to stay away from  questionable amusements and doubtful places and still love the world, for worldliness is a matter of the heart. 

· Christian is a member of the human world, and he  lives in the physical world, but he does not belong to  the spiritual world that is Satan's system for opposing God. 

·  "If ye were of the world [Satan's system], the world would love his own; but because ye are not of the world, but I have chosen you out of the world, therefore the world hateth you" (John 15:18).
·  "The world," then, is not a natural habitat for a believer. 

·  The believer's citizenship is in heaven, and all his effective resources for living on earth come from his Father in heaven.
· We as a believer is somewhat like a scuba diver. 

·  The water is not man's natural habitat, for he is not  equipped for life in (or under) it. 

·  When a scuba diver goes under, he has to take special equipment with him so that he can breathe.

·  Were it not for the Holy Spirit's living within us, and the spiritual resources we have in prayer, Christian fellowship, and the Word, we could never "make it"  here on earth. 

·  We complain about the pollution of earth's atmosphere—the atmosphere of "the world" is also so polluted spiritually that Christians cannot breathe normally!

· To the extent that a Christian loves the world system and the things in it, he does not love the Father.

·  Worldliness not only affects your response to the love of God; it also affects your response to the will of God. 

Do not love the world: 
·  John has told us that if we walk in sin’s darkness and claim to be in fellowship with God, we are lying.     
·  Now John points out a specific area of sin that especially threatens our fellowship with God: worldliness, to love the world.
Do not love the world or the things in the world: 
·  The world, in the sense John means it here, is not the global earth. 
· Nor is it the mass of humanity, which God Himself  loves (John 3:16). 
·  Instead it is the community of sinful humanity that is  united in rebellion against God.
·  One of the first examples of this idea of the world in the Bible helps us to understand this point. 
·  Genesis 11 speaks of human society’s united  rebellion against God at the tower of Babel. 
· At the tower of Babel, there was an anti-God leader of humanity (whose name was Nimrod). 
·  There was organized rebellion against God (in  disobeying the command to disperse over the whole earth). 
· There was direct distrust of God’s word and promise (in building what was probably a water-safe tower to protect against a future flood from heaven).
·  The whole story of the tower of Babel also shows us another fundamental fact about the world system. 
·  The world’s progress, technology, government, and
     organization can make man better off, but not better. 
·  Because we like being better off, it is easy to fall in love with the world.
·  Finally, the story of the tower of Babel shows us that the world system - as impressive and winning as it appears to be - will never win out over God.
· The Lord defeated the rebellion at the tower of Babel easily. 
·  The world system will never win out over God.

Do not love the world: 
·  That is, we are not to love either the world’s system or its way of doing things. 
·  There is a secular, anti-God or ignoring-God way of  doing things that characterizes human society, and it  is easy to love the world in this sense.
·  Notice what the world wants from us: love. 
· This love is expressed in time, attention, and expense.
·  We are encouraged and persuaded to give our time, attention, and money to the things of this world  instead of the things of God.
· If you love the world, there are rewards to be gained. 
·  You may find a place of prestige, of status, of honor, of comfort. The world system knows how to reward  its lovers.
·  At the same time, even at their best the rewards that come from this world last only as long as we live. 
·  The problem is that though we gain prestige, status, honor, and comfort of this world, we lose the prestige, status, honor, and comfort of heaven.
Or the things in the world: 
·  This isn’t so much a warning against a love for the beauty of the world God created (though we must  always love the Creator instead of the creation). 
· Instead, it is more of a warning against loving the material things which characterize the world system.
· The world buys our love with the great things it has to give us. 
·  Cars, homes, gadgets, and the status that goes with all of them, can really make our hearts at home in the world.
If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him: 
·  Simply, love for the world is incompatible with love for the Father. 
·  Therefore if one claims to love God and yet loves the  world, there is something wrong with his claim to love God.
· Through the centuries, Christians have dealt with the  magnetic pull of the world in different ways. 
·  At one time it was thought that if you were a really committed Christian and really wanted to love God  instead of the world, you would leave human society and live as a monk or a nun out in a desolate 
    monastery.
· This approach, and other approaches that seek to take us out of the world, have two problems. 
·  The first problem is that we bring the world with us  into our monastery. 
·  The other problem is that Jesus intended us to be in  the world but not of the world. We see this in His  prayer for us in John 17:14-18.
1 John 2:16 - The character of the world.

For all that is in the world; the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life; is not of the Father but is of the world.

For all that is in the world: 
· The character of the world expresses itself through the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life. 
·  These lusts seek to draw our own flesh away into sin and worldliness.
·  The idea behind the pride of life is someone who  lives for superiority over others, mostly by impressing others through outward appearances - even if by deception.
· To get an idea of how the world works, think of the advertising commercials you most commonly  remember. 
·  They probably make a powerful appeal to the lust of  the flesh, the lust of the eyes, or to the pride of life. 
·  Many successful ads appeal to all three.

John points out that the world system uses three devices to trap Christians: 

·  The lust (desire) of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life. 
·  These same devices trapped Eve back in the Garden:

"And  when the woman saw that the tree was good for  food [the lust of the flesh], and that it was pleasant to the eyes [the lust of the eyes], and a tree to be desired to make one wise [the pride of life], she took of the fruit" (Genesis 3:6).
